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BIO


Frank Lloyd Wright


Frank Lloyd Wright was arguably the best American architect of all time. But his life was not easy and mastery of his craft took lots of work and time. His life apart from architecture was riddled with personal problems including marital issues and fire that partly consumed part of his Taliesin project on two separate occasions. He authored many books and was a popular lecturer in America and Europe. He studied at the University of Wisconsin in the field of engineering because courses in architecture did not exist yet. In 1887, Wright moved to Chicago were he became a draftsman for Joseph Lyman Silsbee, who was a famous architect. While working for Silsbee, Wright designed his first building. Later that year, Wright became a designer at the firm of Alder and Sullivan. Wright soon became their chief draftsman. Louis Sullivan, one of the partners at the firm, had a profound influence upon Wright’s work. Wright was forced to leave the firm of Alder and Sullivan because he was accepting private commissions on designs not received through the firm. 
People were at first opposed to his new and different approach to architecture and design. In 1893, he began his own practice. Wright soon began to design and build houses of his own that reflected Louis Sullivan’s influence. Wright’s designs also revealed his independent talent and nature. By 1901, Wright had completed about 50 projects.  Wright's first distinctive buildings were his homes designed in his famous prairie style. In this style, typically spaces inside the house open into the outdoors through porches and terraces. Wright believed that buildings’ surroundings and the purpose that the building would serve should designate how the building was designed. Wright created a total environment within his homes, he required that all finished and furnishings be conceived as integral parts of the whole entire home. Many of his creations have not even been built yet.
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AWARDS & ACHEIVEMENTS


· Wright was recognized in 1991 by the American Institute of Architects as "the greatest American architect of all time"

· He received Gold Medal awards from The Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) in 1941 and the American Institute of Architects (AIA) in 1949. 
· He received honorary degrees from several universities (including his "alma mater", the University of Wisconsin) and several nations named him as an honorary board member to their national academies of art and/or architecture. 
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