November 12, 2008 

Chairman Allan Hemphill 

North Coast Railroad Authority 

419 Talmage Rd., Suite M 

Ukiah, CA 95482 

Re: Lease Agreement for Private Roadway, Carlotta, CA 

Chairman Hemphill, 

This letter is submitted on behalf of the board and members of Friends of Small Places. On October 8, 2008 the NCRA entered into a lease agreement between NCRA and Jack Noble for road construction along a NCRA right of way in Carlotta, CA. This lease agreement is subject to environmental review under CEQA.  The NCRA, as it has become its custom, did not conduct environmental review prior to the approval of the lease agreement. 

Under the California Environmental Quality Act a public agency must prepare an environmental impact report (EIR) on any project that may have a significant effect on the environment.   This project clearly has a significant effect on the environment:

This road construction will impact traffic, this is inherent in any and all roads.  

The road will cross a stream which has been seen to be habitat for steelhead and apparently there has been no communication with California Department of Fish and Game on how to handle this stream crossing.

The road necessitates vegetation removal and again no consultation with Fish and Game.

The road and the stream crossing could cause streambed alterations, channelization and fill.

CEQA requires environmental review BEFORE any such project is approved and there are no County, Water Quality Board or Fish and Game permits associated with this project.  

It is clear from the lease agreement that the road is going to be used to move aggregate from Mr. Noble's mine.  Mr. Noble's county permit calls for the use of two haul routes and contains nothing about trucking gravel on a road built on the railroad right of way.  Thus his conditional use permit must be modified to include a new haul route.

Further the agreement was entered into on October 1, 2008 –  before the NCRA even approved it.

Friends of Small Places asks the NCRA to rescind its approval of this project until there has been a complete review required under CEQA and until such time as this project is compliant with California law. 

Carlos Quilez

Exec. Dir.

Friends of Small Places

1630 River Bar Road 

Fortuna, Ca 95540

