Maya

Time Period

•300 to 900 AD

Location
•Lived in what is now Belize, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, and southern Mexico (mostly in tropical rainforests)

Major 


•Excelled in astronomy

Accomplishments
•Developed an accurate calendar 

•Developed a sophisticated form of writing





•Developed a system to write numbers

Farming


•Most common people were farmers

•Sophisticated farming methods were used

Building
•Built large stone structures such as palaces and pyramids 

•Did not have metal tools, pulleys, or the wheel

Religion
•Very religious—worshipped many gods and goddesses 

•Temples and pyramids were used for religious ceremonies


Decline
•Around 800 AD their large cities were abandoned

•Common theories include drought, warfare, and famine






•Descendents of the ancient Maya live in Central America today

