P

one leinois

the'tﬂler-kﬂler, ha& been dbc ;

mented in-swit hgrass across the b

;study melﬁpote ! al 1mpact be-
- fore these grasses become wide-

' spread ”’ Mike Gray, a'U of Lento-
_mologist who leads the research™

-team, said in a news release‘ =
““However, finding i msects &bes

= Pm&fka, a U ofI post doctoral S

- research. associate, :presented i |
o+ their teams research-and goals-at - - Mc
nd- - the recent Bioenergy: Feedstocks o te
ree, ;Symposumm hampalgn ‘

Prasifka’ discussed:the atest !

pests discovered  on bmmass
.CIOPS, mcludmg fall armyworms;

-tiller-killers, corn. leaf :aphids;-
" and yellow sugarcane aphids.
- - Fall armyworms were found
,feedmg on’ the w’hu s ‘of Mis- -

forthe: loss of some tillers. ~ -
“"Corn. leaf aphlds are. another
: Iow—threat mlgrant to the Mld-

smtchgrass The fall

IS' a seasonai migrant :

St- smtchgfass and causes brown- " -‘Kyo
..But ~ing of whorlleaves: and halts the  outlaok
er  growthi of mfested tﬂlers

* - next year, ¥-mighi
make.aguod prediction,” he said, -
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t: be “able to

; if you are looking. 10‘more”

j'yéérs down the line at Miscant-

Because fhe4njury from thiS

msect occurs early; it is posmble' V

switchgrass could: cornpensate

- " ~hus; that's very difficult to do. .

' ‘We are talking about a scale of

ﬁme that. actually permits. evolu-
- tion of insect’ and pathogen pop-
',ulatlons” TR

‘In addition, Pra31ﬂ<a sald one.
of their challenges is almmg at a

- Yet, ;tesearchem e optnmsic
abeut how these pests willinter-: -

'He encourageé blomass crop
producers to use w1$e breedlhg
efforts; -+~

o .‘“If Yo, put‘out oné va.nety that

‘you think is a world- be;;er, re-
member“ihat it really - doesnt
_provide the same level of pfotec-
~tion-from evolvmg pathegens or
insects that a mosaic of several -
 similar feedstocks would. have -
w1th different Jevels of reswtance
to ﬂrose pests T, -
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