Sunday, December 23, 2012

Favored - Luke 1:28-38
Part 3, You 2.013 - Finding and Doing the Will of God

In the light of a king’s face there is life, and his favor is like the
clouds that bring the spring rain. Proverbs 16:15

The Birth of Jesus Foretold

26) In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel
Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27) to a virgin pledged to be
married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s
name was Mary. 28) The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you
who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”

29) Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of
greeting this might be. 30) But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary; you have found favor with God. 31) You will conceive and give
birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32) He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the
throne of his father David, 33) and he will reign over Jacob’s
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”

34) “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since | am a virgin?”

35) The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be
born will be called the Son of God. 36) Even Elizabeth your relative is
going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable
to conceive is in her sixth month. 37) For no word from God will ever
fail.”

38) “l am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me
be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. Luke 1:28-38 (NIV)
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The gift you want & need the most from God this Christmas is:

[Greek = Charis] See: Luke 1:30; 2:40; 2:53; 4:19

Based on Luke 1:28-38 & 46-55; What could we say Mary’s ‘Life
Theme’ was?

, Lord, | am your

e When God's FAVOR meets the heart of a willing servant He unleashes
His work into and through the life of that person.

e His Favor + Your YES (Availability) = miraculous gifts for the good of
the world causing your soul to sing. See Mary’s response to God’s
work in Luke 1:48-55.

e Favored = Who you are designed & destined to be plus what you are
wired to do, wrapped up into the gift that He wants to give to the
world through you. [Your purpose, or ‘life theme’, is found here.]

e When your soul sings you are zeroing in on your ‘life theme’.

The secret: You will discover your true God-given ‘life theme’ when
you say “YES, Lord. | am your servant”.

¢ Jesus said that if you try to hang onto your life that you'd lose it and
that if you lose your life for His sake that you'd find it. Matthew 10:39

e The Bible says that we are all 'FAVORED' BY GOD and that He's not
willing that any of us should perish, but that we should all have eternal
life through Jesus Christ. But, it’s always our choice to say yes or no
to God’s dream for the world. John 3:16-17

Call(s) to Action:

e Say ‘YES’ to God and then DO whatever He’s asking you to do. Do it
now.

e Think about where your soul sings and ask God to reveal your ‘life
theme’ and then take bold action to live into His dream for the world.
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