William Tyler

Art Appreciation 1301

Introductions
Well I guess I might as well start off with all of the basics, I’m afraid even these are somewhat confusing, but I will try my best to lay out my educational background in a clean and precise manner. I was home-schooled all of my life up until I turned sixteen years old. I was a current resident of Midland, Texas and my parents decided they should send me to Midland College at that point in my life. I took all of my classes at Midland College from then on and ended up graduating with an Associates Degree in General Studies when I turned eighteen in two thousand and eight. 

I believe this schooling choice by my parents was a really great idea and ended up giving me a lot of free time on my hands to develop a series of somewhat random hobbies. I swam on the swim team, played guitar in a rock band, and became completely obsessed with computers. As a technology obsessed teenager, I started working with the Midland College IT department at their ATC center and spent two years learning everything there is to know about computer repair and technical troubleshooting. By this point most of my free time was spent doing website design and graphic design on the computer. After leaving Midland College, I decided to go to a private Christian school in western Pennsylvania and pursue a business degree. Since I had always been interested in graphic design I decided that I could equally pursue it on the side along with my business degree. But after my first semester, I felt that I was growing further and further from what I loved and closer to the corporate model I didn’t want to conform to. 

After only one semester in Pennsylvania I decided to change schools and attend the University of North Texas and make my best attempt to get into their highly competitive Communication Design program. I started at UNT at the beginning of this past semester and worked as hard as I could in all of my design and drawing classes. I finally felt like I was in the place that I needed to be, I fell in love with the classes and all of the work involved.  At the end of the semester I submitted my work from over the semester and waited for a response to find out if I had made the cut of only seventy-eight students from over three hundred that submitted entry portfolios. I was really nervous because the past semester was literally the first time I did what people generally consider to be “real artwork” through mediums such as pencil, paint, and ink. These mediums were nothing like the cold feel of the computer keyboard and mouse that I was so used to as I worked through hundreds of layers in my Photoshop files. After what seemed like ages I finally received my acceptance note and prepared to start off on a new journey in my life. For the first time my educational and personal lives were aligned, not only could I pursue what I wanted in my free time, but also enhance and learn about these same topics in my education from day to day.

In terms of work, my main source of income has been as a website developer and designer. Although I have done several logo designs, a website design over a summer usually can last me expense wise through the rest of the school year. Since I am so involved in websites I plan to intern at a website design studio in San Francisco over the summer and hopefully work at a similar location after I finish my education. Overall, art and music has played a huge part in my life that I almost ignored at the start, but I finally gave in and let it overtake me to direct and steer my life. It has been difficult and extremely challenging, but showing the courage to push through all of the work and learn as much as we can along the way is what defines us as the people that we turn out to be. This is my plan in the Communication Design program at the University of North Texas and why I am currently enrolled in your course online from Midland College.
