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Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them 
into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The 
rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat 
against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on 
the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not 
put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on 
sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew 
and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.13 
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If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love 
him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.14 
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After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no-
one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, 
standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb.  They were 
wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.  
And they cried in a loud voice: 

  “Salvation belongs to our God, 

  who sits on the throne, 

  and to the Lamb.”17 
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Lift every voice and sing, ‘til earth and heaven ring, 

Ring with the harmonies of liberty; 

Let our rejoicing rise, high as the listening skies, 

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us; 

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us. 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 

Let us march on ‘til victory is won. 

 

Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod 

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
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Yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet 

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered; 

We have come, treading our path through the blood of the 
slaughtered; 

Out from the gloomy past, ‘til now we stand at last 

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 

Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 

Thou who hast by Thy might led us into the light, 

Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee, 

Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee, 

Shadowed beneath Thy hand, may we forever stand, 

True to our God, true to our native land.21 
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