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ANR N27 WK 2R3, From the continuation it appears that this place
where God revealed Himself to Ya'akov is not the same place that was
previously called “Beis EI”. If, nevertheless, we learn in verse 15 that
Ya'akov called this place, too, “Beis El,” his intention apparently was to
stress that God’s Presence is not attached to any particular place. Wher-
ever a man is found who is worthy of God’s Presence, that place is
sanctified and there a “Beis El” is built. This idea is specially emphasized
by the added clause 1nx 727 W opn2. “God rose away from him at the
place where He had spoken with him.” He (Ya'akov), not the place, was
the basis and the condition for the revelation of God’s Presence. niaxn
33700 17 10, as our Sages explain on this verse (Bereshis Rabbah 82:6).
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We have already seen several times (above, 9:21, 12:8, 13:3) that the
written form m5nx alludes to the tent shared by husband and wife, where
the wife — as mistress and manager of the home — has precedence.
It is possible, then, that in our verse, too, n7nk denotes the tent that
Ya'akov formerly shared with Rachel.

Thus, the meaning of our verse would be: He pitched his tent, which
now he could no longer share with Rachel, at some distance from the
herd tower, around which his family — i.e., also Leah and the other
wives — had encamped. As long as Rachel was alive, Ya'akov lived also
with Leah and his other wives; but after Rachel’s death, he separated
also from them.

Accordingly, it is possible that Reuven slept in Bilhah's tent in order
to induce Ya'akov to return to his mother, Leah. He wanted his father

to understand that his sons were disturbed about his ise11arat1on_fr0|3
his family. But Reuven did not attain his objective. Ya'akov mntmu}:
) and the result was that the number of his

ive apart from his wives, I
por lve he had already fathered: v7"

sons did not increase beyond the twe
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