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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Sixteenth Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legislature

Fourth Regular Session, 2009
SESSION DAY
CALENDAR DAY
TIME
3rd  Day, Fourth Regular Session
Tuesday, September 8, 2009
9:00 a.m.

ORDER OF BUSINESS
FINAL – 9/8/09 AM
A Moment of Silence
 1.
ROLL CALL 
 2.
ADOPTION OF JOURNALS – (6) 
1st Day, First Special Session, April 1, 2009
1st Day, Second Special Session, April 14, 2009
1st Day, Third Special Session, May 8, 2009

2nd Day, Third Special Session, May 12, 2009
1st Day, Fourth Special Session, May 19, 2009
1st Day, Fifth Special Session, June 4, 2009
3.
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

House Bills: 

H. B. No. 16-271: To create the Second Marianas Political Status Commission; to reexamine whether the people desire continuing in a “commonwealth” relationship with the United States pursuant to the terms of the original Covenant agreement; to determine if that continuation is in their best interest;, or whether some other political status would better enable them to fulfill their aspirations of full and meaningful self-government; and for other purposes. (Representative Stanley Torres)
H. B. No. 16-272: To require the Commonwealth Utilities Corporation to compensate consumers for damages to appliances and other electrical devises caused by power surges, voltage fluctuations, or frequency fluctuations in the power supplied by the Corporation; and for other purposes. (Rep. Joseph C. Reyes)
House Legislative Initiatives: 

House Local Bills: 

4.
INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTIONS 

House Commemorative Resolutions: 

H. Comm. Res. No. 16-93: To honor Chief Warrant Officer Francisco Palacios upon his well-deserved retirement for the many contributions he has made to the security of our nation and particularly, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands through his dedication, commitment, and service in the United States Coast Guard. 

(Rep. Joseph P. Deleon Guerrero + 3)

House Resolutions: 

House Concurrent Resolutions: 

House Joint Resolutions: 

H. J. R. No. 16-29: To commend and express the support of the 16th Commonwealth Legislature to Mr. David J. Sablan and Mrs. Consolacion D. Sablan for the development of homes and condominiums on Property Tract No. 21951, in San Vicente, Saipan. (Rep. Ramon A. Tebuteb +1)
H. J. R. No. 16-30: To support the development and implementation of a Beach Road Corridor Improvement Project in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. (Rep. Arnold I. Palacios +5)
 5.
MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
Gov. Comm. 16-409: (8/17/09) Informing the House that he signed into law H. B. No. 16-240 (Amending the Alcoholic Beverage Control Act: Sampling). Became Public Law 16-44.
Gov. Comm. 16-410: (8/20/09) Informing the House that he signed into law H. B. No. 16-192, HD1 (Election Day: Allow sell of alcohol at Mañagaha). Became Public Law 16-45.

Gov. Comm. 16-411: (8/20/09) Informing the House that he disapproved S. B. No. 16-51, SD1 (Attorney General Confirmation Act of 2009). [Deadline 10/19/09]
Gov. Comm. 16-412: (8/28/09) Informing the House that he signed into law H. L. B. No. 16-43, ($110,000 appropriation from Tinian Developer Tax). Became Tinian Local Law 16-11
Gov. Comm. 16-413: (8/28/09) Informing the House that he signed into law H. L. B. No. 16-42, S1, ($41,500.00 Appropriation from Tinian Poker/Pachinko Licensing Fees). Became Tinian Local Law 16-12
Gov. Comm. 16-414: (8/28/09) Executive Order 2009-09 – Declaration of State of Emergency for CUC’s Imminent Generation and other failures and the need to provide immediate reliable power during repairs, Continuation #13.

Gov. Comm. 16-415: (8/26/09) Certification for salary in excess of $50,000 for Mr. Joseph L.G. Taijeron (AGO).
Gov. Comm. 16-416: (8/26/09) Certification for salary in excess of $50,000 for Dr. Hormzadiar Dastoor (MD).

Gov. Comm. 16-417: (8/26/09) Certification for salary in excess of $50,000 fro Dr. Jeri Manning Hallman (MD).

Gov. Comm. 16-418: (8/28/09) Certification for salary in excess of $50,000 for Dr. Joseph Sean Livingston (MD).

Gov. Comm. 16-419: (9/3/09) Certification for salary in excess of $50,000 for Dr. DeLinda Wills (MD).

Gov. Comm. 16-420: (8/31/09) Memo from the Governor to all department heads regarding the freeze on government spending.

6.
SENATE COMMUNICATIONS 
Sen. Comm. 16-181: (8/17/09) Informing the House that the Senate failed to pass H. B. No. 16-208, SD1, HD1 (To waive the two‑year work experience for NMC Non‑Resident Nursing graduates) on August 14, 2009. [For info]
Sen. Comm. 16-182: (8/25/09) Transmitting a certified copy of S. J. R. No. 16-13, SD1 (In honor of the US National Guard and Reserve Forces). [For info]

Sen. Comm. 16-183: (9/3/09) Informing the House that the Senate adopted the conference amendments to H. B. No. 16-47, HD2, SD1, CCS1 (Sen. C. C. R. No. 16-3) passing the bill on September 3, 2009. [For info]

 7.
HOUSE COMMUNICATIONS - None
Hse. Comm. 16-: (9/4/09) From Representative Stanley Torres to Acting Governor Eloy Inos regarding the required quorum for PUC in the absence of Commissioner Kimberly King-Hinds.
8.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE JUDICIAL BRANCH - None
 9.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE NMI DELEGATE (U.S. CONGRESS) - None
10.
COMMUNICATIONS FROM DEPARTMENTS & AGENCIES 
Dept./Agcy. Comm. 16-99: From Commerce Secretary Michael J. Ada writing in support of IT&E’s grant application for funding through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA).
Dept./Agcy. Comm. 16-100: From NMI Retirement Fund Administrator regarding the schedule to meeting with the Legislature re. Civil Action No. 06-0367.

11.
OTHER COMMUNICATIONS 
Misc. Comm. 16-79: (7/27/09) From US Department of Labor Assistant Secretary Jane Oates acknowledging receipt of H. J. R. No. 16-21, HD1.
Misc. Comm. 16-80: (Undated) Certified copy of Resolutions 2008-18 thru 2008‑22 adopted by the Association of Mariana Islands Mayors, Vice Mayors, and Elected Municipal Councils.

Misc. Comm. 16-81: (Undated) An open letter to the 16th Legislature by Ms. Jeanne H. Rayphand regarding the health of persons with special needs.

12.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
1. S. C. R. No. 16-113: Reporting on S. B. No. 16-27, SS1, entitled, “To require all contractors to be licensed in the Commonwealth; and for other purposes.” Your Committee on Commerce and Tourism recommends that the House pass the S. B. No. 16‑27, SS1 as substituted by the Committee
2.
S. C. R. No. 16-114: Reporting on S. B. No. 16-09, CS1, entitled, “To amend 1 CMC § 553(k) to provide for a three percent (3%) simple interest rate for outstanding obligations of the Commonwealth; to amend 7 CMC § 4101 governing the award of prejudgment and post judgment interest against the Commonwealth; to amend 7 CMC § 101 concerning pre and post judgment interest generally; to codify a policy concerning the payment of tax rebates without penalties and interest; to amend 7 CMC § 2205 regarding the sovereign immunity of the Commonwealth in the payment of money judgment; and for other purposes.” Your Committee on Ways and Means recommends that the House pass the S. B. No. 16‑09, CS1, as amended by the Committee.
3.
S. C. R. No. 16-115: Reporting on H. B. No. 16-154, entitled, “To establish a Special Education Scholarship Program for students pursuing a post-graduate or post‑baccalaureate degree in special education; and for other purposes.” Your Committee on Health, Education and Welfare recommends that the House pass H. B. No. 16‑154, HS1, as substituted by the Committee.
4.
S. C. R. No. 16-116: Reporting on H. R. No. 16-6, entitled, “Recognizing the need to assist the disabled citizens of our islands in their parking needs at the front of the Legislature”. Your Committee on Health, Education and Welfare recommends that the House pass H. R. No. 16‑6, HD1, as amended by the Committee.
13.
REPORTS OF SPECIAL AND CONFERENCE COMMITTEES - None
14.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None

15.
RESOLUTION CALENDAR 

	Resolutions
	
	

	H. R. No. 16-91
	To request the Department of Public Lands to designate thirty hectares of public land on Tinian, thirty hectares of public land on Rota and ten hectares of public land on Saipan as Free Trade Zones to be administered by the mayors of the respective islands and to transfer fee simple interest of such public lands to each respective municipality. 
	

	H. R. No. 16-93
	Supporting H.R. 934, a U.S. House congressional bill to convey certain submerged lands to the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands in order to give that territory the same benefits in its submerged lands as Guam, the Virgin Islands, and American Samoa have in their submerged lands, and to preserve the Commonwealth Governments joint management role in the Marianas Trench Marine National Monument.
	

	H. J. R. No. 16-28
	Respectfully requesting Gregorio Kilili Sablan, CNMI Delegate to the United Sates Congress, 111th United States Congress to support the removal and reclassification of the Nightingale Reed-Warbler from the United States Fish and Wildlife endangered species list
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


16.
BILL CALENDAR

	
	Bills/Initiatives
	
	

	1
	H. B. No. 16-201
	To establish a government service severance package for employees funded by the General Fund with at least eighteen years of government service; and for other purposes.
	

	2
	H. L. I. No. 16-8
	To amend Article XII of the Constitution of the Northern Mariana Islands by adding a new Section 7 to allow each senatorial district to amend or repeal the restrictions on alienation of land with respect to its senatorial district [See S. C. R. No. 16-60, Subst. 1]
	

	4
	H. B. No. 16-132, HD1
	To authorize the Marianas Visitors Authority to regulate tour operators and tour guides by amending 4 CMC § 2103; and for other purposes. [See S. C. R. No. 16-79]
	

	5
	H. B. No. 16-146, HS1
	To establish a Village and Agricultural Homesteading Program in the Northern Islands; and for other purposes. [See S. C. R. No. 16-82]
	

	6
	H. B. No. 16-15
	To amend Title 1 CMC § 8365 to establish that the Northern Marianas Retirement Fund receive its tax revenue from the hotel occupancy tax and alcoholic container tax directly into a special fund within the Department of Finance. [See S. C. R. No. 16-83]
	

	7
	H. B. No. 16-225
	To amend 4 CMC § 1503(a)(5) to reduce the license fee for pachinko slot machines; and for other purposes. [See S. C. R. No. 16-84]
	

	8
	H. B. No. 16-235
	To amend 2 CMC § 7113(e)(3) regarding the erection of temporary structures used for public events; and for other purposes.
	

	9
	H. B. No. 16-68, SD1
	To repeal and reenact 1 CMC § 8364, as amended by Public Law 15-70, Section 4(j), to allow annuitants to enroll in the Commonwealth government health care program, and to amend 1 CMC § 8392; and for other purposes. [See Sen. Comm. 16-165]
	

	11
	H. B. No. 16-167, HD3
	To amend 1 CMC § 8222 regarding housing for key government officials; and for other purposes. [See S. C. R. No. 16-91]
	

	12
	H. B. No. 16-178, HD1.
	To repeal and replace Title 6, Division 5, Chapters 1 and 2 and create a comprehensive juvenile justice system that will protect the community, hold the juvenile accountable for his or her actions, and assist the juvenile in developing skills to become a contributing member of a diverse community; to establish a system for the appointment and regulation of guardians ad litem to support juveniles and the community at large; and for other purposes. [See S. C. R. No. 16-92]
	

	13
	H. B. No. 16-210, HD1.
	To restructure the Qualifying Certificate Program by repealing and re-enacting the Investment Incentive Act; and for other purposes. [See S. C. R. No. 16-94]
	

	14
	H. L. I. No. 16-18, HD1
	To amend Article XI, Section 5(g) of the NMI Constitution to authorize the Department of Public Lands to reserve twenty percent of its operational expense to pay and satisfy land compensation claims; and for other purposes. [See S. C. R. No. 16-96] 
	

	15
	H. B. No. 16-222
	To repeal Public Law 15-42 in its entirety; and for other purposes. [See S. C. R. No. 16-97]
	

	16
	H. B. No. 16-219, HD1
	To designate Lau Lau Bay as a boat launching site to facilitate quicker response times for emergencies located on the eastern coastline of Saipan; and for other purposes. [S. C. R. No. 16-99]
	

	17
	S. B. No. 16-23
	To reduce unemployment among resident workers by encouraging to work under contracts for services to the Commonwealth Government for capital improvement projects that pay the employees under such contacts at least the prevailing U.S. minimum wage; and for other purposes. [S. C. R. No. 16-101]
	

	18
	H. B . No. 16-254
	To amend 1 CMC Section 8314(a) to provide for additional eighth Trustee to the Board of Trustees of the Retirement Fund; and for other purposes. [S. C. R. No. 16-102]
	

	19
	H. B. No. 16-230
	To amend Title 6, Section 2223 to provide the Department of Public Safety with the authority to dispose of all firearms within its custody and to required DPS to promulgate rules and regulations for the fair and safe disposition of all firearms within its custody; and for other purposes. [S. C. R. No. 16-103]
	

	20
	H. B. No. 16-157
	To establish an Incompetency Determination Act; and for other purposes. [S. C. R. No. 16-105]
	

	21
	H. B. No. 16-160
	To repeal and reenact 1 CMC § 8392; and for other purposes. [S. C. R. No. 16-106]
	

	22
	H. B. No. 16-38
	To repeal Section 3 of Public Law 13‑1, to repeal and reenact Chapters 1‑3, to repeal and reenact Chapters 1‑3 of Part 1 of Division 8 of Title 1 of the Commonwealth Code; and for other purposes. [S. C. R. No. 16-107]
	

	23
	H. B. No. 16-116
	To establish standard guidelines for employees on military leave pursuant to the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act, Chapter 43 of Title 38 U.S.C.; and for other purposes. [S. C. R. No. 16-108]
	

	24
	H. B. No. 16-238
	To amend 4 CMC § 50144(b) increasing fines to deter retailers from selling tobacco products to minors; and for other purposes. [S. C. R. No. 16-109]
	

	25
	H. B. No. 16‑122
	To repeal Division 4 of Title 1 of the Commonwealth Code; and for other purposes. [S. C. R. No. 16-110]
	

	26
	H. L. I. No. 16-23
	To amend Article III, Section 11 of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands to authorize the election of an Attorney General; and for other purposes. [S. C. R. No. 16-112]
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


17.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

18.
ANNOUNCEMENTS


(ADJOURNMENT)


APPEARANCE OF LOCAL BILLS 

First appearance: 1st Legislative appearance of a local bill is on the day it is introduced.
Second appearance: None
Third Appearance: None
