On Learning How to Give
Introduction to Hilkhot Tzedaka - Maaser Kesafim Part 3

The Takana From Usha
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R. Elai stated: It was ordained at Usha5 that if a man wishes to spend liberally6 he should not spend more than
a fifth.7 So it was also taught: If a man desires to spend liberally6 he should not spend more than a fifth,7
[since by spending more] he might himself come to be in need [of the help] of people.8 It once happened that a
man wished to spend6 more than a fifth7 but his friend did not allow him. Who was it?9 — R. Yeshebab.
Others say [that the man who wished to spend was] R. Yeshebab, but his friend did not allow him. And who was
it?9 R. Akiba. R. Nahman, or as some say, R. Aha b. Jacob, said: What [is the proof from] Scripture?10 — And of
all that Thou shalt give me | will surely give the tenth11 into thee.12 But the second tenth,13 surely, is not like
the first one? — R. Ashi replied: | will ... give a tenth of it14 [implies 'l will make] the second like the first'.
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The Beginning of the Bottom Line
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Returning to the Source in Agriculture...
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