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Rav Yehudah's ruling that we are not to offer

entreaties in the first three and final three blessings is

limited to an individual who.wishes to give voice to his

own needs. But if one such would pray for the

community, and, it goes without saying, if the

community utters prayers for the community - then

this is not interdicted under Rav Yehudah's ruling.

In support of this assertion we can citeYerushalmi
(Berachos 4:4): When we invite a chazan to rePresent

us in prayer we do not say to him, "Come pray! [xtl
5?pfr1t], but we say, "Come, draw nearl Present our

sacrifice! Fill our needsl Wage war for us! Elicit
good-willl" Now the fact that we do not say to him,
"Come pray lb?gnil] xlll proves that communal

prayer does not require that petition be preceded by
praise. No formalities are necessary. God's attention is

immediate and unmediated.

It can be demonstrated that this is the meaning of

Yerushalmi's assertion that we do not say, "Come

ptay". The word il?tprJ, prayer , connotes the extolling

of praises. Witness the teaching recorded in Attodah

Zarah 7b: Let a man pray,blpt1l, and only then

petition for the fulfillment of his needs. Clearly then if
we do not demand that the communities'representa-

tive pray , this means that we do not require him to
precede his petitions with praise.

u$n: x9'! 'ttl b-ts 1i7, God utill never treat the

ozterpouering force [rt1p] of communal need lightly'
They possess an energy which those of an individual
can never equal.

HaPardes's perceptionof the Gaonim's differentiation is clear.

Communal prayer packs such weight and import that it may
dispense with normal etiquette. No barriers exist. The community
may demand - and God is receptive to their importuning
whether or not it is couched in an appropriate form. The entreaty

that God grant us life has no place in the first blessing. It pushes

aside whatever it perceives as irrelevant to the urgency of its
needs. It brooks no delay - it demands to be heard.

It transpires that HaPardes's perception of the Gaonim's rul-
ing is the very opposite of that of Rosh and Rabbeinu Tam.
His ear picks up discord, not harmony. And the pathos of the
plea lies in just that dissonance. Whoever ordained that zoch-
reinu be recited in the first blessing was telling us that the peti-

tion for life during the Asseres Yemei Teshuttah is serious

business.
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