Why are the Chinese eating Ishmael’s Fish?

	Sierra Leone is ranked 180 out of 187 for Human Development
	There are 10 boat crews in Manya, these consist of 3 people per boat

	Manya has no electricity or running water 
	The Fish is smoked in smoke houses run by the women of the village, Ishmaels wife runs one of these smoke houses

	The breakers off the coast can reach 4 metres high, they must go through them to reach the best fishing grounds
	Between 1991 and 2002 a civil war devastated the country leaving more than 50,000 people dead and much of the country's infrastructure destroyed

	There are 100 people living in Manya, most of them are related to Ishmael  
	The Pirate boats are big trawlers from countries as far away as China

	The Pirate Trawler boats throw away many of the fish that they catch by trawling, (as much as 90%) more are thrown away by one trawler than can be caught by a village of fishermen
	It is estimated that the number of fish off the coast of Sierra Leone are declining. They have been over exploited.

	Ishmael is in debt, for six months earnings, as he has had to borrow money for school fees and when his daughter had Maleria
	The local fishermen of Sierra Leone have very little impact on the number of fish

	Wood for the smoke houses has to be collected by the fisherman from along the coast
	In Manya on the Coast of Sierra Leone the only source of income and food is Fishing

	Ishmael boat, like all the boats in the village, is a canoes hollowed out of one piece of tree
	Manya is in an area where there is Maleria and children often catch the disease

	Fish provides 80% of all the animal protein eaten in Sierra Leone
	The Government of Sierra Leone do not have resources to patrol the coast and protect fishermen 

	The illegal trawlers often switch their lights off at night, to conceal the identity of their boats, this makes it too dangerous to fish at night
	It is estimated that Sierra Leone, one of the poorest countires in the world loses fish worth £29 million to pirates each year

	Trawling is very damaging to the environment as the nets are dragged along the ocean floor destroying habitats
	There are 30,000 small scale fisherman in Sierra Leone and 200,000 people who work in smoking and trading in the fish

	Ishmael and the other fishermen of Manya go fishing in the night to try and get to the fish before the Pirate Trawlers
	At the end of the week the fish are taken to market, they make an average of £30 this needs to be shared between 6 people

	
Last month, in Manya, Ishmaels nephew was killed because his net became entangled at night with a trawler and he was pulled into the sea.
	
There is a five mile exclusion zone to prevent trawlers coming in close to the coast

	Pirate Fishing started during the chaos of the civil war when there was no government in Sierra Leone to protect the coast
	There are less and less fish close to the shore and Ishmael has to go further out to sea, in a boat that was not designed for this




http://www.ejfoundation.org/page370.html


