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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
FIFTEENTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION, 2006

HOUSE LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVE NoO. 15-3, HD1

A HOUSE LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVE

To amend Article XV, Section 1(c) and (e) of the Constitution of the
Northern Marianas Islands.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE FIFTEENTH NORTHERN MARIANAS COMMONWEALTH

LEGISLATURE:

1 Section 1. Legislative Initiative. The Fifteenth Northern Marianas Commonwealth ,

2 Legislature, by the affirmative vote of three-fourths of the members of each house present and |

3 voting, hereby proposes the following amendment to Article XV, Section 1l(c)e) of the

4 Constitution of the Northern Mariana Islands to be placed before the people for ratification at the

5 next general election:

6 "A PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

7 Section 1: Elementary and Secondary Education

8 (c) The board of education shall have five members, elected at large on a non-

9 partisan basis as follows: one from the first senatorial district, one from the second
10 senatorial district and three from the third senatorial district. Elected members of the board
11; of education shall serve terms of four years except that the terms of the first members E
12 elected shall be determined by drawing of lots with three members serving a term of four
13 years and two members serving a term of two years. The governor shall appoint three
14 nonvoting ex-officio members to the board of education: one member shall be a high school
15 student attending a public school; one member shall be a representative of nonpublic
16, schools; and one member selected by an-exe tative-of the teachers
17 within the Department-of-Edueation Public School System. The selection process of a
18é public school teacher representative shall be established by law. Elected members of the
19 board shall serve commencing on the second Monday of January in the year following the
20 regular general election at which they were elected. The elected board members shall

21 be limited to two terms.
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(e) The public elementary and secondary education system shall be guaranteed
an annual budget of not less than fifteen percent of the general revenues of the

Commonwealth through an annual appropriation. The budgetary appropriation may

not be reprogrammed for other purposes, and any unencumbered fund balance at the

end of a fiscal year shall be available for reappropriation.”

Section 2. Adoption and Transmittal. The Speaker of the House and the President

of the Senate shall certify, and the Clerks of the House and Senate shall attest to the passage
of this Legislative Initiative. The House Clerk shall then cause the Initiative to be transmitted
to the Governor and the Board of Elections. Pursuant to Article XVIII, Section 5 of the
Commonwealth Constitution, the Board shall place this Legislative Initiative, with the
Findings and Purpose section herein, before the people of the Commonwealth for ratification

vote in the next regular general election.

Passed by the House of Representatives on May 16, 2007 and the Senate on

August 16, 2007, by the affirmative vote of three-fourths of the members in each house.

CERTIFIED BY:
@SCARM. BABAUTA / JoSEPH NI. MENDIOLA
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE SENATE PRESIDENT
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