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THE SENATE

SIXTEENTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE

SESSION DAY 


         CALENDAR DAY


            TIME
5th Day, 3rd Regular Session   Tuesday, March 10, 2009                         1:00 P.M.
                   


SENATE CHAMBER 
ORDER OF BUSINESS

A  MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER

A.
ROLL CALL 
B. READING AND APPROVAL OF THE JOURNAL: 
1.  SJ 16-009 (04/22/09 Session)

C. MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR:  
1. Gov. Msg. No. 16-415:  February 11, 2009 –Appointment of Mr. Edward C. Sablan to serve as a member of CDA’s Board of Directors representing Saipan.
2. Gov. Msg. No. 16-416:  February 11, 2009 – Disapproval of H.B. No. 16-206, entitled, “To authorize Department of Public Lands to pay for land compensation judgments using its operations fund bank accounts by amending 1 CMC § 2803 (c)(3), and for other purposes.”
3. Gov. Msg. No. 16-417:  February 18, 2009 – Signed into law S.B. No. 16-34, HD1, entitled, “To amend 1 CMC §6103(a) of the election law; and for other purposes,” becomes PUBLIC LAW NO. 16-29.
4. Gov. Msg. No. 16-418:  February 18, 2009 – Signed into law H.B. No. 16-135, HS1, entitled, “To establish a Commonwealth Autism Commission to develop a State Plan to guide services for individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders; and for other purposes,” becomes PUBLIC LAW NO. 16-28.
5. Gov. Msg. No. 16-419:  February 12, 2009 – Certification for vacant position for one Police Officer I at DPS – Tinian.
6. Gov. Msg. No. 16-420:  February 18, 2009 – Certification for annual salary in excess of $50,000 for Dr. Shirish Balachandra (Physician) at CHC, DPH.

7. Gov. Msg. No. 16-421:  February 19, 2009 – Directive to fly Flags half-mast in honor of former Chief Justice Marty Taylor.

8. Gov. Msg. No. 16-422:  February 20, 2009 – Signed into law H.B. No. 16-215, entitled, “To appropriate $40,000.00 of the available and unencumbered money remaining from PL 15-104, earned under the $60 million CIP Bond (PL 11-102) for the Anyuta Island Revetment Repair Project; and for other purposes,” becomes PUBLIC LAW NO. 16-30.
9. Gov. Msg. No. 16-423:  March 01, 2009 – Executive Order 2009-02 regarding Declaration of a State of Disaster Emergency:  CUC – Continuation #7.
10. Gov. Msg. No. 16-424:  February 25, 2009 – Appointment of Mr. Jose Kiyoshi to serve as a member of Commonwealth Elections Commission to represent Tinian.

11. Gov. Msg. No. 16-425:  February 25, 2009 – Certificate for vacant position for Dept. of Commerce.

12. Gov. Msg. No. 16-426:  February 25, 2009 – Certificate for annual salary in excess of $50,000 for Dr. Florian Braig, at CHC.

13. Gov. Msg. No. 16-427:  February 26, 2009 – Re-appointment of Mr. Gregorio Q. Castro to serve as a member of the Board of Professional Licensing representing Tinian.

14. Gov. Msg. No. 16-428:  February 26, 2009 – Certificate for annual salary in excess of $50,000 for Dr. Grogory Kotheimer at CHC.

15. Gov. Msg. No. 16-429:  February 26, 2009 – Certificate for annual salary in excess of $50,000 for Dr. Larry B. Hocog at CHC, DPH.

16. Gov. Msg. No. 16-430:  February 27, 2009 – Certificate for vacant position for five Correction Officers I, eight Corrections Officer II, one Correction Officer III, one Custodial Worker II one Building Maintenance Manager, and one Electronics Tech II at Dept. of Corrections.
17. Gov. Msg. No. 16-431:  February 27, 2009 – Disapproval of H.B. No. 16-4, HD4, entitled, “To repeal and re-enact portions of Chapter 1 of Part 2 of Division 7 of Title 1 of the Commonwealth Code governing the deposit security required of funds of the CNMI Government and its various agencies, including autonomous entities, and for other purposes.”

18. Gov. Msg. No. 16-432:  March 04, 2009 – Submission of FY 2010 Budget proposals to be submitted by April 1, 2009.
19. Gov. Msg. No. 16-433:  March 04, 2009 – Certification for annual salary in excess of $50,000 for Dr. Tuyet Nguyen at CHC.

20. Gov. Msg. No. 16-434:  March 04, 2009 – Certification for vacant position for one Physician at DPH, CHC.

21. Gov. Msg. No. 16-435:  March 04, 2009 – Certification for annual salary in excess of $50,000 for Dr. George Macris at CHC.

22. Gov. Msg. No. 16-436:  February 20, 2009 – Signed into law H.L.B. No. 16-27, D1, entitled, “To appropriate $84,500.00 from local license fees collected for pachinko slot machines and poker machines in the Second Senatorial District; and for other purposes,” becomes TINIAN LOCAL LAW NO. 16-6.
D. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE JUDICIARY:  
1. Jud. Comm. No. 16-18:  February 25, 2009 – Commonwealth Judicial Memorial Ceremony for the Late Chief Justice Marty Taylor for March 5, 2009 10:00 a.m. at the Supreme Court (CNMI).
E. COMMUNICATIONS FROM HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS:  (NONE)
F. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE HOUSE: (NONE)
1. Hse. Comm. No. 16-211:  February 17, 2009 – Overrode Governor’s veto on H.B. No. 16-206, entitled, “To authorize the DPL to pay for land compensation judgments using its operations fund bank accounts by amending 1 CMC § 2803(c) (3); and for other purposes.”

2. Hse. Comm. No. 16-212:  February 19, 2009 – Returning with amendments S.B. No. 16-49, HD1, entitled, “To amend 1 CMC, Division 8, § 8245 (c); and for other purposes.”

3. Hse. Comm. No. 16-213:  February 19, 2009 – Transmitting for Senate action    H.B. No. 16-76, HS1, entitled, “To amend 2 CMC § 7181, and for other purposes.”

4. Hse. Comm. No. 16-214:  February 19, 2009 – Transmitting for Senate action    H.B. No. 16-138, entitled, “To transfer the administrative functions of the Worker’s Compensation Law to the Department of Commerce by amending the Worker’s Compensation Law; and for other purposes.”

5.  Hse. Comm. No. 16-215:  February 19, 2009 – Transmitting for Senate action 

H.B. No. 16-139, entitled, “To transfer the administrative functions of the Government Life and Health Insurance Program to the Department of Finance by amending the Northern Mariana Islands Retirement Fund Act; and for other purposes.”

6.  Hse. Comm. No. 16-216:  February 19, 2009 – Transmitting for Senate action 

H.B. No. 16-175, HS1, entitled, “To amend 1 CMC adding a new subsection creating the Military Family Leave Act of the Commonwealth, and for other purposes.”

7.  Hse. Comm. No. 16-217:  February 19, 2009 – Transmitting for Senate action 

H.B. No. 16-195, entitled, “To amend 4 CMC § 1103 (aa) to include in the definition of wholesalers a seller of bulk motor fuel; and for other purposes.”

8. Hse. Comm. No. 16-218:  February 19, 2009 – Transmitting for Senate action 

H.B. No. 16-220, HS1, entitled, “To amend the Northern Mariana Islands Election Law to provide for runoff election procedures and to allow for the counting of absentee ballots on election day; and for other purposes.”

9.  Hse. Comm. No. 16-219:  February 19, 2009 – Transmitting for Senate action 

H.B. No. 16-166, HS1, entitled, “To assess a fee on plastic checkout bags distributed in the Commonwealth; and for other purposes.”

10.  Hse. Comm. No. 16-220:  February 19, 2009 – From the Office of Representative Ray Yumul regarding PSS CIP Projects.

11.  Hse. Comm. No. 16-221:  February 23, 2009 – Transmitting a Certified copy of 

H.R. No. 16-76, HD1, entitled, “Respectfully requesting Delta Airlines/Northwest Airlines to reconsider its decision on the reduction of flights from Japan to Saipan, the CNMI primary source market on tourism.”

12.  Hse. Comm. No. 16-222:  February 26, 2009 – Transmitting for Senate action 

H.B. No. 16-191, HD1, entitled, “To amend 1 CMC § 7403 and 1 CMC §§ 5103-5143.”  (Commonwealth Emergency Relief Act)
13.  Hse. Comm. No. 16-223:  February 26, 2009 – Transmitting for Senate action 

H.B. No. 16-191, HD1, entitled, “To amend 6 CMC, Article 5; and for other purposes.”  (Guma’ Esperansa Shelter Contribution)

14.  Hse. Comm. No. 16-224:  February 26, 2009 – Transmitting for Senate action 

H.B. No. 16-12, HS2, entitled, “To repeal and reenact Title 4, Chapter 10, as amended by PL 15-16; repeal and reenact 3 CMC § 4303(q(10); amend 3 CMC § 4331(k) as established by PL 15-16; and for other purposes.”  (Foreign Retiree Investment Certificate)

15.  Hse. Comm. No. 16-225:  February 26, 2009 – Transmitting a certified copy of

H.C.R.  No. 16-69, entitled, “Conveying the sincere condolences and sympathy of the House of Representatives to the bereaved family of the late Honorable Marty Wayne Kendall Taylor on the occasion of his untimely passing and to pay fond tribute to his contributions to the Commonwealth.”  

16.  Hse. Comm. No. 16-226:  February 26, 2009 – Transmitting a certified copy of

H.C.R.  No. 16-70, entitled, “Conveying the sincere condolences and sympathy of the House of Representatives to the bereaved family of the late Police Major Antonio Kisa Mesngon, on the occasion of his untimely passing and paying tribute to his services to the people of the Commonwealth and fond memory.” 

17. Hse. Comm. No. 16-227:  February 20, 2009 – Representative Ray Yumul regarding the update on the NMIRF to discuss legislations affecting the Retirement Fund.

18. Hse. Comm. No. 16-228:  March 04, 2009 – Formation of a Joint Legislative

       Federal Recovery Act Committee.

19.  Hse. Comm. No. 16-229:  March 09, 2009 – Returning with amendments Senate Bill No. 16-22, SS1, SD1, HS1, HD1, “To amend parts of 1 CMC 6101 et seq. the Northern Mariana Islands Election Law; and for other purposes.”

20.  Hse. Comm. No. 16-230:  March 09, 2009 – Transmitting for Senate action House Bill No. 16-212, “To amend Section 7204(d) of Title 1 of the Commonwealth Code pertaining to the hiring of employees during a period of continuing appropriations; and for other purposes.”

21.  Hse. Comm. No. 16-231:  March 09, 2009 – Transmitting for Senate action House Joint Resolution No. 16-24, “To support and advocate the passage of H.R. 934 now pending before the 111th United States Congress; and for other purposes.”

G. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE WASHINGTON DELEGATE: 
1. Wash. Delegate Comm. No. 16-01:  February 09, 2009 – Congressman Sablan’s request to delay commencement of the transition period over immigration in the Commonwealth.

H. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  (NONE)

I. PRE-FILED BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS:
1. Senate Resolution No. 16-31:  To recognize the courageous work of the US Seabees who served in Saipan and Tinian during WWII and respectfully requesting the Department of Interior to build a monument in their honor in American Memorial Park on the Island of Saipan.  (SEN. MARIA FRICA T. PANGELINAN – 02/25/09 and COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE)
2. Senate Commemorative Resolution No. 16-04:  In honor of the late Antonio Kisa Mesngon and expressing the Senate’s sincere condolences to his bereaved family for their loss.  (SEN. PATERNO S. HOCOG AND COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – 02/25/09)

3. Senate Commemorative Resolution No. 16-05:  Honoring the late Commonwealth Supreme Court Chief Justice Marty W. K. Taylor for his significant achievements and important contributions to the people of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.  (SEN. PETE P. REYES AND COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – 03/04/09)

J. INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS: (NONE)
K. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:   
1.  Standing Committee Report No. 16-42:  March 06, 2009 – From the Fiscal Affairs Committee reporting on S.B. No. 16-50, entitled, “To provide Relief to CDA Borrowers; and for other purposes.” 

L.
REPORTS OF SPECIAL AND CONFERENCE COMMITTEES:   (NONE)
M.       RESOLUTION CALENDAR: 

1.  Senate Commemorative Resolution No. 16-04 – The late Antonio Kisa Mesngon
2.  Senate Commemorative Resolution No. 16-05 – The late Marty W. K. Taylor

3.  Senate Resolution No. 16-30 – To recognize, acknowledge, and honor a lifetime of accomplishment and service rendered by Retired Colonel Juan Cruz Tenorio to his country and to his people of the CNMI.
4.
Senate Resolution No. 16-31 – US Seabees monument 
N.
BILL CALENDAR:

FIRST READING

	LEG. NO.
	TITLE

	
	


FINAL READING

	LEG. NO.
	TITLE

	S.B. No. 16-15
	To establish a Prudent Investor Act in the Commonwealth

	S.B. No. 16-49, HD1
(Hse. Comm. No. 16-212)
	To amend 1 CMC, Division 8, § 8245 (c)

	S.B. No. 16-22, SS1,

SD1, HS1, HD1
(Hse. Comm 16-229)
	To amend parts of 1 CMC 6101 et seq., the Northern Mariana Islands Election Law

	H.B. No. 16-206

(Gov. Msg. No. 16-416)


	To authorize the Department of Public Lands to pay for land compensation judgments using its operations fund bank accounts by amending 1 CMC § 2803 (c) (3)

	H.B. No. 16-194

(Hse. Comm No. 16-196)
	To amend 4 CMC § 1205 (c) to add the Northern Marianas Trade Institute as a qualified educational institution for purposes of the education tax credit

	H.B. No. 16-145, HD2

(Hse. Comm. No. 16-177)
	To mandate the Commonwealth Government to prioritize and pay the retirement employer contributions of government employees who are eligible to retire 


O.
PETITIONS, MEMORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS:  
1. Misc. Comm. No. 16-268:  January 29, 2009 – U.S. Dept. of Navy regarding the draft Environmental Impact Statement/Overseas Environmental Impact Statement Mariana Islands range complex executive summary.  (Copy of report is under Communication/Miscellaneous of the SENATE Folder network files)
2. Misc. Comm. No. 16-269:  February 02, 2009 –U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on the Public Notice of Application for Permit to MVA to sink the M/V Charito at LauLau Bay to create another dive site for local and tourist SCUBA divers.
3. Misc. Comm. No. 16-270:  February 11, 2009 –16th Tinian & Aguiguan Legislative Delegation Session on February 17, 2009 at Senator Joseph Mendiola’s Office at 1 p.m.
4. Misc. Comm. No. 16-271:  February 11, 2009 –NM Trades Institute schedule of tuition and fees.
5. Misc. Comm. No. 16-272:  February 14, 2009 – Letter of support from the residents of Tinian of the NGP proposed Hotel/Casino Resort development at Pina area in Tinian.

6. Misc. Comm. No. 16-273:  February 17, 2009 – NMI Retirement Fund regarding NMIRF Board of Trustee vacancy.

7. Misc. Comm. No. 16-274:  February 17, 2009 – NMI Retirement Fund regarding Upcoming NMIRF working group meeting.

8. Misc. Comm. No. 16-275:  February 20, 2009 –  Chairman of Saipan and Northern Islands Legislative Delegation regarding Regular Session on Wednesday, February 25, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.
 9.  Misc. Comm. No. 16-276:  February 18, 2009 – SHEFA’s comment on HLB No. 16-22, “To authorize SHEFA (sic) for students who have not obtained a high school diploma or its equivalent who are enrolled in a trade institution such as the NM Trades Institute; to amend 10 CMC section 3921(e) and section 3922 (on qualifications for SHEFA board membership); and for other purposes.”
10.  Misc. Comm. No. 16-277:  February 20, 2009 – NMHC request for financial assistance.

11.  Misc. Comm. No. 16-278:  February 23, 2009 – SNILD rescheduling of Third Regular Session from February 25, 2009 to March 04, 2009 at 9:30 a.m.

12.  Misc. Comm. No. 16-279:  February 3, 2009 – U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs on HJR No. 16-15, HS1, HD1 – Establish a benefits .
13.  Misc. Comm. No. 16-280:  February  2009 – Credit Tracker, Saipan Credit Reporting Agency .

14.  Misc. Comm. No. 16-281:  February 25, 2009 – Neo Goldwings Paradise (NGP) Land Lease Agreement.

15.  Misc. Comm. No. 16-282:  February 25, 2009 – Oversight hearing invitation on March 10th 10:00 a.m. regarding “Implementation of PL 110-229” to the CNMI.

16.  Misc. Comm. No. 16-283:  February 27, 2009 – PUTC Joint Standing Committee on the Status of the Power Plant 1 Rehabilitation.

17. Misc. Comm. No. 16-284:  February 27, 2009 – Legislative Bureau regarding U.S. Library of Congress request for legislative records of the Fifteenth NMI Legislature.
18. Misc. Comm. No. 16-285:  February 24, 2009 – Zoning Board regarding FY 08 Annual Report.

19. Misc. Comm. No. 16-286:  February 24, 2009 – Zoning Board regarding Final Progress Report, Grant OMIP-CNMI-2006-5.

P.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:  
Q.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
R.        ADJOURNMENT.
APPEARANCE OF SENATE LOCAL BILLS

	LEG. NO.
	TITLE
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FINAL
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