Name: ________________________________


Mysteries of History

Long Term Project for Ron Lamb’s Ancient Cultures Class

Research Report

You will choose an ancient culture that you are interested in studying from North, Central, or South America (see last page for ideas). Your paper will consist of two main sections:

1. Culture Universals--You must research and write about at least five Culture Universals 

2. Mystery--You must research a “mystery” involving your ancient culture.  This can be any aspect of the culture in which there are different theories.  You should discuss each theory and give your opinion about the theories.

The report should be a minimum of 4 pages for 6th graders and 5 pages for 7th and 8th graders, typed and double-spaced with a 12 point font.  You should include a bibliography of sources of information you used in your report (minimum of 5), which does not count in your minimum page requirement. I recommend using EasyBib  www.easybib.com to create your bibliography.
Visuals

As you research your topic, keep in mind that you will need visuals to enhance your Presentation of Learning.  Most students use PowerPoint and include maps and other digital pictures.  Other ideas to consider are costumes, artifacts (or simulations of artifacts), food, etc.  Please see Mr. Lamb if you have other ideas for visuals to enhance your presentation. 

Due Dates 

•February 9

Choose a culture

•February 23 

Outline due



•March 2

Rough draft of report due

•March 16

Final report due

•April 10 & 11

Presentations of Learning

Topic Ideas

Maya


What happened to the Maya civilization? 

How and why did they play the ball game??


What are the theories around the Mayan calendar ending in 2012?
Inca

What is the purpose of the khipu or Inca strings?

What was the purpose of Machu Pichu?


How were Inca fortresses built?

Aztec


Sacrifices/Cannibalism—why did the Aztec engage in these practices?

Christianity—why did the Aztec convert to Christianity?
How were the Aztec conquered so easily by the Spanish?
Nazca 


What were the mysterious Nazca lines?

Anasazi


Why did the Anasazi abandon the pueblos in the Four Corners region?


Why did the complex civilization at Chaco Canyon suddenly collapse?


Did the Anasazi engage in cannibalism?  Why?

Apishapa


What happened to their civilization?

Olmec


Where did the Olmec come from?
Toltec


What is the connection between the Toltec and the Maya?
Teotihuacan


Who built their great city?

Shaft Tomb Culture


Were they one culture or many?

Inuit


What is the purpose of Inuit throat singing?

Other ancient cultures to consider:

Huastec 
Mixtec

Zapotec
See Mr. Lamb if you have another idea for a topic.

