On Learning How to Give
Introduction to Hilkhot Tzedaka - Maaser Kesafim Part 2

Is There a Torah Source For Tithing?
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R. Johanan further said: What is the meaning of the verse , Thou shalt surely tithe?1 Give tithes that you
may be enriched.2 R. Johanan met the young son3 of Resh Lakish and said to him, ‘Recite to me the
Bible verse [you have learnt to-day]. The latter replied, ‘Thou shalt surely tithe’, at the same time
asking, ‘What may be the meaning of these words?” R. Johanan answered, ‘Give tithes that you may be
enriched’ . The boy then asked, “Whence do you adduce this?” R. Johanan replied: ‘Go test it [for
yourself]’. The boy thereupon asked: Is it permissible to try the Holy One, blessed be He, seeing that it
is written, Ye shall not try the Lord?4 -R. Johanan replied: Thus said R. Oshaia: The case of tithe-giving
is excepted [from the prohibition], as it is said, Bring ye the whole tithe unto the storehouse, that there
may be food in My house, and try Me now herewith, saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open you the
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall be more than sufficiency.s (What is the
meaning [of the words], ‘“That there shall be more than sufficiency? — R. Rami b. Hama said in the
name of Rab: Until your lips grow weary from saying, ‘It is enough’.)
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Looking Back at the Source: Twin “Destinations” of Ma’aser
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