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@ present abbey have been keeping bees for over a hundred years. Archaeological evidence '.I‘;}n%

LT T
has shown that the medieval Buckfast monks also kept bees. i

T
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Brother Adam, the Abbey's most famous beekeeper was in charge of them for over seventy years. He i[;@}f

started with forty-five hives. Today there are over seven hundred - which in the height of summer may [
contaln as many as sixteen million bees!

£ 1, L
Brother Adam bred a special kind of honeybee called ‘The Buckfast Bee'. Its workers are known to be a § "2“'

[1 good honey producers, .f
= THE - LIFE- OF - A- WORKER - BEE =
o — )
f For the first 3 weeks of life the worker f I Types of bee

FaA bee grows from an egg to & pupa

=1 inside the call.

4 Days 1-3

;% Aftar she comes out of the cell, the

2 bee sets to work at once. For thres
days sha bacomes a nuree bee,

{ cleaning the calls in which tha gueen

will lay aggs.

Sha looks after the larvee and helps
to feed the queen.

| Days10-18
She uses beeswex from her ewn

Days 17-18
She takes pollen and nactar, which
the older bees have brought into the
hive, and stores it in tha combs.

Mectar and Pollan
Twes eat both nectar
and pelien, Nectar
gives them carbo—

Both ere stored to
be eaten lador.

She is & guard bee, protecting tha

nlmnm 1a the hive,

A worker bea may
only livae for four to
six wesks Iin the
gsummer., If she

T 11

i hatches just before [&F
i the winter, howevar, bl

!, she may live for six ;"f‘

i Tha bee leaves the hive and spends months in the hive. ‘f

| The larvas change imo pupse and then into the rest of her life collecting pollen ~?;:'.l,

i‘ wdult bees. The females become workers or and nectar from flowers, J :
i queens depending on the focd they sre given, LS
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Jithieny’
i How to collect honey without getting stung. )
it
!
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Clover W
g uses iy
g smoketo makethebees it 4,3&.
4 In spring the bees think thalr hive Is on |
§  collect nectar from fire, They trytosave the 1575,
% clover. In the summer honey by eating it and ‘-Eﬁ:;
i  the beskesper tmkes this makesthemsleepy,  Bifi2
them to Dartmoor 1o so they leave the bee- sl
il gather nectar from the The beskeeper waars gloves and a hat with a veil, for keeper alona. 2 f;&
14 heather. protection. He is sometimes stung. though. '_~' ‘_‘{E;
.':--%
L
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Teking the honey from tha comb. A warm humid summer Z Winter Work. i
is nesdad for a lot of {i:i?
e R !mw_m L@._.md.g..l. A= e - 'L.}:
1 the last 16 years fess | o= %ﬁ Ty
honey has been pro- # rt'-# c."'*
ducad because the __...___-.-;:_‘:lﬂi A E%
summers have bean too e -
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i beakeapar takas tha

"% caps off the honeycells,

;3_} The combs are put Intg

" the honay extractor,
which is @ machine like

.‘" £ a spin dryar.
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With a hot knile tha
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Every wintar tha bes-
kespar cleens the hives.
He sterilises tham,
rapaints them and
pplaces old combewith
new ones.

Ag the extractor gpins
round, the honay |8
thrown on to the sides
of tha drum. Then it is
put into jars.

=
by

e TV e e ks g Sy e e

There has bean a long Wadition of X Fre
beekeeping at Buckfest Abbey. Bes

boles, shelves which held straw bee RO
hives or skeps, have bean found in i
the medieval enclosure ‘wall which =l
shows that bees were probably kept e
here by manks before the Dissolution e

in 1539, . e
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Brother Adam

A Cistercian monastery stood at Buckfast until it was
closed down by Henry VIl during the Dissolution of
the Monasleries in 1539. The monks were forced to
leave and the abbay fell into ruin. Part of the site
was usad as a farm,

In 1882 monks returned to Buckfast _and with thern
came the bees. Buckfast's most prominent
beekeeper is Brother Adam. He looked after the bees
for over seventy years and his name is known
worldwide,

Adam was twelve when he came to Buckfast Abbey
and within a few years he had been appainted by
the abbot to help Brother Columban the beekeaper.
Shortly after this 30 out of the abbey's 46 bee colonies
were wiped out by a disease known as Acarine. All
the bees that died were of the native British black
bee variety. This bee was renowned for being hardy,
but somewhat ill-tempered. The bees that survived
the outbreak were all of Itallan origin.

In 1919 Brother Columban retired and Brother Adam
was putin sole charge of the bees, and he set about
rebuilding the colonies, His intention was to use
cross-breeding to develop a new bee which would
be hardy like the black bee, but disease-resistant
like the Halian bee, and a good honey producer. He
wished to combine the best guialituas from difeter:

races to gel a bee which would give the beekeeper
maximum crop with the minimum of woik. Many
improvements had previously been made in
beskeeping practice and technology; but Brother

Adam wanted to actually change the bees
themselves,

Brolher Adam made extensive iourneys all over lhe
world, to get breeding stock. He visited all countrias
with a distinct indigenous race of bees gaing chiefly
to isolated country areas where the purity of the
native strains had been maintained. He even went
to the Sahara Desert . Over the years he travelled
more than 100,000 miles in search of bees,

The result of all these travels, and many years of
patient experiment at the breeding station on
Dartmoor, was the ‘Buckfast bee This bee is a good
pollen gatherer, and is narmally gentle. It alse has a
lower tendency to swarm than many other variefies,
and is resistant to disease. Buckfast queens are now
kept by beekeepers all over the world.

Brother Adam wrote four books about the Buckfast
bee, including ‘In Search of the Best Strains of Bees'
(1983) and ‘Beekeeping at Buckfast' (1975). In 1974
he was awarded the O.B.E. for his work.

Brother Adam died in September 1095,







