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Prologue...

From the Desk of
Egeria Milestone...
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Her mame Ls Dora Moore. She has
mediun brown hatr and green eyes.
sShe's five feet, elght tnohes tall and
welghs one hundred and twenty five
pounds. She got marrieo (against
ner parent’s wishes) to n Navy man
whew she was 19. She gave birth to o
beautitul baby boy six months later.
They struggled to wmare ends meet.
They argued. Sowmetimes he'd Leave
the house and not return until very
Late. Owe night, while she was
holding the baby, he yelled at her.
The baby started to oryy. Dorn started
to ory. He started to ory. ‘' <o
sorrigl”
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Things settled down and they went
to bed. Dora got up sometinmee during
the night and went to the kitchen.
she got a butcher knife from the
knife drawer and returned to the
bedroown. Three hours Later Dora was
fownd walking across the military
paracie field bn a blooot covered
niohtoowmn. The MPs brought her to
the hospital emeergency) roovn. That's
the Last thing she can remenber.
Dova’s mother visits and leaves her a
doll that was a favorite of hers from
chibohood. Dora begins to fantasize
this ts the healthy baby she'll be
soon taking home from the hospital.
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part one — alone L her
oww bed
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She was afraid to sleep at night for
fear she'd have another nightmare.
She'd dream violent dreavus of guns
and sometines Rinbves. Of war ano
death and armies of men bnvading
anol ransacking the house tn winieh
she Lived. She dreamed of olol vovie
monsters chastng her on her way
nowme from sehool. She could never
run fast enough and just as the
monster had her within veach she'd
wake up from the tervor of her
dreavws orying into her pillow as she
clutehed ner favorite doll, still afraid
to go to sleep at night, alone Ln her
own bed.
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She dreamett nancsome Young men
would enter her bedroom as she
brushed her soft brown hair by the
Lamp near the open window where the
sheer curtains billowea bn the wind
while she gazed at the clouds
orifting past the full woon. wWith
shiny metal scoops, Like the ones she
saw b the huge tee-makiing
maching bn the kitchen of the
AUrSLnG ome where ner mother used
to work, tmg}’a{ pour dimmonds at her
pretty fect. She found herself outsioe
i the middle of a raging
snowstorm. Dirty) gray snowmmen
shoveled dirty gray snow at her
dirty gray frostbitten feet,

©rcbonayatwork All rights reserved


http://rcbonayatwork.com/

Whatever Happened to Dora Moore?

She notieed apack of swarlbng wild
rebndeer with gunarled antlers and
sharp teeth tied to an old tree. She
was afraid they'o break free (which,
of course, they did). They nipped at
ner as she lay pevehea upon
mountains of trash. She
revaenbered the huoe duumpsters
outside the kitchen of the nursing
howe wiere her lother used to work,
filled with half-eaten spaghettl,
wilted salad, and soiled diapers.
she'd awake frowa the tervor of her
dreams crying tnto her blanket as
she clutehed her favorite doll, still
afrato to go to sleep at night, alowne
L ner owin bed.
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She woke up b the wmiddle of the
night sweatbng. 1t felt Like a hot
sticky) humio summer day and the
coltt dryy abr combng in throngh the
notsy air conditioner did Little to
towel her wetness, She Looked at the
silemt motiontess Lump of plastic
Lyjbingy wext to her anadt smiled. She
crawleol frome beneath the davup
sheets and the wotst heavy blanket
to the bathvoom. She looked tn
disgust at the tangleod matted mess
of haiv perched Like aw oil-clickened
seagull atop her mooring-Like head.
She trudged back to the bed to feed
her baby. She {ell asleep.
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Part two - the escape...
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Break{ast was a good thwme for Dora.
The nurses moved along guickly -
makring thetr rounds before the
doctors arvived. Some of the doctors
Liked to strut around tn thelr stiff
white jackets with thelr holter than
thou demeanors, patronizing the
patients and sexuatly or
emotionably harassing the nnrses.
Doral took this thme to obsenve
everything she coulot while she
nibbled at her cold watery eggs and
the cold Limp toast and the cold
bavely brown hash-browwn potatoes.
She usuatly had a bowl of corn
flakes, milk, and a plece of fruit -
but today was someone’s warped
Lolea of special.
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For breakfast, she could choose
between orange juice and grapefruit
Juice. she was always the first
pevson to oroer and she always chose
prange ulece. She'd noticed that
there was usually) a ruwn on oranoe
Juiee and that they'd always run

oUE. S0 BVEA L{Ldom chose orange
Jubee you might still end up with
grapefrlt Juice. Sure enougi two or
three poor souls got grapefruit juice
which, of course, they hated. They
were abways nanplj to let Dora have
thelr Juice. Dora and her baby were
gotng to need all that extra Juice
when they flnally managed to

ESCURL.
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That night just around the time
visttor hours were ending, Dorn
changed tnto the street clothes she'dl
comvineed her wother to drop off in
an old shopping bag during her Last
visit. Dora gathered the juice cartons
she'o managed to save and placeo
thew Ln the shopping bag. She
wrapped the doll tn a shmall blanket
she hao fashioned out of a
pillowense. She arvanged the covers
ano the pillows in her bed to give it
the appearance that she had gone to
bed earlier than usual. She took a
deep breath and made her way
toward the hospital extit.
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She made it She'd been planning
her escape from the first day she
reatized she was being held against
her will. She was surprised that it
went so easily. She vealizeo her
baby had hardly wade any nolse
during the escape. The fact that he
hardly ever made any nolse flashed
briefly through her mind. Once she
was a few blocks from the hospital
she begawn to feel a cabmmness she had
not felt in a long thme. She reached
dowwn to expose ner baby's {ace to the
cool night abr and was vewaroed
with a swmile and a glggle.

14
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His eyes twinkled beneath the starry
night as she stroked his soft cheek.
She pratsed him for bebng so brave
during thetr Little adventure. The
Joy of freedom was soow veplaceot by
fear as she becavne aware of the
dawnoer of her survoundings. The
police oid little to ve-assure her of her
ga{etg. ‘Sorry Lady, but don't You
inow better thaw to be out this Late
Ln this part of town? “Down't You
kinow better thaw to be out here
avnong the hookers ano the bums
anol the hooligans?” “And wiiere the
heck is your husband for cryjing out
LoLcd?”
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Their sirens blareo madly. They
could barely afford her a quick
glawce as they raced off tnto the
dark dangerous night. Dovn
thought of the handsome Navy man
she'd wearried (agalnst her parent's
wishes). “Now wheve did he vun off
to this thme?” she wondered. Maybe
her parents were vight after alll The
norns, the sivens, the smell of simokee,
cheap wine and urine, the blaring
rop musie - ttwnas all so
overwhelmingl 1t was enongh to
drive anyjone orazy. “Hey Doral”
covme A shout from across the street.
“Over nerel” That volee, that
familiar volce. Could it be?

©rcbonayatwork All rights reserved


http://rcbonayatwork.com/

Whatever Happened to Dora Moore?

It was her husband! Her parents
were wrong) after all. Dora ran
towaro hivme unminoful of the
speeding transtt bus driven by BLLL
who'dl Just stopped by Pat's for a beer
ov two before calling it a night. She
dion't hear the cops and the hookers
ano the bums and the hooltgans
shouting NOOO! She caught the
bright Lights out of the covner of her
eye as she stepped off the curb linto
the path of the juggernaut. She
{roze ln her tracks as BiLL, blurry
eyed, stammed on the brakes - but
everyone knew Lt couldn't stop in
thme.
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The bmpact sent her flying twenty
fect. She held on tight to her baby
as they fell to the pavement. £ was
dovie and quiet. She was Lost bn o
foo, unsure Uf she was dreaming or
awalke, or dead or alive. wWhat she
thought was blood turned out to be
sweat. was it all just a dream?
Dovir willed herself awnke. Yes, she
realized both sickened and relieved.
It was just a drean! She Looked at
the doll Lylng next to her on the bed
ano remenbered thinking tt was a
real baby. “what was [ thinking,”
she thougint?
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“They wmust think, 'm crazyl” she
thought. She got out of bed and
splashed her face with cold water.
“1ve never been prettier,” she salod to
ner veflection smiting back at her.
She dectded to take a long hot
shower and she vealized that
something was ot right with ner
ming and that Lt malgint be a good
Liden to see the psyjehintrist the doctor
nad recommended. She started to
feel mueh better about herself as she
toweled herself dry and she combed
her hair and went back to bed only
to discover in horror that her baby
WOS QONe.

19
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Srief fell upon her Like a davk cloud
before the storm. The storm came
ool she sereamed and screamed Liike
a wounded wild bansiee. They tried
to console her but she was out of
control. They tried to reason with
her but she was trrational. They
wrestled her to the grownd and
acdwmindistered a shot wirteh settled
ner down. she'd always been afraid
they were golng to take her baby
away. She cursed hevself for being
so careless. Dora swore to herself she
wouldl get her baby back and they'd
never Lay hands on either one of
thew ever ngain.

20
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Hector Gomez, the night shift
oroierly), was Just curious to see how
Dora would veact whew she discovered
ner doll was missing. He'd heard o
rumor that she thought the doll was
a veal Live human balby but he
thought Lt was an exagoeration.
Who kenew she'd 9o berserk the way
she diol? He thought about just
throwing the damn thing away but
something touched his heart. That
poor denenteo wonman felt <o mueh
Love for the doll that to deprive her of
that one pleasure would be
exoeptionally cruel. So he raced
dowwn the hall leading to Dora's
roon.
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Part three — banana nut
bread...
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‘I found hivml | foumd him!” Hector
shouted. Dora was Meaviﬁtg sedpted
andl, having Lost the will to Live, was
o the brink of a mental breakdown
that the doctor feared might Lead to a
coma. Dovra was about to Lose
CONSCLOUSNESS Wien the door burst
open and Hector entered the room.
That's when Dora’s eyjes Lk up and
she shouted with joy, "My baby!”
Doret thanked Hector and praised
no as her nevo. The doctor, the
nrses, and the other ovoerlies, all
aware of Hector's proclivity for
pulling pranks Looked at nim
suspietonsly prompting him to ask,
Vhﬁtoviaﬂttg, “Whot?”
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DorA provuised to see A counselor as
Long) as they promisedt not to take
her baby away. The counselor's
e was Egeria. She explained to
Dova that she was named aftter the
mythie nymph who was a protector
of preguant women. Dora smiled.
She atso explained that she
specializedt in hyprosis and drean
therapy. Dova appeared worried.
“elax,” she satd, and Dora was
sound asleep. She was driving very
fast over cobblestones. The moon
anol stars were veflecteo bn pools of
water that were bupossible to avoid.
She found herself on a Life raft bn
the wlodle of the ocean.
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Dora sat L ner mother's kitehien.
The familiar sweell of warm banana
nut bread permeated the alr. Her
mother served ner a nice warm shice
on 0 prefty pink porcelain plate.
Dora bit into it and begawn to chew.
BuUt somethibing wasw't right.
Crunch. Ouch! These aren’t nuts Lin
this bread she soon vealized. Dorn
splt her food back upow the pretty
plnk porcelain plate and vecoiled i
disgust. Bits of glass lay mixed
with blood and chewed up banana
nut Dread. Dora threw up binto the
plate. s that an arm? Ave those toes?
And are those Little flngers?
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Dora was own A table tn a dark roowm
with a large Light suspended above
ner. 'ma tn a hospital she thought.
She was suddenly hopeful that her
baby was going to be alright. She
was still a little worrted about the
things she saw on that plnke
porcelain plate. What if her baby
covwe out missing pleces and parts?
Don't worry about that,” said o
maskeat doctor who suddenly
appeared by her side. “We can put
ner back together again.” He held a
sharp sealpel which he ratsed high
above his head. “This might hurt a
bit,” he satd.
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Dova, holding her stomach, screamed
L pain. 1 o Sovry,” sald the
doctor, blood dripping frome his
seatpel. “Your Little girt had too
e banana nut bread bn her
systenn.” Dora was all atone.
“Porcelain Ls dead,” she cried to
herself. Someone opened the door to
her room and tip-toed tn. 1t wasn't
wntil the davke silhouette was bnehes
away that Dora realized who it was.
Dora was velieved. 1t was her mother.
Shewas crying. “wWhat is it,
neother?” “lmn SovrY) bﬂbg,” she
whispered as she stroked Dora's
forehead, the scent of banana nut

bread still on her flngers. .
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Dora woke up and told Egeria about
nev dreavn. Egeria Llooked concerned.
She wenk off to speak to the doctor.
The doctor proceeded to tell Egerin
details of Dora’s case. Dora was
adwitted to the mental health wing
ot the hospltal three years ago after
she was found wandering the parade
{iebd of the milltary base where she
Lived with her husband wio was tin
the Navy. Where is he now she
asked? | don't kinow he replied. He
stoppedt visiting two years ago.
what caused the wisearriage she
asked? | don't kinow he replied.
Perihaps Dora’s mother would kinow.
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“Mtwas the stress,” Dora’s meother
savdl to Egerta. She explained how
che warned Dora that she was
moving too fast with this Navy boy.
Driving too fast on a slippery slope |
told hev,” she sacd. “wWhat are Lou
oobing to do when ne's on a boat out
b the middle of the ocean ano
you're all alowe with the baby? Mo,
she wonldn't Listen to e, So they
oot marvied and sure enongh off to
the war he wenk., There was mmtg
ever enough monel what with
dayeare and all. | think Dora
worried that bﬂbgj to deptih.”
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Egerin studied the baby's autopsy
report. It mentloned that trace
anmounts of a certain chevateal were
found in the baby's system. She
recogwnized it as one of the active
ingredients b an ECD popular tin
Europe that had been banmned tn the
United states. 1t was commonly
referveot to as a morning after pill.
She helped champlon the ban
because the pill waswt 100%
effective and i it dion't terminate
the pregnancy it could result b
miscarvinge or the delivery of a baby
with severe bivth defects. Wiy
woulol Dora dellberately put her baby
at this type of risk?

©rcbonayatwork All rights reserved

30


http://rcbonayatwork.com/

Whatever Happened to Dora Moore?

“You're getting sleepy,” Egerin said
as che M@pmtized Dora. ‘UL ask
you a few guestions about your
other, Your nushband and your
bmb:{j and Lo will answer as
nonestly as you are able to. Tell me
what you remeendber before You Lost
the baby?” Dora winced.

She revenmbered she was angry that
her mother was wot able to aceept the
fact that she was pregunant ano Lin
Love with T ony anoh that they were
planning to have a baby and get
marvied. “How are You golng to ralse
a fo mitg,” asked her wother. Dora
saLol they would find o way.
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She remendbered feeling very sick
during the pregnancy). She went to
the doctor who discovered traces of
chemieals bn her bloodstream that were
useo bn “wmorning after pills” as a
post-coltal emergency contraceptive
device. She discovered that her vaother
had replaced her anti-depression pills
with the ECD pills. She confronteo her
mother. They fought. Dora was
hospitalized. Egerim mentioned this to
Dora’s wmother and the doctor. Dora‘s
mother was Lvid. “Uikinew You were up
to somethingl” Dora’s mother spat at
Eoeria. “You're not even a real
psychiatrist! demand that this
charlatan be removed from my
daughter's case mmediotely!” 52
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Part four - memory Lane...
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The hospital tnvestigated the
allegations against Egeria and
found them to be true. She was not
Licensed by the state to practice
psychiatry. Dora’s mother grinmned
trivimphantly as Heetor Gommez
escovtedt Egeria out of the building.
‘I just want you to kinow | thought
what you was doling was helpling
Dora,” he saitd as he placed a box of
ner files and things bn the trunk of
ner carv. “Thank Yow,” she replied.
“Would Yyou do me a big favor?” she
asked. ‘Sure,” he veplied. She
handed i her cavd. “Let e Rinow
how she's dolng n a few days.”

34
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Dora’s dreavns becomme more Vivio
andt Very bnkense. Bvery nlght, the
sovue dream, over and over agaun.
She's driving a car at night. She's
eating banana nut bread in her
mother's kitchen. She's bn the
hospital. Her belly's on fire. Her
baby s dead. Awnd ench time - she
wakes up - her heart vacing - she
findds i safe and sound. “That's
el why didn't 1 see it before? My
mother is planning to take my
baby!l” Dora woke up to find her
mother standing next to her bed
holding her baby. “You're not
taking hine away from mel”
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Dora grabs the doll’s Little plastic
arm and pulls bt from tes Little
plastic socket. what? No blood. No
soreavm of pabn. No ory {or vmomny.
How can that be? Dora collapses tnto
a stote of shock. She has Lost her
will to live. They fear, once again,
that Dora may slip tnto a comn.
Hector tells Egeria what happened.
He sneaks her bnto the hospital. She
COMMELES WLEN DOVA'S UNLONSCLOUS
mind and they tatk about
everything that has happened tn
Dova’s Life from the thme that she
was Just a Little girl all the way up
to the miscartinge.

36
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Dora’s wother was stegping with her
MAn. She orove to ner nouse one
miwg nioht and found them,
WEWL@ naked, Ln the kRitchen. A
plate of freshly baked banana nut
bread was on the counter. Awnd o
ewnife. Shepicked up the plate and
flung tt at theme. It crashed binto the
wall breaking tnto several pleces.
Dova vawn tnko the bathroone ang
Locked the doov behind her. She vead
the Label on a jar of pills. She took
some. She went back to the kitchen
and vomited, Her stomach vt
They drove her to the hospital where

She MALECATYLE.
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Dora woke up feeling better than <he
ever remembered. She dectded she
dicn't need to be bn the hospltal any
Longer. She showered anol fixed her
hatr. She got dressed pleked up her
shopplng bag and walked right out
the front door. She Looked so
beautitul no one even tried to stop
ner. A cnr pulled up and she got L.
Hector, at the wheel, olanced L the
reay view alivor, transtixed bgﬂ ner
beauty. Doralooked at the smiling
wonman stttlng next to her. “You're
oobng to be all vight,” she sald.

Dora shuiled back and said, “
RNOW.”
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Who is Roland C. Bonay?

He started reading comic books at an early age and soon discovered he had a flair for
telling stories of his own. As he grew, he dreamed of following in the footsteps of his
idol, comic book legend, Stan Lee. His passion ebbed and his dream faded as it
became necessary to pursue a more traditional lifestyle in order to raise his growing
family. The dream was rekindled in early 2009 as the youngest of his four children

blossomed into young adulthood. Roland’s vision is best summed up by his motto;
“the world would be a better place if we all just learned to draw.”

Find out what Roland has been up to lately at his blog; http://rcbonayatwork.com/

Follow Roland on Twitter; http://twitter.com/Rcbonayatwork

Follow Roland on Facebook; RCBonayAtWork on Facebook

Contact Roland at rcbonay@gmail.com

Keep an eye out for my upcoming webcomic:
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to all the lac
Starting Friday April 1, 2011

See the entire cast of characters at
RCBonayAtWork.com
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