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  Fe b r u a r y  1 0 – J u n e  2 9 ,  2 0 1 2  •  T h e  C e n t e r  f o r  C r a f t ,  C r e a t i v i t y  &  D e s i g n
Opening Reception • Friday, February 10, 5-7 pm

Lecture • March 15, 7 pm, UNCA Owen Hall, Rm 302                                                                          CCCD Gallery Talk • March 16, 1-2 pm 
“Not the Straight and Narrow: Diverse Pathways to Bending Wood”				                       with the curators
with Tom Loeser, Professsor, University of Wisconsin Madison
Co-sponsored by UNCA Meet the Makers Lecture Series 

This exhibition explores the work of nine furniture makers and sculptors who use the technique of bending wood in innovative, unusual and eloquent 
ways.

Wood bending is typically accomplished through one of three approaches—steaming, laminating or greenwood bending. Steaming requires the applica-
tion of heat and moisture to allow the wood fibers to bend and slide against each other. The bent part is clamped to a form and allowed to cool and dry 
into a new configuration. Laminating involves using layers of wood cut thin enough to become flexible. The flexible strips are clamped against a form with 
adhesive between each layer, until the adhesive cures, locking the laminations into the new configuration. Greenwood bending uses freshly cut smaller 
diameter saplings, often willow, which are inherently flexible due to the high moisture content in the freshly cut wood.

Bentwood came to symbolize the modern movement in furniture design, but it still offers a tempting territory for a range of aesthetic and formal explora-
tions. The artists/designers in this exhibition push the limits of wood bending to create extraordinary functional and sculptural works of art that are 
conceptually challenging and expand our understanding and expectations of wood as a material.

This exhibit was funded, in part, by a Grassroots Grant from the North Carolina Arts Council, a division of the Department of Cultural Resources, with funding from the 
National Endowment for the Arts; administered by the Arts Council of Henderson County.


