
Central Community 
College collabo-
rated with the 
Edgerton Explorit 
Center in Aurora to 
host a week long 4-
H GEAR Tech-21 

summer camp in an effort to expose more children 
to robotics.  CCC provided the Lego Mindstorm 
NXT kits in hopes to get kids excited about math 
and science and eventually more interest in indus-
trial technology classes and the skills needed for the 
manufacturing and related industries.  The camp 
hosted 12 kids ranging in ages from 10-14.  The kids 
had fun learning about GPS and building the perfect 
robot to perform different maneuvers. 
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New NAMC Board Member 
Dr, Ken Bird, CEO/President of 
Bright Futures Foundation joined 
the NAMC Board of Directors on 
July 13th. 
 

The Bright Futures Foundation in Omaha, Ne-
braska provides graduation assistance and access to 
and completion of post secondary programs to 
Omaha area high school students who have aca-
demic promise and financial need.   
 
Prior to joining the Bright Futures Foundation, Dr. 
Bird was Superintendent of the Westside Commu-
nity Schools in Omaha for 16 years and has re-
ceived many outstanding awards including: 
 

• Nebraska Superintendent of the Year, 1998 
• Nebraska Council of School Administrators’ Distin-

guished Service Award 
• The UNL Teachers College, David W. Hutcheson 

Award for Distinguished Service to Education 
• UNO, Department of Education, Distinguished 

Alumni Award 
• Friend of the Horace Mann League Award 

Sponsorships appreciated 
contact Dwayne Probyn, (402) 344-6122 

Central Community Col-
lege—Hastings hosted a 
VEX Robotic Summer 
Workshop for 33 Industrial 
Tech, Math and Science 
teachers from across the 
state.  Each school that at-

tended received a VEX robotic competition bundle 
package valued at $750 to be utilized in their class-
room to promote interest in manufacturing related 
fields.  During the three day event, the teachers as-
sembled, programmed and competed against each 
other to see who built the best robot. 

CCC Promoting Robotics 

• Expert Lecturer at Huazhong University in Wuhan, 
China 

• “2003 Tech-Savvy Superintendent Award” win-
ner—eSchool News, a national newspaper 

• American Association of School Administrators 
President’s Technology Award, sponsored by Apple 
Computer Inc., 2003 

• Plus several more!   
 
Dr. Bird was appointed to the Nebraska Educa-
tional Telecommunications Commission.  He cur-
rently serves on several boards and is very active in 
the community and throughout the state! 
 
Dr.Bird and his wife, Annie, have served as honor-
ary benefit chairs for the Children’s Hospital Gala, 
Ronald McDonald House Charities, the UNMC 
“Kicks for a Cure” and the Charles Drew Health 
Center Annual Dinner. 
 
Dr. Bird exemplifies a  commitment to advocacy 
for all children!  We are pleased, and very fortu-
nate to have Dr. Bird join our NAMC Board! 



Reasons to Celebrate 

Visit our web site at www.dreamitdoit.com/Nebraska 

 NAMC AREA DIRECTORS 
 

Omaha  Northeast Nebraska 
John Vyhlidal  Jeff Scherer 
(402)895-9000  (402)568-2937 
johnv@tri-vtool.com  max@smeal.com 
 

Lincoln  Norfolk  
Linda Lichtenberg  Jennifer Epting 
(402)434-9140   (402) 644-4940 
linda.lichtenberg@lincolnmachine.com Jennifer.epting@nucor.com 
 

Columbus  Hastings/Grand Island 
Bernie Hansen  Kelly Christensen 
(402)270-0604  (402)461-2558 
drive45@megavision.com  kchristensen@cccneb.edu 
 

Holdrege  Western Nebraska 
Roger Allmand  Dan Koch 
(800)562-1373  (308)762-2975 
rallmand@allmand.com  dankoch@perrinmfg.com 
  

Dawson County  North Platte 
Mary Gohl  Cinch Munson 
(308)784-3902  (308)535-3678 
mgdad@cozadtel.net   munsonc@mpcc.edu 
 

Executive Director—Dwayne Probyn; (402) 344-6122 

NAMC Board of Directors 
Tony Raimondo, Chairman*  Behlen Mfg. Co. 
Tom Whalen, Vice Chair*       Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Nebraska 
Dennis Baack* Nebraska Community College System 
J.B. Milliken University of Nebraska 
Catherine Lang Commissioner, Nebraska Dept. of Labor 
Richard Baier* Dept. of Economic Development 
Roger Breed Commissioner, NE Dept. of Education 
Barry Kennedy Neb. Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
David Brown Omaha Chamber of Commerce 
Wendy Birdsall Lincoln Chamber of Commerce 
K.C. Belitz Columbus Chamber  of Commerce 
Mike Baldino NAMC Secretary 
Dwayne Probyn NAMC Executive Director 
*Denotes Executive Committee Members 

www.nam.org 

OMAHA:  DIDI will be hosting manufacturing tours and will speak 
to Bright Futures Avenue Scholars.  This year the program is ex-
tended to include 74 Bright Futures students, year round instead of 
just during the summer.  Currently there are about 12 businesses 
signed up willing to open their facilities for tours. 
DVD: Video shoots are complete for the new DIDI DVD.  A draft of 
the DVD was shown to the Board of Directors and is in the process of 
some final adjustments. 
ANNUAL REPORT:  DIDI will be putting out its first Annual Re-
port in July.  The report will highlight DIDI growth, accomplish-
ments, and future strategic planning. 
COLUMBUS:  Columbus working on candidates for their Regional 
Career Dream Team. 
STATE:  Gathering questionnaires for the selection of the Nebraska 
Career Dream Team.   
SIOUX CITY:  Plans are underway for a Dream It. Do It. launch and 
Area Director announcement in Sioux City. 

2010 Events 
We’ve Attended 

Est.  
Attend. 

Est. 
Contacts 

High School Fairs 3,675 1,140 

Classroom Presentations 666 666 
Career (Job) Fairs 200 100 

Civic/Community Presentations 594 594 
Mfg. Tours / Job Shadows 215 215 

Community Booths 1,200 300 

Other/Misc. 103 103 

Year-to-date 2010 6,653 3,118 
Campaign Totals 2006-current 61,276 27,698 

NAMC Scorecard 

Volunteers Needed 
Nebraska State Fair 

We are still in need of volunteers to work at the booth 
August 27th—Sept. 6th.  This is a great opportunity for 
Career Dream Team mentors to get out and talk to peo-
ple about the exciting careers available in their area.   

To volunteer or if you  have any questions, please 
contact Robin Wheeler at rwheeler@cccneb.edu. 

Web Site:  http://www.dreamit-doit.com/Nebraska 
Blog:  http://www.didicdt.com 
You Tube: http://www.youtube.com  -  
 (in the search box type DProbyn) 
Facebook http://www.facebook.com— 
 (search for DreamItDoIt Nebraska) 
National Web Site:  http://www.dreamit-doit.com 


