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Porty boat set to rock at first regatta in 40 years
Edinburgh’s seaside is set to relive some past glories and write a new chapter in its story this Saturday.

Portobello with its famously long sandy beach will host its first rowing regatta in more than 40 years with teams from around Scotland coming to prove themselves as the best coastal rowers in the country.
Teams are coming from Eyemouth, Anstruther and as far a field as Achiltibuie on the north-west coast. There will also be local rivalry on display with clashes between Portobello, Port Seton and North Berwick as the teams race over the 800 yard course.
Each coastal community team has built a St Ayles Skiff – a five person rowing boat - as part of the Scottish Coastal Rowing Project, which is generating renewed interest in traditional rowing races. These traditional wooden boats built by local communities have been in action across the country with the inaugural meet at Anstruther earlier this summer. Now it is the turn of Portobello to host the competition.

Andres Leslie, Captain of the Portobello team said: “There will be about 100 rowers here in Portobello on Saturday, competing for the honour of calling themselves the best coastal rowers in Scotland. Our teams will row in Icebreaker, our community’s boat, and the men’s and women’s teams will be giving it their all to stay ahead of our rivals and mark the return of competitive rowing to Portobello with a clear win.”
The races start at midday on Saturday 24 July and continue through to 5pm with boats rowing off the beach at the bottom of Bath Street, down from the Portobello Sailing and Kayaking Club.

More information is available at rowporty.org.uk
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Notes to Editors

The Scottish Coastal Rowing Association was formed on 29 May 2010 to continue the initiative to restart coastal rowing and racing around the Scottish coastline and on inland lochs.

RowPorty is Portobello’s project which has built a St Ayles Skiff named Icebreaker. 
Teams competing on Saturday will be the under 18s, under 40s men, under 40s women, over 40s men, over 40s women and a mixed open category.
