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Joe Bedu in 2003





The new Day Care Centre - NB strip lighting!





Achievements in 2011








In the last few years the school has been utterly transformed.  From a rather sleepy establishment with no loos, no water or electricity, no doors or windows, and using some makeshift classrooms made of bamboo and palm leaves, it has blossomed into a real compound with a thriving Day Care Centre and a Junior High School section.  The school population has burgeoned, a fact recognized by the Local Authority which ordered and funded the construction of a major new classroom and office block.  Thanks to grants from the J.Bedu Memorial Fund, the Alma Jean Henry Trust and the charity Ghana School Aid, electricity and standpipes are now installed.  All since Penny’s last visit in March this year, and she can’t wait to go again to see all these wonders!!  Many many congratulations to the team on the ground who have worked extremely hard, planning everything, negotiating prices, supervising workmen, handling the finances.  They have even managed to get cables installed which do not contain copper, thus making them very much less attractive to cable thieves.  Well done, indeed.


The KVIPs are being well looked-after.  That’s a lot easier now that there is a standpipe adjacent to them.  Soap and towels are provided.


We’re delighted to say that pupils are now making earrings using the materials Penny took out in March.  So far sales have brought in 50 Ghana cedis (£20) for the school.  Penny’s next job is to obtain fittings that do not discolour in the humidity.  Sorry for the delay in that.
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Christmas is upon us once again!  This letter brings greetings and good wishes to the many friends who knew Joe Bedu and/or who are supporting the J.Bedu projects in Daffor-Awudome.  You probably remember from our July Newsletter that the KVIPs are up and running and that the installation of electricity was imminent; also that a new classroom block was being built by the Local Authority in Ghana.  I am happy to report now that every classroom now has strip lighting and the new block is in use.  Cousin Ben Beke travelled to Daffor in November and has brought back pictures and news. 
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Salomey showing off the new light!
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Greetings to you all!








The Joe Bedu Memorial Fund
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KG 1 with a new slide donated by Andy Beke and the new block in the background
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 The JBMF committee met in November in the presence of cousin Ben.  It reports that the laminated pictures originally from the Let’s Read programme and provided by Penny are in use in the classroom.  Also that the CD player has been the centre of music and dance periods and the children were able to sing some of the songs.  It is really good to know that our money is being used so constructively. We have received full accounts for moneys received and spent so far.


There is more good news:  thanks to our channeling donations through Ghana School Aid and thus qualifying for the government rebate of 25p in the pound, we still have some money with GSA. Standard grants for 2012 are £740 for the school and DCC, to spend as the committee decides, and £740 for Day Care staff salaries.  We asked the committee to establish a list of priorities for future funding, and this is what they need:  library books, computers, renovate computer lab, sports equipment, fencing round KVIPs, perimeter hedge.  The grants will be sent anyway, and we should also be able to send extra to make a start on those priorities.  As always, any small (or large) help you can give will be gratefully received.


The little school at Bethel-Awudome will not be forgotten either.  Patience Agbeti is applying to GSA for a further grant to finish roofing her Junior High School block, and we will also send some funding.  Patience has written a fantastic application letter to GSA explaining the ups and downs of the school she started as a private initiative.  Very, very good luck to her!


 














The Joe Bedu Memorial Fund




















Penny Sewell


The above is extracted from my biannual newsletter to anyone interested in the Ghana projects set up in memory of my husband, Joe Bedu, who died in 2004.  I work closely with Ghana School Aid, to the benefit, I hope, of both GSA and the J.Bedu Memorial Fund.





Priorities for 2012




















