Internet Halachah — Session 3

Erasing God’s Name from a Disk, Screen or Website
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1 These are the rules and laws that you must carefully keep in the land that God, Lord of your fathers,
is giving you so that you will be able to occupy it as long as you live on earth: 2 Do away with all the
places where the nations whom you are driving out worship their gods, [whether they are] on the high
mountains, on the hills, or under any luxuriant tree. 3 You must tear down their altars, break up their
sacred pillars, burn their Asherah trees, and chop down the statues of their gods, obliterating their
names from that place. 4 You may not worship God your Lord in such a manner.
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e A warning against erasing the divine name or removing stones from the altar or from the
courtyard...
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e This verse is the root of the prohibition of erasing God’s name
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¢ Biblical prohibition
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e Forbidden to destroy any holy texts or their commentaries
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e Disposing of a worn-out Sefer Torah
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e Same thing applies to Torah works
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e A tape recording of songs including divine names.
¢ No real prohibition, but it should be avoided
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e Erasing only applies to letter
e Yetitis ‘repellent’, so one should do it indirectly
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¢ I've noticed that some authorities are stringent about erasing music
e Does one need to worry about this at all?
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e What's the halachah about writing with invisible ink on Shabbat?
e Is there at least a rabbinical prohibition?
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¢ Would this automatically extend to erasing?
e But recordings do not fall into the category of erasing at all
e The stringent authorities don’t understand how it works
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For it was taught: If one has the [Divine] Name written on his skin, he must not bathe nor anoint
[himself] nor stand in an unclean place. If he must perform an obligatory tebillah, he must wind a reed
about it and descend and perform tebillah. R. Jose said: He may at all times descend and perform
tebillah in the ordinary way, provided that he does not rub [it]? — There it is different, because
Scripture saith, And ye shall destroy their name out of that place. Ye shall not do so unto the Lord your
God: only [direct] action is forbidden, but indirect action is permitted. If so, here too it is written, thou
shalt not do any work: only [direct] action is forbidden, but indirect action is permitted.
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e A utensil on which is the divine name is written, cut the place off
o Written on one’s skin, one may not wash or go somewhere unclean
e Wrapping the area with a cloth or rubber
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e Even when it's technically permitted, it is a very great shame to erase the name
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e Even indirect erasing is forbidden
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e Writing the divine name on a blackboard
e One may not erase the divine name from a board
e Obviously, one should not write it in the first place
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e Writing in Egyptian on a blackboard on Chol HaMoed
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o Whatever is forbidden in Hebrew should also be forbidden in other languages
e The status of divine names in German and Polish
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e A book with letters on edges — opening and closing on Shabbat

17 Nishmat Avraham, quoting R. S.Z. Auerbach

Shooting electrons is not considered by the Torah as writing, but storing those letters on the diskette is
likely to be considered under the prohibition of ‘building’, for he forms a container thereby.

18 JHICS, XIV

Rabbi Hecht was asked if one installed light bulbs that spelled out the name of God, would it be
permissible to unplug the device once the lights were on?.... Rabbi Hecht said that it is permissible,
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since cutting off the electric supply is not erasing God’s name, rather it is preventing it from being
written. We could extend this answer to the computer screen as well.
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e Impermanent lettering and Chol HaMoed
e Forbidden, but not biblically

¢ Anything that does not endure is not biblically forbidden
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e Chok Tuchot
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