8 Lights for 8 Nights—The Sixth Light

Connecting the One Who Lights with the One Who Sees
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For R. Hiyya b. Ashi citing Rab stated, One who kindles the Hanukkah lamp must recite a benediction. R.

Jeremiah ruled, He who sees the Hanukkah light must recite the benediction. What benediction does one recite?
— Rab Judah answered, On the first day he who kindles the light must recite three benedictions and he who
sees it must recite two; henceforth he who kindles the lights recites two benedictions and he who sees them
only one.
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Our Rabbis taught: The precept of Hanukkah [demands] one light for a man and his household; those who seek

to beautify [the mitzva kindle] a light for each member [of the household]; and those who seek to beautify the

beautification of the mitzva, — Beth Shammai maintain: On the first day eight lights are lit and thereafter they

are gradually reduced; but Beth Hillel say: On the first day one is lit and thereafter they are progressively
increased.
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