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Goals

To identify and describe major features

of Japanese EFL learners’ interlanguage grammar
at an earlier stage in development

focusing on errors influenced by the LI syntax

To develop a practicable way for language teachers
to progressively build learner corpora
using data from their own classes




Collecting E-writing Data

. Moodle Forum Activities
Posting & Commenting on Assigned Topics

. Data Extraction
Moodle Backup File (.xml) = CSV File

3. Towards Building Learner Corpus
Manual Analysis & Tagging




Moodle Forum Activities
Posting & Commenting on Assigned Topics




“Forum” on Moodle (2010) at CUC

English 1D 2010 You are logged in as Mari Yamauchi: Student (Return to my normal role)
HOME » Eng1D ( Return to my normal role )
noope " Weekly outline L :
43 Participants (No news has been posted

@ zDY 1 MEL, ()TFRAFOFBEQEHAXRECEVNET, e

Activities =
m Forums @ BEORNE Y : Upcoming Events =]
Resources There are no upcoming

e How are you feeling? AR5 | W 5% T 5OREEM events
S o e = ¢ | have sprained my ankle. J&Bt T D R (L AROBRA B FDEEE
e Take me out to the movies & #h& ORRE (O BIRED Go to calendar...
(Go) e Toread a book or not? BB TH L BEDELORRED New Event...
Advanced search (3) e From earth with love £ =—)Li&ZABMOLLE
e Go with chopsticks WRDIcHICTEDZ tOWJUJﬁ Recent Activity -
y 7o P - o Shallwedance? ZXUADILYFAVF—-OREHR REE —
‘ e Whatis “Yellow day” for? #ED4 TO—F—ORER Activity since Saturday, 27
Grades November 2010, 07:20 PM
Profile 2 News forum Full report of recent
activity...
Courses - 30 September - 6 October [0  Nothing new since your last
#» English 1A 201 GEDHE : Moodle I—RICHRT S login
s English 2B 2010 g u7 78
%= English 1D 2010
Remote Courses
e 7 October - 13 October ]
™ I\:ozdl_e fggj Q¥z7 OFF X M & Unit 7 How are you feeling?
. 525“;;%:—7\ OFF XA MFE : Unit 8 (By 109 t)
fﬁ - (')L E | CxEy— OESCEREE - How was your summer vacation? (By 10/14 K)
3 DAL fH) U7 Let's Listen
RN aaea . B R{ECERE1 - How was your summer vacation?
% us 78




“Forum” on Moodle (2010) at CUC

DROEESHNMET—VILSXBULERELL LS (RLWAHHERENTY)
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(BEZEH0])
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ravel abroad
book
raveling abroad
reading experience
BOOK
DOOK
ook
ravel abroad
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Discussion

::Add a new discussion topic )

".o ('.o /'.o ".o /‘.0 ( % ( % ( % {"0

Started by

Replies

Last pos

Sat, 20 Nov 2010, 02:09 P

Wed, 17 Nov 2010, 11:25F

Wed, 17 Nov 2010, 05:49 /

Tue, 16 Nov 2010, 01:37 F

Tue, 168 Nov 2010, 01:33 F

Fri 12 Nov 2010, 12:13F

Fri 12 Nov 2010, 121

Thu, 11 Nov 2010, 04:55 P

Thu 11 New 2010 01'D4 P




“Forum” on Moodle (2010) at CUC

nglish 1D 2010 4 [wmpro.. B
HOME » Eng1D » Forums » fESCEREA 2 : School Festival / My favorite movie » My favorite movie @ (‘Search forums
' Display replies in nested form a

«* My favorite movie
. by Saturday, 23 October 2010, 04:46 PM

My favorite movie is PIRATES of the CARIBBEAN series. | did not like it very much first. However, | became interesting as | looked with the
second, the third. In addition, this series is my favorite because Johnny Depp of the part of Captain Jack Sparrow starring is cool.

«* Re: My favorite movie
~. by - Wednesday, 27 October 2010, 07:59 PM

| try watching PIRATES of the CARIBBEAN series.
Show parent | Reply

«* My favorite movie Revised
- b - Thursday, 28 October 2010, 05:21 PM

My favorite movie is PIRATES of the CARIBBEAN series.
| did not like it very much first.
However, | became interesting as | looked with the second, the third.

In addition, this series is my favorite because Johnny Depp of the part of Captain Jack Sparrow starring is cool.

A nradiint o a nlansiirn An tha navt s




“Forum” on Moodle (2010) at OPU

ﬁOPIIUS
201010399 ZEEEBI [AKI)

OPULSS 201010399 XHBI

You are logged in as & AE (Logout)

@ . Switch role to...  #]( Turn editing on )

Recple Topic outline Laent Nows -
§ Participants Add a new topic...
) U5/ CA(RAR) (No) news has been posted
t
Activities % BRSWAE (1081 B~88) OBE, SARANHDET e
5 ;‘;’s‘ngces g mammEoUhre Upcoming Events
B 2R ECBNES XL LORXTREE L& S There are no upcoming
Search Forums @ REBRRATE updated 20101116 events
(Go) Chapter 7 Food [81%] Go to calendar...
# Turn editing on ) REA-LELEZWV Activity since Saturday, 27
Settings @) mead DI : ZILI—LREAKZ>THS | November 2010, 07:06 PM
89 Assign roles Full report of recent
activity...
= 2232: Chapter 8 Water [A3] + %ERE1 [ 18] #Y) © 2010102623:55
& Backup Chapter 8 Water [J) New forum posts:
@ Restore 27 Nov, 21:38
& Import Chapter 8 Water [#¥] + YEREE1 [ 2:8] #Y) : 2010110223:55
<~ Reset *Re: My winter vacation®
i/ Reports Chapter 9 The Marsh Arabs [#13¥] + YYEREE2 (35 1:8) &) 28 Nov. 00:54
§:] Questions 20101109 23:55 -
i;] Sir‘::\rol e [¥)) Chapter 9 The Marsh Arabs [J] *Re: my winter vacation"

<4 D files

B TOFICHEFMWNDHEBNTI N PEXFI.TXTL XN




“Forum” on Moodle (2010) at OPU

OPULSS 201010399 ZEEEBI - Forums BRED. 2RSELEDSLSKBCTFETIN? SXLULOEXTEEDHEL LS ("Update this Forum )

This forum forces everyone to be subscribed
(@ Allow everyone to choose

774N —REDRRZTNBNEL ST,
ERWMEAHDEY) : 20101123 23:55
AXY hBREAHOEEY) © 20101130 23:55

- " ) e )
_Add a new discussion topic |

Discussion Started by Replies Last post
the long-awaited days : ' 9 2 Mon, 20 Now 2010, 07:45 PM
My winter vacation :. a L 1 Mon, 28 Nov 2010, 02.04 PM
winter vacation :. o 1 Sun, 28 Nov 2010, 03:01 PM
off ! :. 1 Sun, 28 Nov 2010, 11:33 AM
Short winter vacation : ) . . 1 Sun, 28 Nov 2010, 01:20 AM
Stay or Not? : - e 2 Sun, 28 Nov 2010, 01:05 AM
my winter vacation : .E e 1 Sun, 28 Nov 2010, 12:54 AM
My winter vacation : ' o 1 Sat, 27 Nov 2010, 09:38 PM




“Forum” on Moodle (2010) at OPU

OPULSS 201010399 REEBIl  Forums BRE3. SRHBELDELISKACTFETIDN ? SXULDOBXTELEHEL &S my winter vacation

(

(

€] { Search forums

ﬁ ~ Move this discussion to ...
s,

_ Display replies flat, with oldest first |

Maove

my winter vacation
by B Sunday, 21 November 2010, 06:24 PM

Hello!

My ideal winter vacation is to travel with my friends of my high school day's.We planned going to Tokyo Disney Resort.But my winter
vacation is too short and my friend and | don't have much money each other. So,we postpone our trip in spring vacation.

In this reason | have no plan in my winter vacation.

Actually, | will work so hard.Because my place of work is a hot pot cooked at the table example "syabu-syabu®™ and "sukiyaki®,in winter
there is too busy.So,| will have to work hard.

Sure | will eat "Osechi”,"Zoni" and so on.Or | will go to a shrine. | hope to a shrine in Kyoto like "Yasaka shirine","Kitano shirine".

Thank you for reading.

Edit | Delete | Rep

Re: winter vacation
by & Sunday, 28 November 2010, 12:54 AM

Hi Rika-san,

If you have time, please go to see Cirque du Soleil's show. Their theater is inside of the Tokyo Disney Resort. The show is s0 amazing,
it's a really something to see!
| hope you will have a great time during the winter vacation.

CSh
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Data Extraction
Moodle Backup File (.xml) = CSV File




Activity Reports on Moodle




Activity Reports on Moodle

Topic 12
¥ Resource: M5 M2M AV - EWEEL LD
Never seen
& Forum: IS5 My New Year's Resolution M%) 20110118 23:55
Gragde: -

o® My New Year's Resobtion
By 100803081 . Fricey, 14 Jassary 2011, 0208 PM

Hello®
| have many New yoar's sesclutions
Above all there is what | want 10 come 1o do for my fulure.

| wart not 80 have stong Bues and daliues about food thir year
Now_there are many foods | dont Mke

For axample, curry and fice susheooma el and 30 on

Whaen | will become a mother,! may be n trouble

| hate that my childres don know cusry and fice

S0 | wart %o come 10 eat everything!!

** Re: resohstion
by 1100503081 - Tharsday, 20 Jaseary 2011, 05 19 PV

H, Tokaba™

| wart you 10 practics on e guter and to play £ Better than row.
| practice hard on e drums 00

If there ame what you ¢ont get, plasse tel me

i | know that,| teach you

But | can®t play B guter faugh)

| am looking forsand %0 plarying Wokasen' together!!

Topic 13
¥ Resource: Chapter 13 Penguin Feather Fabric (1)

1 Views « MOost recently Wodnesday, 26 January 2011, 09:32 M

Eat| Delete

Show parert | Ede | Spit | Delete

K Forum: MBS LLMEREY UL SRSZASHFEYBSZHACHRTY, SRULORITRESORL 2

>
Grade: -

o*  Without celighones
by 100SGN08T 0 . Thursdey, 20 Jaswary 2011, 08 14 PM

Heldo

I everyore SEn Barve colipghones, | wasn in troutie
But ¥ only | 3ant have a celiphone, | got angry with my fends.

Because when my fdend waee late for the time that | promised bee she couldat get me
Sal .

[y 1 S udte bae
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Activity Reports

Topic 12
¥ Resource: M5 M2M AV - EWEEL LD
Never seen
& Forum: IS5 My New Year's Resolution M%) 20110118 23:55
Gragde: -

o® My New Year's Resobtion
By 100803081 . Fricey, 14 Jassary 2011, 0208 PM

Hello®
| have many New yoar's sesclutions
Above all there is what | want 10 come 1o do for my fulure.

| wart not 80 have stong Bues and daliues about food thir year
Now_there are many foods | dont Mke

For axample, curry and fice susheooma el and 30 on

Whaen | will become a mother,! may be n trouble

| hate that my childres don know cusry and fice

S0 | wart %o come 10 eat everything!!

Eat| Delete

** Re: resohstion
by 110050305

H, Tokaba™

| wart you 10 practics on e guter and to play £ Better than row.
| practice hard on e drums 00

If there ame what you ¢ont get, plasse tel me

i | know that,| teach you

But | can®t play B guter faugh)

| am looking forsand %0 plarying Wokasen' together!!

¥ Thorstay, 20 Jareary 2011, 0519 MM

Show parert | Ede | Spit | Delete

Topic 13
¥ Resource: Chapter 13 Penguin Feather Fabric (1)
1 Views « MOost recently Wodnesday, 26 January 2011, 09:32 M

K Forum: MBS LLMEREY UL SRSZASHFEYBSZHACHRTY, SRULORITRESORL 2
>

Grade: -

o*  Without celighones
by 100SGN08T 0 . Thursdey, 20 Jaswary 2011, 08 14 PM

Heldo

i everyore St Barve colipghones | wasn in troutie

But ¥ only | 3ant have a celiphone, | got angry with my fends.

Because when my fdend waee late for the time that | promised bee she couldat get me
Sal .

[y 1 S udte bae

on Moodle

Learning forums

Section Forum Description lﬂuaudonll
5 BE2, RABOMBBLTASEELI2VT, SXN  BYEIIAAS RO T I/~ 37
LORXERWAGEN BEOCzESNRGVWESELR
- y L.
7 BE3 2RAELOESKBOTIEDTH?5X 731NV~ RRORAESNEL a7
9 BN RETOZ UAVAPERERORRCOL T3/ (Y- DERESREVE 37
T. SRLUIOBXTRALE W SRELELED. HRORRAH:..
11 BNS YSORER  BANUAERLAEZEESD nalanaafﬁgigogg 37
v 38 > n | 2958, A ABDWY) -
B8/ TNETLEAGTERATERLAS? 5 Zoiu, % e
THLORXTREDEL LD
12 HMS.5 My New Year's Resolution %) 20110118  BHORV ($HOEM) %513 a7
23:55 LOBRXCREDELLED. 77
' of-
12 RS SURBRELUA > LS LALTENSS NERIDIONY: AR 37
EEISNETH SHLULORXTEELHEL:D FRHOMY:
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Activity Reports

Topic 12
¥l Resource: IS M2 M DA/ EWERLLD
Never seen
& Forum: MMS.S My New Year's Resolution M%) 20110118 23:55
Gragde: -

o® My New Year's Resobtion
By 100803081 . Fricey, 14 Jassary 2011, 0208 PM

Hello®
| have many New yoar's seschtions
Above all there is what | want 10 come 1o & for my future.

| wart not 80 have stong Bues and daliues about food thir year
Now_there are many foods | dont Ske

For example, curry and rfice musheooes eals and 30 on

Whaen | will become a mother,! may be n trouble

| hate that my childres don know cusry and fice

S0 | wart %o come 10 eat everything!!

Eat| Delete

»* Re: resohstion
by 110050305 ¥ . Thursday, 20 Jaroary 2011, 05 19 P
H, Tokaba™
| wart you 10 practics on e guiter and to play £ Better than row.
| practice hard on e drums 00
I there ame what you dont get, plaase tell me
i | know that,| teach you

But | can®t play e guiter faugh)
| am looking forwand %0 playing Wokasen' together!!

Show parert | Ede | Spit | Delete

Topic 13
¥ Resource: Chapter 13 Penguin Feather Fabric (1)
1 views - most recently Wednesday, 26 January 2011, 09:32 MM

K Forum: MBS LLMEREY UL SRSZASHFEYBSZHACHRTY, SRULORITRESORL 2
>

Grade: -

o*  Without celighones
by 100SGN08T 0 . Thursdey, 20 Jaswary 2011, 08 14 PM

Heldo

i everyore St Barve colipghones | wasn in troutie

But ¥ only | 3ant have a celiphone, | got angry with my fends.

Because when my fdend waee late for the time that | promised bee she couldat get me
Sal 0y e 1

S udte bae

on Moodle

Learning forums

Section Forum Description Discussions ]
5 B2 BABOMBNURTASELE2WT, S5 BREISFAAANRDT /41T~ v
LORTEWALEL REOCzEENRGVWEOELR
T L.
7 B 2ARLELDEOSEHBOTFIETTHI?ER 724N -REORLETNGEW a7
NEOBXTEZENELLS a2k HEARNAHLOBY..

9 Bl BETO2UATAPEEFLORRC OV 7241"/*“05‘1’&5&".‘&\& 37
1 BES. ZS5SMR - BAMNMNERLEZEZRSBD ﬂ&la&\hor:‘.a'ia:mgi 37
Ve - > D 23:55. A ABDOWY) -

I?b /CRETK enex?&nraxum 5 20101228 2355
LRI TREDELED
12 HMS.5 My New Year's Resolution %) 20110118  BHORV ($HOEM) %513 a7
23:55 LORTEREBRELLD. 7T
i _1..
13 BNS. S LRBREL LIS LSEALTENSE NERNIDLOBY: JAVR 37

EHEZSNETH SRLULORITEEHELLD

TAHDOWEY)

not convenient for manual

analysis/data storage
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Source: Moodle XML file

(Moodle Backup Format)

<MOODLE_BACKUP>
<INFO>
<DETAILS>
<MOD>
<NAME>forum</NAME>
forum data

<USER> user data </USER>
<DISCUSSIONS>
<DISCUSSION> discussion topic <DISCUSSION>
<POST> discussion post </POST>

13



Extracted Data
(Output Data: comma/tab-separated)




Extracted Data
(Output Data: comma/tab-separated)

4 )

|. forum ID

2. forum title
3.post ID

4. reference ID
5. topic title

6. student ID
/. name

8. data

9. title of post
1 0. text body

- J

14



Extracted Data
(Output Data: comma/tab-separated)

4 )

|. forum ID

2. forum title
3.post ID

4. reference ID

5. topic title »

6. student ID
/. name

8. data

9. title of post
1 0. text body

- J

14



Extracted Data
(Output Data: comma/tab-separated)

( ~

|. forum ID |
2, forum tit|e | FileMaker

3.post ID | 7

4. reference ID

5. topic title »

6. student ID
/. name

8. data

9. title of post
| 0. text body

~ Y

14



Extracted Data
(Output Data: comma/tab-separated)

( ™

|. forum ID
2. forum title

3.post ID | 7

4. reference ID

5. topic title »

6. student ID
/. name

8. data

9. title of post
1 0. text body

\- Y,

* Numbers

14



Extracted Data
(Output Data: comma/tab-separated)

4 )

|. forum ID

2. forum title
3.post ID

4. reference ID

5. topic title »

6. student ID
/. name

8. data

9. title of post
1 0. text body

- J

14



Extracted Data
(Output Data: comma/tab-separated)

4 )

|. forum ID

2. forum title
3.post ID

4. reference ID

5. topic title »

6. student ID
/. name

8. data

9. title of post
| 0. text body

- J

A converting tool currently under development
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Towards Building Learner Corpus
Manual Analysis & Tagging




Manual Analysis on Spreadsheet

"Forum | Forum Post Ref Topic student

ID title

76 SREEY
DL

76 SRERZE
DL

76 BRERSE Y
DL

ID
102

183

116

ID title

0 self-
introductic

102 self-
introductic

0 Hello!

ID

name

1100503050 & ==

1100503039

1100503032 «

date_time title

Sun Oct 17  self-
21:25:01 introduction
2010

Wed Nov 3 Re: self-
11:38:53 introduction
2010

Wed Oct 20 Hello!
20:52:49
2010

body

Hello! My name is Kana Maruhashi. I'm from Hyogo. I'm
nineteen years old. My hobby is shopping, listening to
music and playing sports. That's why | often spend a
holiday going shopping with my friends , go to school while
listening to music and belong to softball club. To tell the
truth, I'm weak at English, and so I'll study it as hard as |
can. | want to speaking English fluently someday.
Hellow,maruchan! | was glad to know about you when |
read your introduction. My hobby is shopping too, and |
also listening to music while go to our school. | envy you
because you always wear cute clothes. Let's go shopping
together and please select my clothes with me. In your
introduction, you said honestly you are weak at English. |
think honesty is one of your good points.(*-*) See you
next time!

Hello! My name is Marina Takeda.My family is consist of
five members,father,mother,two older sisters and me. |
live in Kyoto.What do you imagine about Kyoto?--—---Kyoto
has many famous sightseeing spots.For
example,Arashiyama,Kiyomizu temple and so on.They are
very tasteful spots.These places are worth a visit. By the
way,| want to travel many places during student life.Also, |
like taking a picture.Pictures remind me of many memory
even if they are old thing.So,| want to take many nice
pictures when | travel. Thank you !

notes

<ingwithoutbe> | want to
speaking English fluently
someday. </ingwithoutbe>

<ingwithoutbe>| also
listening to music while go
to our school.
</ingwithoutbe>

<topicbe>My family is
consist of five
members,father,mother,two
older sisters and me.
</topicbe>

16



Manual Analysis on Spreadsheet

"Forum | Forum Post Ref Topic student

ID title

76 SREEY
DL

76 SRERZE
DL

76 ERERR Y
DL

2 name date_time title bod
ID ID title ID - y
102 0 self- 1100503050 ~ % = = Sun Oct 17 self- Hello! My name is Kana Maruhashi. I'm from Hyogo. I'm
introductic 21:25:01 introduction nineteen years old. My hobby is shopping, listening to
2010 music and playing sports. That's why | often spend a

holiday going shopping with my friends , go to school while
listening to music and belong to softball club. To tell the
truth, I'm weak at English, and so I'll study it as hard as |
can. | want to speaking English fluently someday.

183 102 self- 1100503039 = % Wed Nov3 Re: self- Hellow,maruchan! | was glad to know about you when |
introductic 11:38:53 introduction read your introduction. My hobby is shopping too, and |
2010 also listening to music while go to our school. | envy you

because you always wear cute clothes. Let's go shopping
together and please select my clothes with me. In your
introduction, you said honestly you are weak at English. |
think honesty is one of your good points.(*-*) See you

next time!
116 0 Hello! 1100503032 = = & Wed Oct 20 Hello! Hello! My name is Marina Takeda.My family is consist of
_ 20:52:49 five members,father,mother,two older sisters and me. |
2010 live in Kyoto.What do you imagine about Kyoto?--—---Kyoto

has many famous sightseeing spots.For
example,Arashiyama,Kiyomizu temple and so on.They are
very tasteful spots.These places are worth a visit. By the
way,| want to travel many places during student life.Also, |
like taking a picture.Pictures remind me of many memory
even if they are old thing.So,| want to take many nice
pictures when | travel. Thank you !

notes

<ingwithoutbe> | want to
speaking English fluently
someday. </ingwithoutbe>

<ingwithoutbe>| also
listening to music while go
to our school.
</ingwithoutbe>

<topicbe>My family is
consist of five
members,father,mother,two
older sisters and me.
</topicbe>

simple and versatile
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Data for Pilot Study
CUC OPU Total
words 5,694 40,93 146,625
sentences 724 4,616 5,340

posts 140 532 672




I’

Findings So Far

Mapping of Topic—Comment Structure
BE-Verb Used for WA

Confusion of POS, Predicate-Argument
Relations

Omission of Reference to Known
Information




Numbers of Samples

(numbers of posts containing errors)

CUC OPU Total

1-C

(be as TM) 24 28 52
POS, P-A |7/ 50 67
Known 6 0 6

Information




Frequency of Errors

(on basis of post numbers)

CUC OPU Total

T-C

(be as TM) 19.4% 5.3% 7.7%

POS,P-A  12.1% 9.47% 10.0%

Known
Information

4.3% 1.9% 2.4%




Topic—Comment []]

VS.
Subject—Predicate [E]




Topic—Comment [J] vs.
Subject—Predicate [E]




Topic—Comment [J] vs.
Subject—Predicate [E]

Topic [J] corresponds to Subject [E]




Topic—Comment [J] vs.
Subject—Predicate [E]

Topic [J] corresponds to Subject [E], sometimes..




Topic—Comment [J] vs.
Subject—Predicate [E]

Topic [J] corresponds to Subject [E], sometimes..

|. | played baseball with my cousins.




Topic—Comment [J] vs.
Subject—Predicate [E]

Topic [J] corresponds to Subject [E], sometimes..

|. | played baseball with my cousins.
watashi-wa itoko-to yakyu-o shita.




Topic—Comment [J] vs.
Subject—Predicate [E]

Topic [J] corresponds to Subject [E], sometimes..

|. | played baseball with my cousins.
watashi-wa itoko-to yakyu-o shita.

2. He is very busy.




Topic—Comment [J] vs.
Subject—Predicate [E]

Topic [J] corresponds to Subject [E], sometimes..

|. | played baseball with my cousins.
watashi-wa itoko-to yakyu-o shita.

2. He is very busy.

kare-wa totemo isogashii




Topic—Comment [J] vs.
Subject—Predicate [E]

Topic [J] corresponds to Subject [E], sometimes..

|. | played baseball with my cousins.
watashi-wa itoko-to yakyu-o shita.

2. He is very busy.

kare-wa totemo isogashii

3. They are a nice couple.




Topic—Comment [J] vs.
Subject—Predicate [E]

Topic [J] corresponds to Subject [E], sometimes..

|. | played baseball with my cousins.
watashi-wa itoko-to yakyu-o shita.

2. He is very busy.

kare-wa totemo isogashii

3. They are a nice couple.
karera-wa sutekina kappuru da.




Topic [J] corresponds to Subject [E]

Only when certain conditions are met

.| played baseball with my cousins. & 5edicate )
watashi-wa itoko-to yakyu-o shita. |

M [E] and []J] use similar verbal predicates

M The predicates have similar argument
structures




Topic [J] corresponds to Subject [E]

Only when certain conditions are met

2. He is very busy. . p,.L dicate )
kare-wa totemo isogashii

™ [E] and []] use similar adjectival predicates

M The predicates have similar argument
structures




Topic [J] corresponds to Subject [E]

Only when certain conditions are met
3. They are a nice couple. < predicate )
karera-wa sutekina kappuru da.

M [E] and [J] use similar nominal predicates

M The referent of the predicative noun
belongs to the same category as the
topic referent in the Japanese sentence




Or else... Errors!

- predicate

e My home is Hirakatashi.
watashinoie-wa Hirakatashi da.

* |'m also hard schedule.
watashi-mo haado sukejuuru da.

™ [E] and [J] use similar nominal predicates

3K The referent of the predicative noun
belongs to the same category as the
topic referent in the Japanese sentence

“My home” and “Hirakatashi”’ don’t belong to the same category

26



Or else... Errors!

- predicate

e | became a smile.
watashi-wa egao-ni natta.

* | became muscular pain.
watashi-wa kinnikutsuu-ni natta.

3K [E] and [J] use similar nominal predicates

3K The referent of the predicative noun
belongs to the same category as the
topic referent in the Japanese sentence




Or else... Errors!
- predicate

e ’'m a rich.
watashi-wa kanemochi da.
* This is a surprising.
kore-wa odoroki da.

3K [E] and [J] use similar nominal predicates

3K The referent of the predicative noun
belongs to the same category as the
topic referent in the Japanese sentence




Or else... Errors!

- predicate

* Mobile phones is very importance.
keetaidenwa-wa totemo juuyoo da.

* I’'m overconfidence.
watashi-wa jishinkajoo da.

3K [E] and [J] use similar nominal predicates

3K The referent of the predicative noun
belongs to the same category as the
topic referent in the Japanese sentence
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Topic—Comment []] vs.
Subject—Predicate [E]

Further examples: be as a topic marker?

| . Because convenience store is various commodities are sold.
kombini-wa iroiro-na nichiyoohin-ga urarete iru.

2. The story is a girl encounters a kidnapping,
and a diplomat solves a case.
monogatari-wa shoujo-ga yuukai-ni ai, gaikookan-ga jiken-wo kaiketsu suru.

3. | watched a movie is four weeks ago.
watashi-ga eiga-wo mita-no-wa yon shuukan mae da.
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Topic—Comment []] vs.
Subject—Predicate [E]

] kare wa  totemo isogashii
[1L] He is very busy
[IL] the story s S+V

[IL] S +V is four weeks ago

Marker!? >




Topic—Comment []] vs.
Subject—Predicate [E]

A probable analysis
] kare wa  totemo isogashii
[1L] He is very busy
[IL] the story s S+V
[IL] S +V is four weeks ago

- Marker!? >
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BE + Verb (BE Used for WA)

I’'m belong to a tennis club.

watasi-wa tenisu kurabu-ni haitteimasu

My family is consist of five

uti-no kazoku-wa 5 nin iru

I’'m enjoy summer vacation with my friend.

Watashi-wa yuujin-to natuyasumi-wo tanosimimasu.

Without constant practice, kyudo skills are become worse.

itumo renshu sinai-to kyuudoo no ude-wa otiru.

cf.Ahn (2006) on Korean EFL learners’ interlanguages
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Mapping of Topic—Comment Structure

® [he new year is very busy.

Sinnen-wa totemo isogasii.
‘We're very busy on the New Year’s Days’

® My family is nothing all special in winter
time.

Uchi-wa fuyu-wa tokuni nanimo...
‘We do nothing special in winter time’

® I’m also hard schedule.

Watashi-mo haado-sukejuuru da.
‘My schedule is tight too.
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BE-Verb Used for WA

® | think that no mobile phone is unconvinient.
keitai nasi-wa hubenda to omou.

‘| think that it would be inconvenient if there were no mobiles.

® The story is a girl encounters a kidnapping.

Sono monogatari-(de)wa onnanoko-ga yuukai ni au.

“The story is about a girl who gets kidnapped.
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BE-Verb Used for WA

® My favorite movie is Tonarinototoro.
| watched a movie is four weaks ago.

watasi-ga sono eiga-o mita no-wa 4 shuukan mae da.

‘It was four weeks ago when | watched the movie.

® | agree with the round-the-clock of the convenience store.
Because convenience store is various commodities are sold.

konbini-wa ironna mono-ga utteru kara da

‘Because convenience stores sell various commodities’
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Different POSs

Different Predicate-Argument
Relations




Arguments of Psych Predicates |

mMmeans
| feel sorry for X’, and not

‘X is sorry’
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Both experiencer and scarer can be
the single argument of the adjective
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Arguments of Psych Predicates 2

watashi -wa kowai. []]
I topic marker  ‘scared’
sore -wa kowai. []]
It topic marker ‘scary’

Both experiencer and scarer can be
the single argument of the adjective
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Confusion of Predicate-Argument Relations

Ambiguous predicate-argument relations

(Watashl -wa)  kowai.

topic marker am scared

Sore -wa kowai.

That topic marker is scary




This may result in. ..




This may result in. ..

Every year, | went to two hometown, so
the new year is very busy. [IL]




This may result in. ..

Every year, | went to two hometown, so
the new year is very busy. [IL]

‘I am very busy during the New Year's holidays.’
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Every year, | went to two hometown, so
the new year is very busy. [IL]

‘I am very busy during the New Year's holidays.’
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morning. [IL]




This may result in. ..

Every year, | went to two hometown, so
the new year is very busy. [IL]

‘I am very busy during the New Year's holidays.’

Because I'm not good at get up early, 'm
hard to go to school every Thursday
morning. [IL]

“it's hard for me to go to school.’
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Confusion of Predicate-Argument Relations

® I’'m interesting in tennis.

® Climbing it was very tired.

® I’'m hard to go to school.

® This summer vacation was so hard to me.
® | feel that many people are inconvenient.

® This movie can sympathize.




Omission of Reference
to Known Information
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Zero Anaphora is the Default Norm

watashi-wa X-o yonda.
I read X.

(p1 omoshirokute . kandoo shita []]

It was interesting and I was moved.

and omitted and omitted




Omission of Reference to Known Information

No anaphora are normally used in Japanese

A: Harry Potter omoshirokatta?
proper noun was interesting

B: (@ omoshirokatta-yo
was interesting

B: *HGI‘I‘y Potter-wa/¥sore-wa omoshirokatta -yo
proper noun [ It was interesting
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This may resultin... |

® But the story looks like fun.| want to read ! [IL]

demo hanasi-wa omosirosou. yonmitai desu.

® my favorite movie is “‘the bucket list”. i have
seen P many times. [IL]

watasi-no daisukina eiga-wa baketurisuto da. nandomo mita.

® After school @@ went to KARAOKE at 2:30.[IL]

gakkou-ga owatte kara 2 ji han-ni karaoke-ni itta.
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This may result in...2

® | don't like reading book. But ¢ like Naruto.

watasi-wa hon-o yomuno-wa kirai demo naruto-wa suki.

® | was very tired. But it was very good.
And  went to grand mather’s house.

watasi-wa sugoku tukareta demo totemo tanosikatta.
sorekara sobo-no ie-ni itta.
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Discussion and Implications

“Borrowing” as a Communicative Strategy

Wa as a Syntactic False Friend for |apanese
EFL Beginners

3. Knowledge of LI Syntax Should Help
EFL Teachers

4. Our Study Based on Learner Corpus
Will Contribute




“Borrowing”
as a Communicative Strategy

“the use of items from a second language, typically the
mother tongue, particularly syntactic and lexical,
to make good the deficiencies of the interlanguage”™

(Corder, 1992:26)
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Wa as Syntactic False Friend

My home is Hirakata-shi.
I’'m belong to a tennis club.
I’'m also hard schedule.
This movie can sympathize.

convenience store is various commodities are
sold.

The story is a girl encounters a kidnapping.
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Wa as Syntactic False Friend

My home is Hirakata-shi. - preposition?
I’'m belong to a tennis club. verb!?
I’'m also hard schedule. subject/predicate?

This movie can sympathize.

convenience store is various commodities are

sold. voice!

The story is a girl encounters a kidnapping.

modifying clause/phrase?




Knowledge of “borrowing” from L1 Syntax
Should Help EFL Teachers

* Jo decode underdeveloped interlanguages and
understand what was meant

e Jo decide what to correct first and how

* Jo find a better way to introduce a new
structure and give exercises




Our Study Based on Learner Corpus
Will Contribute

e Qur initial data suggests that the wa-
construction could have great impact on
Japanese EFL learners’ interlanguages

* We will work on to find and shortlist other
features of Japanese syntax that can strongly
affect their interlanguage grammar
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