SESC  Creating a Tour/Movie in Google Earth.

[image: ]Creating a Tour/Movie in Google Earth
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Online help is very valuable.
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Creating a folder to store your tour.

[image: ]The first thing in creating a tour is to create a folder to store your tour.  This folder can then be saved on your computer. In the Place section, [image: ]use the tree on the left panel to create a new folder by  right clicking on the desired location of the folder and following screen prompts . Name your folder and add a description if desired. 

Folders can easily be moved, embedded , 
( click and drag), and also deleted.




[image: ]Creating a place mark Location

Click on the Place Mark icon

You will be presented with two items.  The push pin and also a dialog box to describe your location.  Both of these can easily be modified later if needed.  You may need to move the dialog box to see the pushpin underneath it.

 (
Enter the 
name 
of the push pin and also a brief 
description
 of the push pin.  If you do not see the push pin, you may need to move the description 
window by
 clicking on the title bar and 
dragging 
the properties window 
 to the side.
Again the description can be modified as needed by Right Clicking on either the push pin of the item in the tree i
n
 the left box, and selecting 
Properties
.
Also by right clicking on the item you can define the “
Snapshot View”.
  This is the view observers will see when they click on the push pin. This refers to the elevation, angle and tilt of the item.  Each can easily be adjusted (Mouse Roller, Ctrl ~ mouse roller,  shift~mouse roller, click and drag mouse)
or in the 
“View Tab”
 of the dialog window
.
) (
You can adjust the location of the push pin by clicking and dragging on the push pin.
Both the location of the push pin and the description can easily be changed by right clicking on either the push pin, or the description of it in the left tree
 (Places list)
, and selecting “properties”  (at the bottom).
)[image: ][image: ]
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You can enter as many push pins as desired on a tour.




[image: ]Adding a polygon

You can give a three dimensional aspect to any location. 

Click on the Icon
Enter Name and description as desired.

Click on outline of item.  Be careful, there is no undue feature, but you can easily cancel and redo the process.

You can modify the color of your polygon in the Style, Color tab.  Custom colors can be created.  Be sure to work with the opacity options also for added effect.
[image: ]

If you create a “snapshot view”, items in the “View Tab” will be created for you.  These items can be modified as desired for fine tuning.




To add a three dimensional  aspect select Altitude tab and enter as follows.
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 (
Determines Height of the object
Anchors Object to the ground
Select “Relative to ground.”
)










[image: ]Recording a path

To Record a path click on “Add Path” icon.

As with the others, add a name and a description. 

Then click on the 3D panel to record the desired path.  
At the conclusion, click on “OK” in the dialog box.
[image: ]
You will notice in the left panel while the path is highlighted,you can play the path by clicking on the path play icon.

[image: ]When you play a tour your can pause, speed up or reverse the direction of the tour with the control items in the bottom box.  To view this box move your cursor to the bottom left of the 3D screen.






[image: ]GeoTagging Photos

You can add photo’s to your tour by saving them in Picasa.
[image: ]
While in Picasa select the photos you would like to share and click on Geo-Tag at the bottom of the screen. In Google Earth position 3D viewer under the cross hairs and click “Geotag/Geotag All.“



Then drag your insert from the Picasa folder to where you want it to appear in your tour.  As you play your tour the photos will also be played.  You can select which pictures you want to include in your presentation by checking/unchecking them in the “Places” panel.





Modifying your Popup Images

With little effort you can modify your pictures to include text.  When you right click on the image and select “Properties”, you should see the following window with the HTML code.  You can easily modify this code to add text to you popup image.  Here’s how.
[image: ]









 (
1. Start by placing the cursor at this spot and press 
Enter
 about 5 times.  This should open a place to put in new commands.
2. Select the rows indicated 
(yellow highlight) 
by clicking and dragging
 over the text.
3. 
With text selected and w
hile holding down the 
CTRL
 key, click and drag the selected rows into the space created
 in step 1
.
 (With the CTRL down you will take a copy and leave a copy.)
4. 
In the 
“
new text
”
, r
eplace the row <img src=”…> with the desired text.
 No brackets or quotes, just text.
6. 
Set the number in
 <table width = “400”> 
(very top line) 
to a larger number.  You can see that I used the number 600.
Click OK at the bottom and try the icon.
)















When finished your script 
should look similar to the 
following.
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[image: ]Playing a tour.

With your folder selected you should see an icon at the bottom of the “Places” panel to play your movie. When you click on the icon you should start the movie and also see a controller panel.  Movies can be paused, sped up or slowed down or looped.  They can also be saved.
[image: ]


You should also notice that the movies will be played in the order that is indicated in the folder, starting with the first place marker and continuing to the last.  The check boxes in front determine whether the popup image will be included in the movie.  The order of the items in the “Places” panel can easily be changed by clicking and dragging their location.

If you have a number of images from Picasa they will also be played.  You can also select which images from Picasa will be included in the movie.

You will notice that “Paths” and other “Recorded Movies” will not be played in the Tour.
To save a tour, click on the Save Icon and give the tour a name.  Your tour will be saved in your Place folder.
Recording a Movie
[image: ]






There are a few ways to record a movie in Google Earth.  

One way is to add a path, and then while you are playing your path you also push the Record a Movie button and narrate your path.  While your path is playing you can stop the path tour zoom in rotate etc, to add further discussions, and then restart the path tour.  

The other way is to play your tour (see above) from the folder icon as you normally would.  While the tour is playing, you can launch the Add Movie icon and record the tour while it is playing.  As above, while the tour is playing, you can stop the tour, pan, zoom, move, etc, all the while recording a narration, and then start the movie playing again, all the time continuing with the narration.

** This is very memory intensive and may not work well on older computers.


Controller Icons



 (
Will start and stop the voice recording.  Mostly blue while recording.
Will start and stop the motion recording.  Mostly red while recording.
Camera Recording Bar.
Play/Pause botton
While recording this bar represents the Tour or Path that is playing.  After recording this bar represents the movie that that was recorded.
Speed forward button
Speed Backward button
Close button when finished recording.
)

[image: ]

 (
This button will save your movie.
)

[image: ]
Saving Your Tour

Right click on the Folder that contains the items of your tour.  

Follow screen prompts to give a name and a location. Click save.





If your tour is saved in a folder you can launch the application and play the tour by double clicking on it.





[image: ]Playback Options.

You can adjust the speed options of the movie by going to “Tools” > “Options” and the selecting “Touring”.




[image: ]









 (
This is the slider where you can adjust the sound setting that will determine the size of the movie.
)

Useful Keyboard Shortcuts 

With a roller mouse

Rotate mouse to zoom in/ zoom out

With CTRL key  down, roller mouse will rotate landscape left or right.

With shift key down, roller mouse will adjust the viewing angle from totally vertical (900)from Earth’s surface to totally horizontal (even with the Earth’s surface).

Also experiment with CTRL and/or Shift, and the arrow keys.w
Derald Kurtz                                             derald45@gmail.com	Page 8
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About Google Earth Tutorials

New! Watch video tutorials (English only).
This set of tutorials can help you understand how to use the fun,

« Navigating on the Earth
« Searching for locations and businesses

« Marking locations

o Viewing Historical Imagery

« Obtaining coodinates (video, English only)

« Using Sky (video)

+ Geotagging photos using Picasa bideo, Englsh only)
« Making movies in Google Earth Pro and EC

« Importing addresses in Google Earth Pro and EC
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