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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Sixteenth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature

Fourth Regular Session, 2009
SESSION DAY
CALENDAR DAY
TIME
6th Day, Fourth Regular Session
Monday, November 16, 2009
9:30 a.m.

ORDER OF BUSINESS
DRAFT –11/13/09 PM
A Moment of Silence
 1.
ROLL CALL 
 2.
ADOPTION OF JOURNALS – None
3.
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

House Bills: 

H. B. No. 16-281: To amend the Northern Mariana Islands Election Law to allow for write-in votes for Municipal Councils; and for other purposes. (Rep. Stanley T. Torres)
H. B. No. 16-282: To amend the Board of Professional Licensing’s licensing requirements by repealing and reenacting Chapters 1 and 2 of Division 3, Title 4 of the Commonwealth Code; and for other purposes. (Rep. Ramon A. Tebuteb)
House Legislative Initiatives: 

House Local Bills: 

4.
INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS 

House Commemorative Resolutions: 

H. Comm. Res. No. 16-95: Conveying the sincere condolences and sympathy of the House of Representatives to the bereaved family of the Late Honorable Jose Lujan Chong on the occasion of his untimely passing and to pay tribute to his invaluable service as a medical practitioner and community leader. (Rep. Arnold I. Palacios)

H. Comm. Res. 16-96: Conveying the sincere condolences and sympathy of the House of Representatives of the Sixteenth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature to the bereaved family of the late Honorable Herman Tudela Palacios, on the occasion of his untimely passing and paying tribute to his services to the people of the Commonwealth. (Rep. Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero +9)
House Resolutions: 

H. R. No. 16-101: Respectfully expressing a special recognition and commendation to Mr. Candido “Soughulmwar” Babauta Taman for his exceptional achievements in the promotion and preservation of the Marianas and Micronesian Language and Cultural Heritage through his composition and production of songs and for bringing regional distinction and honor to the people of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. (Rep. Justo S. Quitugua)
H. R. No. 16-102: To support the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI) propose Community Service Block Grant (CSBG) State Plan for Fiscal Year 2010 to 2011. (Rep. Ramon A. Tebuteb +13)
House Concurrent Resolutions: 

House Joint Resolutions: 

H. J. R. No. 16-31: To express support of the House of Representatives and the Senate of the Sixteenth Commonwealth Legislature for the approval of a salary schedule for the Office of the Public Auditor. (Rep. David M. Apatang +4)
 5.
MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
Gov. Comm. 16-424: (9/18/09) Certification for salary in excess of $50,000 For Dr. Glenn Richard (Physician-Radiology).
Gov. Comm. 16-425: (9/22/09) Certification for salary in excess of $50,000 for Dr. Joseph Sean Livingston (Physician-Pediatrician). 

Gov. Comm. 16-426: (9/27/09) Executive Order 2009-9 – Declaration of a State of Disaster Emergency for CUC’s Imminent Generation and Other Failure and the Need to Provide Immediate Reliable Power, Water and Wastewater Services (Continuation #14).

Gov. Comm. 16-427: (9/29/09) Informing the House that he signed into law H. B. No. 16-47, HD2, SD1, CCS1 (Smoke-free Air Act of 2008). Became Public Law 16-46.

Gov. Comm. 16-428: (10/20/09) Declaration of Health Emergency.

Gov. Comm. 16-429: (10/21/09) Informing the House that he signed into law Tinian Local Bill 16-3 (To authorize the borrowing of funds from MPLT using Tinian casino gaming revenues and fees). Became Tinian Local Ordinance 16-2.
Gov. Comm. 16-430: (10/27/09) Executive Order 2009-11 – Declaration of a State of Disaster Emergency for CUC’s Imminent Generation and Other Failure and the Need to Provide Immediate Reliable Power, Water and Wastewater Services (Continuation #15).

Gov. Comm. 16-431: (10/26/09) Certification of vacant positions at the Department of Public Safety.

Gov. Comm. 16-432: (10/26/09) Certification of vacant positions at the Department of Commerce.

Gov. Comm. 16-433: (10/26/09) Certification of vacant positions at the Department of Public Health.

Gov. Comm. 16-434: (10/26/09) Certification for salary in excess of $50,000 for Dr. Hazel Christine Brown (Family Medicine/ER).

Gov. Comm. 16-435: (10/26/09) Certification for salary in excess of $50,000 for Dr. Eric Bernon (Internal Medicine/Pediatrician).

Gov. Comm. 16-436: (10/26/09) Certification for salary in excess of $50,000 for Dr. Joel Smith (Internal Medicine).

Gov. Comm. 16-437: (10/26/09) Certification for salary in excess of $50,000 for Dr. John William Rodgers (Pediatrician).

Gov. Comm. 16-438: (Undated) Certification for salary in excess of $50,000 for Dr. George Macris (Internal Medicine).

Gov. Comm. 16-439: (10/26/09) Certification for salary in excess of $50,000 for Dr. Esther Grace P. Kanayjorn Na Ayuthaya (Internal Medicine).

Gov. Comm. 16-440: (10/26/09) Certification for salary in excess of $50,000 for Dr. Leticia Borja (Pediatrician).

Gov. Comm. 16-441: (11/6/09) Informing the House that he disapproved S. B. No. 16-23 (re Minimum Wage for CIP Projects). [Deadline: 1/8/2010]
Gov. Comm. 16-442: (11/10/09) Certification of vacant position at the Department of Public Safety.
Gov. Comm. 16-443: (11/3/09) Certification of vacant position at the Office of the Attorney General.

Gov. Comm. 16-444: (11/5/09) Certification of vacant position at the Department of Public Health, and certification for salary in excess of $50,000 for Dr. Melissa Moore (Pediatrician).

Gov. Comm. 16-445: (11/3/09) Certification of vacant positions at the Division of Customs.

Gov. Comm. 16-446: (11/3/09) Certification of vacant positions at the Department of Public Works-Rota.

Gov. Comm. 16-447: (11/3/09) Certification of vacant positions at the Joeten‑Kiyu Public Library.

Gov. Comm. 16-448: (11/3/09) Certification of vacant position at the Department of Lands and Natural Resources.

Gov. Comm. 16-449: (11/3/09) Certification of vacant positions at the Department of Public Safety.

Gov. Comm. 16-450: (11/3/09) Certification of vacant position at the Department of Lands and Natural Resources. 

Gov. Comm. 16-451: (11/3/09) Certification of vacant positions at the Tinian Health Center.

Gov. Comm. 16-452: (11/3/09) Certification of vacant position at the Department of Commerce.

Gov. Comm. 16-453: (11/3/09) Certification of vacant position at the Department of Public Works.
Gov. Comm. 16-454: (11/5/09) Certification of vacant position at the Women’s Affairs Office.

Gov. Comm. 16-455: (11/5/09) Certification of vacant position at the Department of Lands and Natural Resources.

Gov. Comm. 16-456: (11/5/09) Certification of vacant positions at the Emergency Management Office.
6.
SENATE COMMUNICATIONS 
Sen. Comm. 16-184: (10/09/09) Returning H. B. No. 16-178, HD1 (Juvenile Justice Act of 2008), which was passed by the Senate without amendment on October 8, 2009, 2009. [Will go to the Governor]
Sen. Comm. 16-185: (10/09/09) Transmitting S. B. No. 16-61, entitled, “To amend Subsection (d) of section 8122 of Title Four of the Commonwealth Code to merely clarify an ambiguity regarding the commonwealth Utilities Corporation’s authority to set rates until such time as the Public Utilities Commission shall issue an order setting rates, fees, charges or rents for a utility service; and for other purposes,” which was passed by the Senate on October 8, 2009. [For action]
Sen. Comm. 16-186: (10/09/09) Returning H. B. No. 16-146, HS1 (Northern Islands Village and Agricultural Homesteading Program), which was passed by the Senate with amendments on October 8, 2009, in the form of H. B. No. 16-146, HS1, SD1. [For action on Senate amendments]
Sen. Comm. 16-187: (10/29/09) Returning H. B. No. 16-219, HD1 (Laulau Bay Boat Launching), which was passed by the Senate without amendment on October 28, 2009. [Will go to Governor]

Sen. Comm. 16-188: (10/29/09) Returning H. B. No. 16-229 (Office of Grants Management), which was passed by the Senate without amendment on October 28, 2009. [Will go to Governor]

Sen. Comm. 16-189: (10/28/09) Returning H. B. No. 16-275, HD2 (FY 2010 Budget Act) which was passed by the Senate with amendments on October 28, 2009, in the form of H. B. No. 16-275, HD2, SS1, SD1. [For action on Senate amendments]

Sen. Comm. 16-190: (10/29/09) Returning H. L. I. No. 16-13, HD2 (Retirement-Unfunded Liability), which was passed by the Senate without amendment on October 28, 2009. [Will go to CEC & Governor]
Sen. Comm. 16-191: (10/29/09) Returning H. L. I. No. 16-18, HD2 (DPL – Land Compensation), which was passed by he Senate without amendment on October 28, 2009. [Will go to CEC & Governor]

Sen. Comm. 16-192: (10/29/09) Returning H. J. R. No. 16-29 (Mr. David J. and Mrs. Consolacion D. Sablan), which was adopted by the Senate on October 28, 2009. [For info]

Sen. Comm. 16-193: (10/29/09) Transmitting S. B. No. 16-65, SD1, entitled: “To amend the Commonwealth Election Code to allow for absentee ballot requests to be made not less than ten days before an election, to require the counting of absentee ballots for five days following a general election, to require certification of ballots under 1 CMC § 6509 to occur twelve days after the general election; and for other purposes,” which was passed by the Senate on October 28, 2009. [For action]

Sen. Comm. 16-194: (10/29/09) Transmitting a certified copy of S. R. No.  16-46, entitled, “A Senate Resolution to support the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands’ (CNMI) proposed Community Service Block Grant (CSBG) State Plan for Fiscal Years 2010 and 2011,” which was adopted by the Senate on October 8, 2009. [For info]
Sen. Comm. 16-195: (10/29/09) Returning H. B. No. 16-9, HS1 (Commonwealth Healthcare Corporation Act), which was passed by the Senate with amendments on October 28, 2009 in the form of H. B. No. 16-9, HS1, SD2. [For action on Senate amendments]

 7.
HOUSE COMMUNICATIONS 
Hse. Comm. 16-124: (9/11/09) From Representative Benavente soliciting members’ support another 12 months delay of PL 110-229 (re Federalization of Immigration).
8.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE JUDICIAL BRANCH 
Jud. Br. Comm. 16-17: (9/30/09) From Chief Justice Demapan and Presiding Judge Naraja submitting the Proposed Rule of Appellate Procedure Establishing a Judicial Council (Received: 9/30/09-Deadline: 11/29/09)
 9.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE NMI DELEGATE (U.S. CONGRESS) 
NMI Delegate Comm. 16-3: (10/6/09) From Congressman Kilili requesting for Governor Fitial’s input to the Eshoo-Engel amendment to H.R. 3200 regarding Medicaid benefits for citizens from the FAS.
10.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM DEPARTMENTS & AGENCIES - None
11.
OTHER COMMUNICATIONS 
Misc. Comm. 16-83: (10/5/09) From Mr. Arturo Pérez, NCSL Program Director, to meet with the Legislative Leadership and staff during his visit on October 21-22, 2009.
12.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
S. C. R. No. 16-117: Reporting on H. B. No. 16-158, entitled, “To establish a Guardianship Act; and for other purposes. Your Committee on Judiciary and Governmental Operations recommends that the House pass H. B. No. 16-158.
13.
REPORTS OF SPECIAL AND CONFERENCE COMMITTEES - None
14.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None

15.
RESOLUTION CALENDAR 

	Resolutions
	
	

	H. R. No. 16-94
	Recognizing and commending Dr. Vicente Sablan Aldan for his achievements and community service to the people of the Commonwealth and for his success at the Saipan Health Clinic and the Saint Jude Renal Care Facility
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


16.
BILL CALENDAR

	
	Bills/Initiatives
	
	

	1
	H. B. No. 16-201
	To establish a government service severance package for employees funded by the General Fund with at least eighteen years of government service; and for other purposes.
	

	2
	H. L. I. No. 16-8
	To amend Article XII of the Constitution of the Northern Mariana Islands by adding a new Section 7 to allow each senatorial district to amend or repeal the restrictions on alienation of land with respect to its senatorial district [See S. C. R. No. 16-60, Subst. 1]
	

	4
	H. B. No. 16-15
	To amend Title 1 CMC § 8365 to establish that the Northern Marianas Retirement Fund receive its tax revenue from the hotel occupancy tax and alcoholic container tax directly into a special fund within the Department of Finance. [See S. C. R. No. 16-83]
	

	5
	H. B. No. 16-68, SD1
	To repeal and reenact 1 CMC § 8364, as amended by Public Law 15-70, Section 4(j), to allow annuitants to enroll in the Commonwealth government health care program, and to amend 1 CMC § 8392; and for other purposes. [See Sen. Comm. 16-165]
	

	6
	H. B. No. 16-210, HD1
	To restructure the Qualifying Certificate Program by repealing and re-enacting the Investment Incentive Act; and for other purposes. [See S. C. R. No. 16-94]
	

	7
	H. B. No. 16-254
	To amend 1 CMC Section 8314(a) to provide for additional eighth Trustee to the Board of Trustees of the Retirement Fund; and for other purposes. [S. C. R. No. 16-102]
	

	8
	H. B. No. 16-230
	To amend Title 6, Section 2223 to provide the Department of Public Safety with the authority to dispose of all firearms within its custody and to required DPS to promulgate rules and regulations for the fair and safe disposition of all firearms within its custody; and for other purposes. [S. C. R. No. 16-103]
	

	9
	H. B. No. 16-160
	To repeal and reenact 1 CMC § 8392; and for other purposes. [S. C. R. No. 16-106]
	

	10
	H. B. No. 16-38
	To repeal Section 3 of Public Law 13‑1, to repeal and reenact Chapters 1‑3, to repeal and reenact Chapters 1‑3 of Part 1 of Division 8 of Title 1 of the Commonwealth Code; and for other purposes. [S. C. R. No. 16-107]
	

	11
	H. L. I. No. 16-23
	To amend Article III, Section 11 of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands to authorize the election of an Attorney General; and for other purposes. [S. C. R. No. 16-112]
	

	12
	H. B. No. 16-65
	To restrict the use of wireless telephones while driving vehicles; and for other purposes
	Check with Speaker before including in Final

	13
	H. B. No. 16-97
	To establish a CNMI Office of Transit Authority within the Office of the Governor; and for other purposes.
	Check with Speaker before including in Final

	14
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	

	16
	
	
	

	17
	
	
	

	18
	
	
	

	19
	
	
	

	20
	
	
	

	21
	
	
	

	22
	
	
	

	23
	
	
	

	24
	
	
	

	25
	
	
	

	26
	
	
	


17.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

18.
ANNOUNCEMENTS


(ADJOURNMENT)


APPEARANCE OF LOCAL BILLS 

First appearance: 1st Legislative appearance of a local bill is on the day it is introduced.
Second appearance: 
Third Appearance: None
H. L. B. No. 16-46: To amend the Saipan Zoning Law of 2009, 10 CMC § 3511; and for other purposes. (Rep. Rosemond B. Santos)

