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‘AXO Athlete of the Week’ Presented by Yamaha Motor Canada:
A brand new award for the 2011 Western Canadian Amateur MX National
When it comes to motocross, we often get caught up in results; but let’s not forget about the amount of preparation that goes into racing as well as the value of respect. Whether it’s congratulating a fellow racer on a good ride, holding someone’s bike at the line as they pack their gate or relieving a flagger, a positive and well-mannered attitude goes a long way. In fact, most people remember those “little things” far more than who won or lost. In recognizing riders who devote much of their time to motocross, and encourage others along the way, Yamaha Motor Canada has created the ‘AXO Athlete of the Week.’ It will be awarded to one deserving racer at this year’s Western Canadian Amateur MX National (WCAN) in Raymond, Alberta. Yamaha’s Marketing Coordinator, Danny Brault, fills us in…. 

What is the ‘AXO Athlete of the Week’ award?
DB: We (Yamaha) don’t believe a true athlete can be measured by results alone, because at the end of the day, only one person can win. Things like work ethic, devotion and sacrifice should be taken into account. We wish to recognize racers who display this commitment to moto while treating fellow racers, race officials, sponsors, and family and friends with respect. In a nutshell, the ‘AXO Athlete of Week’ is a mixture of dedication to the sport and good sportsmanship.
Is everyone who races this year’s WCAN eligible to win the AXO award? 
Unfortunately, no—only riders in the mini-ranks, so 50cc to 85cc classes. Again, we wanted to do something different, something that doesn’t cater to results and is specific to the younger age group. As sappy as it sounds, is there anything more heart warming than seeing a youngster up on stage in front of hundreds of people, accepting a prize and smiling from ear to ear? The main objective is to remind kids that a positive attitude and good manners is something we should all be striving for. These are things that Yamaha looks at when deciding who to sponsor; we’re looking for good ambassadors, not just a results sheet.
How is the winner chosen?
By you! We are asking WCAN attendees to vote, on site, for who they feel is the most deserving AXO Athlete of the Week. Ballots can be found, filled out and dropped off at the New Way Motorsports Yamaha booth. The poll closes at 4pm on Saturday and the winner will be announced during the WCAN awards ceremony. 

Sounds like a great award and concept, but … does the winner take anything home?
Certainly! The AXO Athlete of the Week receives one complete set of AXO riding gear, which includes a pair of boots, pant, jersey, gloves, chest protector, and riding socks. Of course, we can’t predict gear sizes, so we’ll present the winner a gift card, redeemable at any Canadian Yamaha motorcycle dealer. 

AXO was once the choice riding gear for many of the world’s top racers. It seems like they disappeared for a bit but now AXO is making a comeback of sorts. 
It is, for sure. Now that Yamaha is the exclusive Canadian distributor for AXO, it will be much easier for riders to find the gear. We have Yamaha’s top off-road racer, Brian Wojnarowski, outfitted in AXO and we’re looking at expanding for 2012. I own a set and am quite happy with the quality and comfort, not to mention the style is pretty unique compared to others. As far as pricing goes, you can get into a full set of AXO—pant, jersey and gloves—for about $200. That’s not bad, compared to other premium gear lines. They produce a wide range of boots and protective gear as well, so get on over to Yamaha-motor.ca, click on ‘Accessories and Apparel’ and check them out! 
