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Toy News Magazine March 2011 
(Editorial in the new features section) 

 



 

A FEW hand-written lines from former 
Children’s Laureate Michael Morpurgo 

are just the endorsement that two 

Dorset women need.  

“I thought Sun and Storm was a 
delightful play on words and pictures. 

So bravo!” wrote the author of War 

Horse and Kaspar. “And bravo too for all 
you are doing. Anything we can do to 

bring stories to children and children to 
stories is much needed.”  

Sun and Storm is one of four books 
published by Anili, a two-woman 

business dedicated to books that are 
educational, environmentally friendly 

and ethically sound.  

The idea came about after Emma 

Henley and Cynthia Berman enrolled on 
the same sewing course held at St 

John’s Church Hall, Westbourne. But 

this is no vague pipedream. The pair 
have formed a serious business 

partnership which is already on the 
verge of getting the books stocked in 

the national chains.  

Cynthia, who wrote the books, is 

experienced in child development and 
early years education, and spotted a 

gap in the market for books that took 
the right approach to literacy.  

“We decided we’d make the medium the 
message, put forward sound educational 

stuff in a really fun way,” she said.  

Cynthia, a grandmother in her early 60s, 

says she knew within 10 minutes that 
Emma was her ideal business partner. 

Aged 39, with extensive experience in 

marketing, Emma had creative skills and 
the business acumen to see the project 

into print.  

The pair hired local illustrators and 

designers and found a printer capable of 
producing the books on recycled paper.  

In order to interest the national 

booksellers, they decided it would be 

important to get high-profile 
endorsements early on.  

First came one from David Crystal, 

honorary professor of linguistics at 

Bangor University, and then the 
testimonial from Michael Morpurgo.  

The initial four books range from Sun 

and Storm, aimed at children from 18 

months to three years, to Cosmic 
Council: The Saturnian Rings, an 

adventure which complements key 
stages one and two at school.  

The books are priced £4.99 or £5.99 
and come with games which can be 

cut out or photocopied.  

Emma and Cynthia are in 

negotiations with Gardners Books, 
the national wholesaler whose 

business is key to placing titles with 

national chains such as Waterstone’s.  

In order to be in that market, they 
decided they had to commit 

themselves to producing 10,000 

copies of their four titles combined, 
so Emma’s home is packed with 

books.  

“It’s a huge financial commitment for 

us both,” says Emma. “Everything 
else is on hold. My full-time job is 

Anili. There’s zero income at the 
moment.”  

But if the gamble pays off, enrolling 
at Mary Wallander’s Westbourne 

sewing class could be one of the best 
decisions the pair ever made – even 

if the sewing has been neglected for 

a while. 

 
Bournemouth Echo  

3rd March 2011



 

 
Dorset Business News Magazine April 2011



 

 

Radio Solent Interview  

Monday 2nd April 

Oh was a little nervous being interviewed for Radio Solent about my stall at Boscombe Vintage Market on saturday, but 
Katie Martin was great. Listen to me talking about the launch of Anili, our products and all about Boscombe Vintage Market 

at www.aniliblog.posterous.com P.S. I'm a few secs in!   

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

London Book Fair  
Earl’s Court 

Monday 11th April 2011 
 

Cynthia gave a 15 minute 

presentation on our books and our 
ethos to the fair’s audience 

 
We also featured Tale of Tails in the 

New Title Showcase section 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

Teach Nursery Magazine 20th May 2011 (to be released) 

¼ page advert (this is a draft design) along with an independent book review on Sun and Storm will be featured 
 

Follow-up adverts and independent reviews on Forest Fun and Tale of Tails are due in July and September editions 
 


