
Circumstances in my personal and professional life have led me to determine that continuing with EPET would produce unsatisfactory outcomes for myself, my family, and those whom I am dedicated to serve. While the program would produce very significant and positive outcomes of a higher degree, contributions to the field of educational psychology and technology, and deeper understanding of the nuances surrounding my studies, the balance shifts away when considering the parallel outcomes that are less positive. 

First among these is becoming increasingly ineffective in the classroom in a climate where performance is paramount. I look back at this school year with a bitter reflection of what I’ve not achieved with my students, knowing that time diverted to program requirements is in large part responsible. I am a teacher first, after all. The sacrifices made by my family continue to weigh heavily on me as opportunities for development, growth, and unity rush forward, with or without me. Personally, I’d rather it be with. Lastly, the needs of those whom I serve continue in all aspects of my life. Whether it be students in and out of my classroom who come seeking support -- academic or personal -- members of our church through small group, youth, and music ministries, or my family, all deserve my best. 

Twelve months ago, I was able to see the challenges accompanying this program and knew there would be sacrifices made. At the same time, the inherent value of the program provided a broad net of intellectual and professional benefits that had presently made any cost insubstantial. Perhaps I lack the farsightedness needed to sustain a long program or the resources of drive have run out. The bottom line is that I no longer have the motivation to continue beyond this point. I can be a better teacher, father, servant, and overall person if I maintain my purpose as it existed prior to enrolling in the EPET program.

Thank you for all of your help and support throughout the past year. If you feel I’m missing something in all this, please let me know. My investment up to this point makes this a very difficult decision to make; any consultation you can provide would be very welcome.


