
Sunday, February 10, 2013

My Family
Part 10, You 2.013 - Finding and Doing the Will of God

Acts 10 (New International Version (NIV))

10 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was 
known as the Italian Regiment. 2 He and all his family were devout and God-
fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly. 
3 One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw 
an angel of God, who came to him and said, “Cornelius!”

4 Cornelius stared at him in fear. “What is it, Lord?” he asked.

The angel answered, “Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a 
memorial offering before God. 5 Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man 
named Simon who is called Peter. 6 He is staying with Simon the tanner, 
whose house is by the sea.”

7 When the angel who spoke to him had gone, Cornelius called two of his 
servants and a devout soldier who was one of his attendants. 8 He told them 
everything that had happened and sent them to Joppa.

... Peter’s Testimony & Cornelius’ Response ... 

39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in 
Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him 
from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 41 He was not 
seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by 
us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets 
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of 
sins through his name.”

44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who 
heard the message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter 
were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on 
Gentiles.  Then Peter said, 47 “Surely no one can stand in the way of their 
being baptized with water. They have received the Holy Spirit just as we 
have.” 48 So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.
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What we can learn from Cornelius about being a great parent and a 
fantastic leader for our families:

Make Worship a Big Deal!

• Fear God.

• Be generous.

• Lead your family to worship at home by speaking about God and praying over 
your meal times.

• Lead your family to worship on Sundays here at Phos by setting the stage for 
God to move.  Know that your attitude is contagious for better or worse.

• Lead your family to watch television in March!  Experience the History Channel 
Series called 'The Bible' beginning March 3.  See Julie in the cafe' to learn 
more.

• Lead your family by following Jesus in baptism and beyond.  Our next baptism 
experience will be on Easter Sunday, March 31.

• Lead your family into Mission Adventures with Phos like the Charleston 
experience coming up the week of June 9.  See Julie in the cafe' to learn more.
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