Internet Halachah — Session 2

More Copyright, Software Piracy and Intellectual Property:
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e Squatters’ rights and responsibilities

e What if no loss is incurred by the owner of the property?
e Forcing the owner to let an empty property

e Assumption that all properties are available to rent

o Damage to the property and ramifications
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e A question from the community of Leghorn to Rabbi Yechezkel Landau of Prague

e Reuven authored a commentary on part of the Mishnah

e The printer, Shimon, did not take down the print blocks, removed Reuven's commentary and
reprinted the Mishnah

¢ Reuven claims compensation

e Shimon claims they belong to him
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o Similarity to the case of squatting and causing damage
e Loss is considerable as Shimon has flooded the market
e Shimon must reimburse Reuven for the loss
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¢ Note from Baruch Taam — how can Reuven retain rights in this way even after the first print-run?

e There is not a trace of prohibition
e Is it credible to say that when Shimon puts his goods on Reuven’s wagon that he must pay?
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e Copyright issues

¢ What if the second book differs from the first?

e Itis obvious that the first retains rights over future publications
e Are our laws less protective than secular laws?
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o A deposited Sefer Torah must be rolled once in 12 months
o Butif one reads it for one’s own interest, one becomes liable for mishap
¢ One may also not copy it, but note exception
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e The chap who wanted to translate sections from Igrot Moshe
e The author has the right to withhold permission
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e Misuse of a hired animal
e Someone who ignores the will of the owner is called a thief
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e The pauper who misuses a donation
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e Itis permitted to retain rights to an item that has been sold — idea of ‘shiur’
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¢ Rights to cassettes and copying restrictions
e Full-blown theft due to ‘shiur’ principle
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e The copier should compensate the owner, as he has diminished his sales
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e Separation of benefit from theft
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e Pirating a copy
e %Yiush’ and rights
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e The second cassette belongs to the thief, so copying it is not theft, although it is illicit benefit
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Copyright forbids copying! However, the person may not actually be a thief

If the original is for sale, the copier causes a loss to the owner

Copying a copy is not technically theft

Yet it is forbidden, because of ‘shiur’ and increases sins, although receiving it as a gift is permitted
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