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A city

Colossians 27 To them God has chosen to make known among the
Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of

glory.

It would seem that Our Lord finds our desires, not too strong, but too weak. We are
half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite
joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a
slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the
sea. We are far too easily pleased. (CS Lewis)

Rev 2":! Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and
the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 | saw the
Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared
as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And | heard a loud voice from
the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with
them.They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their
God. * He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." > He
who was seated on the throne said, "l am making everything new!"

The load, or weight, or burden of my neighbour’s glory should be laid daily on my
back, a load so heavy that only humility can carry it, and the backs of the proud will
be broken. It is a serious thing to live in a society of possible gods and goddesses, to
remember that the dullest and most uninteresting person you talk to may one day
be a creature which, if you saw it now, you would be strongly tempted to worship, or
else a horror and a corruption such as you now meet, if at all, only in a nightmare.
All day long we are, in some degree, helping each other to one or other of these
destinations.... There are no ordinary people.You have never talked to a mere
mortal. (CS Lewis)

Two gardens, two
mountains and a city

“ The Shekinah glory of God [is] the radiance, glory or

presence of God dwelling in the midst of his people.
(New Bible Dictionary)

Transcendence
God is holy, glorious and distant

Immanence

God is tender, compassionate and
close

Garden no 1.

“ Gen '3! God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.
Gen %25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.

Gen 37 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized
they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings
for themselves. 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the
LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and
they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. ? But the
LORD God called to the man, "Where are you?" '° He answered, "l heard
you in the garden, and | was afraid because | was naked; so | hid."
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Gen 323 So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work
the ground from which he had been taken. 24 After he drove the man out, he

placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword

flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.

The overwhelming loss was not paradise; it was God. Throughout all the rest of the
Old Testament one never hears talk of regaining the comfort of Eden, but regaining
access to God's presence was paramount.

The most lamentable result of sin to an Israelite is not that it makes people bad
[although it does] but that it makes God distant. (John Walton)

Mountainno |.

Ex '%'6¢ On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with
a thick cloud over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the
camp trembled. '” Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with
God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. '® Mount Sinai was covered
with smoke, because the LORD descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up
from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain trembled violently, '* and
the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder ... ?' and the LORD said to
him, "Go down and warn the people so they do not force their way through to
see the LORD and many of them perish. 22 Even the priests, who approach the
LORD, must consecrate themselves, or the LORD will break out against them."

Mountain no 2.

John "4 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.We have
seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father; full
of grace and truth.
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Luke %28 About eight days after Jesus said this, he took Peter, John and
James with him and went up onto a mountain to pray. % As he was
praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as
bright as a flash of lightning. 3° Two men, Moses and Elijah, 3! appeared in
glorious splendor, talking with Jesus. They spoke about his departure, which
he was about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem. 3% Peter and his
companions were very sleepy, but when they became fully awake, they saw
his glory and the two men standing with him. 33> As the men were leaving
Jesus, Peter said to him, "Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up
three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah." (He did not
know what he was saying.)

34 While he was speaking, a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and they
were afraid as they entered the cloud. > A voice came from the cloud,
saying, "This is my Son, whom | have chosen; listen to him." 3¢ When the
voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone.The disciples kept this to
themselves, and told no one at that time what they had seen.

Garden no 2.

Matthew 2636 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called
Gethsemane, and he said to them, "Sit here while | go over there and pray." 3
He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to
be sorrowful and troubled. 3 Then he said to them, "My soul is overwhelmed
with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me." 3
Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, "My Father,
if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me.Yet not as | will, but as you

will" ..% Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands
of sinners.



