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Interview with Paul Shipper

aul Shipper is a designer, photographer and illustrator born in Manchester and
P settled in New Zealand. The multitalented artist has his own studio, STUDIO PS DPI.

Since childhood has grown up with a pencil in his fingers, conscious of his talent for
drawing after compulsory education went to train as an illustrator and animator in the
Metropolitan Universityde Manchester.

Paul has worked among others with Lucasfilm, Penguin Books NYC, Sports Illustrated, GQ
Magazine, Topps Inc. You can see his wonderful work on your website:
www.paulshipper.com

One of the last works of Paul has been due to the passion he has for the character
Indiana Jones. Aware of this fact, Fran Casanova contacted Paul to perform the poster of
his latest short film about the archaeologist adventurer.
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Where does your passion for drawing?

Since childhood I have always liked to draw. I
recently learned that my grandfather was forger
of paintings, and maybe it's where I get my
passion and skill, or at least in part. I grew up
with the works of Drew Struzan decorating my
bedroom, and one day I realized that the artist
himself had made all these pictures! I said, I [
want to have a job like that when I grow up, so |
it was very motivating.

What are the illustrators and artists you |
admire? What has influenced you most?

Drew Struzan Well obviously been a great
influence. I was lucky enough to visit him in his
studio and told me I had a great teacher
(referring to himself), besides other big film
poster illustrators, Richard Amsel, Bob Peak,
and the American old masters, such as JC
Leyendecker and Norman Rockwell. There are
many more but these are the most relevant.

Did you imagine you'd be working with
customers such as LucasFilm, Penguin Books Sport Illustrated or NYC? How was
the experience?

I always hoped that would happen but you never know. Sometimes it is matter of being
in right place at the right time, or at least have your portfolio in place and right time.
feel fortunate to pursue my dreams. In many ways it continues to inspire me.

We have seen that in your official website www.paulshipper.com several works
on Indiana Jones. Have you made any official LucasFilm illustration?

They are a huge fan of Indy, and I'm proud to
say that In Search of the Lost Ark is my favorite
movie. Although I have not been officially hired
as Lucasfilm, but who knows if I ever see my
work and call me. Most jobs have been related
to personal or Indy for use in fan sites, such as
theraider.net or Theindycast.com and posters
for fan films. I love everything about Indy and
although not official, it gives me great
satisfaction. Still, I also did some illustrations
for Star Wars official Lucasfilm.

Of the four Indiana Jones movies, what is
your favorite?

If I had to choose one, would be the Ark of the
Covenant, but the truth is that I like them all,
including the Crystal Skull.

Besides drawing, also you are a
photography and design. If you had to
choose, which one would you choose?

Since then, and I feel passionate about three
things, but my roots will always be the
illustration. It gives me great satisfaction as
well as photography and design. The picture is very different I love using my hands to
create something.

What old movie would you have liked in general to make poster?

I think there are many films that would have benefited from a poster painted. I would
love to illustrate a poster of a James Bond, while still doing illustrations. Considering
more recent films, I think the Pirates of the Caribbean, Thor, Iron Man, Captain America
and Cowboys & Aliens should have an official poster illustration.

You've made a poster for the short film "Indiana Jones and the search for lost
idol" by Spanish director Fran Casanova. What has been working with Fran? Did
you know his work?

I've heard of Fran considerably in recent years. Being a fan of Indy, people recognize you
but not known personally. Fran and has long worked in his film, among other projects.
When Fran contacted me, I was delighted to create a poster for his film. Since I live in
New Zealand, far from Spain, did we write video conferencing and email. There was no
problem with communication. We talked about ideas and I took notes and sketches to.
After consulting with him to see the changes. We went through various options until we
achieve the final look. It was fun to work directly with the director. I think it's rare
nowadays in Hollywood.

Are you now engaged in a job? What are your future projects?

I just finished another painting for the Indy theindycast.com website. My name should
appear in the title. I am also doing work for Topps trading card company in the Star Wars
Galaxy Art collection apart from other solo projects. What About the Future? Who knows?
Only that everything looks good!
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