Digital Inclusion Fund
Request for Proposals
2010
Background

The Minneapolis Foundation is one of the oldest and largest community foundations in the country.  The Foundation manages over 600 donor advised funds and awards approximately $5 million in grants each year from its unrestricted funds.

The Digital Inclusion Fund is a donor advised fund of The Minneapolis Foundation. It was established through a provision of the Community Benefits Agreement that was a part of the contract between the City of Minneapolis and U.S. Internet Wireless. USIW is the vendor responsible for establishing a wireless network in the City of Minneapolis.
Purpose

The Digital Inclusion Fund supports efforts to bridge the digital divide in Minneapolis by providing qualified organizations with financial resources to promote technology access and literacy for low-income people, people of color, people with disabilities, immigrants and refugees, displaced workers, seniors, and other new users of technology.

Eligible Organizations
*501 (c)(3) nonprofits 
*Public institutions that provide access to technology for underserved populations

*Past grantees of the Digital Inclusion Fund are not eligible to apply for this grant cycle.
*Applicants must provide programming in the City of Minneapolis for the benefit of Minneapolis residents.
Grantmaking Goal Areas
 (1) Affordable internet access; (2) Technology literacy; (3) Local, relevant and accessible content; and (4) Adequate, affordable hardware and software tools.
Funds Available
Approximately $100,000 will be available for grants in 2010. The Digital Inclusion Fund will make single year grants.  The Fund will make grants of various sizes, however the maximum grant size is $10,000 for this cycle.

We Do Not Fund 

Individuals, organizations/activities outside of Minnesota, memberships, direct religious activities, political organizations or candidates, direct fundraising efforts, telephone solicitations, and financial deficits.

Nondiscrimination Policy

The Digital Inclusion Fund’s resources are available to organizations that serve the public without discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, sex, religion, age, disability, sexual orientation, marital status, or national origin. It is expected that facilities will be in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.
How to Apply

Please use the Minnesota Common Grant Application Form.  Send two hard copies to the Digital Inclusion Fund at The Minneapolis Foundation. Please also send an electronic copy (e.g. pdf version by email, or on a CD-ROM) to Valerie Lee, TMF Community Philanthropy Officer (vlee@mplsfoundation.org). You can download the Common Grant Application Form from The Minnesota Council on Foundations’ website (www.mcf.org).
Please limit the Proposal Narrative to 5 pages (double-spaced, 12 point font). In the Evaluation section please include specific quantifiable measures of success.  Grantees will be asked to provide this data in their Final Report. Grantees also will be expected to provide 1 – 3 “success stories” (250 word max. each) describing positive outcomes achieved with the DIF grant.  Both the Final Report and success stories will need to be submitted in hard copy and electronic formats.
Grantmaking Criteria

Requests for funding from the Digital Inclusion Fund should demonstrate how the proposed activities will accomplish long term change in at least one of the goal areas:  
(1) Affordable internet access, (2) Technology literacy, (3) Local, relevant and accessible content, (4) Adequate, affordable hardware and software tools.

Preference will be given to funding requests that address one or more of the goal areas in a clear and measurable way.  
For this grant cycle there is a special interest in proposals addressing the needs of elders and people with disabilities.
Examples of eligible activities might include (but are not limited to):

*Supporting technical literacy programs and initiatives
*Developing economic opportunities through digital access

*Using digital access for civic engagement and supporting accessible government

*Using digital access to aid in community and neighborhood collaboration efforts

*Distributing assistive technology to people with disabilities and elders to ensure

  equal access to digital content

*Providing relevant and engaging content in multiple languages

*Implementing web-based English language learning
Grant Reports

Grant recipients are required to submit a report about their activities using the Minnesota Common Report Form along with success stories. Reports will be due within one month following the end of the grant period.
Process and Timeline

PROPOSALS MUST BE RECEIVED BY 4:30 P.M. FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2010.
Proposals will be reviewed by an advisory panel composed of community members. You will be notified about funding decisions in December 2010.
Send your proposal to:

Digital Inclusion Fund

The Minneapolis Foundation

800 IDS Center

80 South 8th Street

Minneapolis, MN  55402

Questions?
Please contact Valerie C. Lee, Community Philanthropy Officer, at The Minneapolis Foundation (612-672-3849 or email vlee@mplsfoundation.org).
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