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25 Rabbi S.R. Hirsch, commentary to BeReishit 8:20 
 
Our offerings are directed to the aspect of God's rule that desires not destruction, but life. �  is the source of 
all life and of all future existence, and He is ready at all times to grant new life, new vigor, and a new future. 
Symbolically, one offers his own life in order to win new life from God; one offers oneself up to God in order 
to be consecrated by God and to be elevated to a holy life on earth. One does not bring an offering to a 
vengeful, angry, bloodthirsty god. Rather, one who brings an offering devotes to God's Will, every 
pulsebeat, every nervous impulse, all muscular strength. To make an offering means to win from God 
eternal life. One does not offer up an animal; one offers up himself through the animal. When a person 
offers an animal before God and leans his hand upon it; when he slaughters it, collects its blood, dashes its 
blood upon the altar, and surrenders its head, legs, breast, and carcass to the flames - in doing so he offers 
to God his own blood, his own mind, his own muscular strength, and surrenders himself completely to the 
fire of God's Will, as set down for Israel in the Torah� 
 
26 Rabbi S.R. Hirsch, commentary to VaYikra 1:1 
 
���� We have no word in Western languages that adequately conveys the concept inherent in the Hebrew 
term ����. The common German translation Opfer, deriving from the Latin offero, is related to “offering” in 
meaning; but unfortunately, in the sense of "sacrifice, ' it has taken on the connotation of destruction, 
annihilation, and loss - a connotation that is foreign and antithetical to the Hebrew concept of ����. 
 
Even the original meaning of the term offero, in the sense of "offering," does not correspond to ���� in its 
full sense. For the idea of an offering implies a prior request or need on the part of the one to whom the 
object is offered; the purpose of the offering is to meet his request or to satisfy his needs. There is no 
distinction between an offering and a gift, a present. The concept of ���� however, is far removed from all of 
these; it is never to be understood as a gift or a present. It is found solely in the context of man’s 
relationship to God, and can only be understood on the basis of the meaning of the root ���. 
 
The meaning of ��� is in accord with its plain sense: to draw closer, to arrive at a close relationship with 
someone. It follows, then, that the purpose and the result of ����� is a positive attainment, the realization 
of a more noble existence, and that the opposite - destruction, annihilation, and loss - should not be 
ascribed to it. It also follows that a ���� serves to meet the needs of the �����, and not the needs of the 
One to Whom the ���� is brought near. The will of the ����� is that something of his own should come into 
closer relationship with God. This is the very essence of a ����; and the act that is designed to bring this 
about is called �����. 
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The purpose of Korbanot 
 
 

Rabbi Harvey Belovski 5769 Page 8 
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Section 4: Who’s who? 
 
Rambam – Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon (Moreh Nevokhim) – Spain & Egypt: 1135 – 1204 
Ramban – Rabbi Moshe ben Nachman – Spain: 1194 – c. 1270 
Ritva – Rabbi Yom Tov ben Avraham Asevilli – Spain: 1250-1330 
Ralbag – Rabbi Levi ben Gershon – France: 1288-1344 
Akedat Yitzhak - Rabbi Yitzhak ben Moshe Arama – Spain: c.1420 - 1494 
Rabbenu Bachya – Rabbi Bachya ben Asher Spain: d 1340 
Rikanti – Rabbi Menachem ben Binyanim Italy: c.1250 – c.1310 
Seforno – Rabbi Ovadiah ben Yaakov – Italy: c.1475 – 1550 
Rabbi Yitzhak ben Yehudah Abarbanel – Portugal, Spain & Italy: 1437 – 1508 
Maharal – Rabbi Yehudah ben Betzalel – Prague: c.1520 - 1609 
Meshech Chochmah – Rabbi Meir Simchah of Dvinsk – Latvia: 1843 - 1926 
Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak HaKohen Kook – Lithuania & Israel: 1865 – 1935 
 


