Educational Podcasting
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Needed Software for Educational Podcasting:
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For the Mac – QuickTime & GarageBand


For the PC – QuickTime & Audacity

All Web links and resources are available from the web site above.

Ideas for educational Podcast topics:

· Tutorial – describe a step-by-step process.

· Reporting – describe how a problem was identified and solved

· Descriptive – paint a picture with words about a place, memory, or image.

· Biographical – capture the history of the “Old Timer’s” with interviews about their life.

· Autobiographical - relate some of your own life story and discuss your family history.

· Tour Guide – make an audio tour of a local museum, describing the background of the exhibits as the patrons walk around.

· Reactionary – record your thoughts as you experience something for the first time.

· Conversational – gather a group together to discuss a topic of interest and record

· Serial Storytelling – a series of classes each make up and record a chapter of a story. 

· Screencast – Capture sound and screen shots as a process is explained on the computer about a piece of software.

You can find the sample podcast produced from the script on the next page!

Sample Podcast Script

Taken from The Onion Radio News Podcast of August 12, 2006

Fake-A-Wish Foundation Introduces Dying 

Child to Brett Favre Look-alike

The Fake-A-Wish Foundation introduces a dying child to a Brett Favre look-alike. This is Doyle Redland reporting.


Terminally ill 7-year old Cory Hoffman of Spooner, Wisconsin received the thrill of his soon-to-be-brief life today, when he met in his hospital room with Green Bay Packers Brett Favre look-alike Morris Aubrey. The young boy reportedly perked up a bit upon meeting his hero’s double. 

Fake-A-Wish Foundation President Dean Pivarnick, “You should have seen the way Cory’s face lit up when he met the man he was convinced was his football idol. Moments like that are the whole reason we do this.”

Next, Pivarnick plans to make a dying Michigan boy’s dream come almost true by arranging for him to meet Milkey-Mouse.

Doyle Redland for The Onion Radio News.

Brought to you by GoDaddy.com, your number one source for domain names and more! Enter promo code “Onion” at checkout and get 10% off your order at GoDaddy.com.

Additional Resource Locations:

· “News… On The March!” audio file from Citizen Kane:

· http://bit.ly/aCJ345
· RKO Radio Pictures Theme music obtained from:

· http://www.dailywav.com/1000/rkotheme.wavf
Step-by-step procedure used to make sample podcast in AUDACITY:

1. Recorded “Newsman” section of script, leaving a silent space for the interview section

2. Recorded the interview section with a fake voice, and used the Time Shift tool to place the section in the proper place.

3. Cut everything after interview section of original track, chose Project – New Audio Track – Paste from Audacity’s menu, and used the Time Shift tool to arrange it after the interview section.

4. Searched the Multimedia Resources page in UEN’s K-12 Educators Resources for a free sound website, and found The Daily WAV

5. Found the RKO Radio Pictures Theme music (for intro and background music), saved it to disk with a right click, and chose Project – Import Audio from the Audacity menu.

6. I wanted the beginning of the RKO clip and the end for intro/out-tro music, and the middle part to be at a lower level underneath my voice. To do this I…

a. Found a section of music in the middle of the clip, and copy/pasted it 3 times to make the entire clip long enough to cover the script.

b. Selected the middle part that I wanted at a lower level, and chose Trim Outside Selection to isolate the audio that I wanted to lower the level on.

c. I moved the Gain slider to -27 dB on the track

d. Next, I reimported the RKO clip and selected the same selection, but this time I chose Silence Selection to remove the middle.

e. I cut the ending out and inserted it on its own track and positioned it accordingly when the news audio ended.

f. The last step was to fade the beginning audio out and the ending audio in to smooth the transition of the RKO theme down and back up.

g. Or, next time I could try to select the section that I want to make softer and choose Effect – Amplify, which can increase or decrease the levels of a selection.

7. Next, I chose File – Export to MP3 and filled in the requested Info. Done!

