On Learning How to Give
Introduction to Hilkhot Tzedaka - Downsizing

What Can and Must Be Kept vs. Sold?
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R. Hanina had a poor man to whom he regularly sent four zuz on the Eve of every Sabbath. One day he sent that
sum through his wile who came back and told him [that the man was in] no need of it. 'What [R. Hanina asked
her] did you see?' [She replied:] | heard that he was asked, 'On what will you dine; on the silver [coloured]
cloths® or on the gold [coloured] ones?? 'Itis in view of such cases' [R. Hanina] remarked, 'that R. Eleazar said:
Come let us be grateful to the rogues for were it not for then, we? would have been sinning every day, for it is
said in Scripture, And he cry unto to the Lord against thee, and it be sill unto thee.* Furthermore, R. Hiyya b. Rab
of Difti® taught: R. Joshua b. Korha said, Any one who shuts his eye against charity is like one who worships
idols, for here® it is written, Beware that there be not a base’ thought in thy heart etc. [and thine eye will be
evil against thy poor brother]® and there? it is written, Certain base’ fellows are gone out,®? as there? [the
crime is that of] idolatry, so here also [the crime is like that of] idolatry'.*:

Our Rabbis taught: If a man pretends to have a blind eye, a swollen belly or a shrunken leg,22 he will not pass
out from this world before actually coming into such a condition. If a man accepts charity and is not in need of it
his end [will be that] he will not pass out of the world before he comes to such a condition.

We learned elsewhere: He2 may not be compelled to sell his house or his articles of service'®* May he not
indeed?® Was it not taught: If he was in the habit of using gold articles he shall now use copper ones?® — R.
Zebid replied. This is no difficulty. The one*’ refers to the bed and table: the other to cups and dishes. What
difference is there in the case of the cups and dishes that they are not [to be sold]? Obviously because he can
say, '[The inferior quality] is repulsive to me', [but then, in respect of] a bed and table also, he might say [the
cheaper article] is unacceptable to me! — Raba the son of Rabbah replied: [Thist refers] to a silver strigil. 22 R.
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Papa replied: There is no difficulty: one® [refers to a man] before he came under the obligation of repayment, %
and the other refers to a man? after he had come under the obligation of repayment.%
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MISHNAH 8. HE WHO POSSESSES TWO HUNDRED ZUZ, 40 MAY NOT TAKE ‘GLEANINGS’,
THE FORGOTTEN SHEAF, PE'AH OR THE POOR MAN'S TITHE. IF HE POSSESSES TWO
HUNDRED MINUS ONE DENAR,41 THEN EVEN IF A THOUSAND [MEN] EACH GIVE HIM
[ONE ZUZ], HE MAY ACCEPT.42IF HIS PROPERTY IS MORTGAGED UNTO HIS CREDITORS
OR TO THE KETHUBAH43 OF HIS WIFE, HE MAY ACCEPT. THEY44 CANNOT COMPEL HIMas
TO SELL HIS HOUSE OR HIS TOOLS.46

What Does Gemara Mean By “Until They Come to Collect”?
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