






The Board held a teleconference meeting on June 
21, 2010, and we had our July meeting at the Hospital 
on Monday the 19th.
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staff has been very busy preparing to begin billing for 
services and distributing letters to the patients informing 
them of our intent to bill.

The Salt lake City Hospital facility has reached 
the age where a lot of systems are starting to fail.  The 
chiller compressors, boiler feed pumps, boiler burners 
and the control systems for all the heating, ventilation 
and cooling are no long supported by Johnson Controls 
since the Hospital’s systems are no longer manufactured.  
�7�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���¿�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���F�D�X�V�L�Q�J���7�D�P�S�D���W�R���R�Q�O�\��
provide money if an emergency arises such as the failure 
of such systems. Tampa has informed staff that funding 
will hopefully begin to get better this fall for some of 
the Hospital’s requests.  

The Orthotics and Prosthetics lab area has been 
limping along with limited space for the last several 
years.  A few months ago, OSHA received a complaint 
regarding unsafe working conditions.  The result is 
that the Hospital’s engineering staff is going to do 
the work of relocating a couple of walls, and opening 
up additional space.  An architect was hired to do all 
necessary drawings and obtaining the permits.  Work is 
scheduled to begin by the end of July and completed in 
90 to 120 days.

Staff reported that in May they were $42,000 under 
budget and were over $22,000 in June.  This isn’t too 
bad considering the volumes achieved.  This puts them 
about $100,000 under budget for the year.  They now 
feel comfortable that they will end 2010 in good shape.

Some good news coming out of Tampa for 2011 
budget guidance is that they are authorizing an overall 
3.5% increase to the budget, which includes up to a  4% 
salary increase.  A two year freeze on salaries, no funding 
of retirement and no training opportunities has resulted 
in some employees moving on to other employment.

From May 17, 2010 through June 18th, there were 
171 applications with 1 being denied.  Kalif had 3 and 
Korein had 5 applications with all being approved.  From 
June 19th through July 16th there were 123 applications 
with 9 being denied.  Kalif had 2 approved and 1 denied.  
Korein had 1 which was approved.

The Hospital’s new Chief of Staff, Dr. Jacques 
D’Astous reported that in May 88 children received 
surgery at SLC Shriners and 4 had surgery at Primary 
Children’s Medical Center.  In June 133 children received 
surgery at SLC Shriners and 6 at PCMC.  Dr. D’Astous 
also reported that the medical staff is preparing for billing 
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George A. Mitchell of Jordan 
Station, Ontario, Canada, is currently 
serving his tenth term as a member 

of the Boards of Directors for Shriners International and Shriners 
Hospitals for Children.  Mitchell was re-elected during the 
Shriners’ 2009 annual international convention – or Imperial 
Council Session – held in San Antonio July 5-9.  He serves as 
Deputy Imperial Potentate, part of the 13-member body that 
helps govern the Shriners fraternity. Mitchell is also currently 
serving as chairman of the Imperial Membership Committee.  

Mitchell is the president and owner of Mitchell’s Bunsmaster 
Bakery and Deli and Maple Leaf Investments, and was involved 
in the motel business and real estate development for several 
years.  He attended St. Catharine’s Collegiate and Vocational 
School and majored in business at Niagara College.  He is 
a member of St. Catharine’s Business Club and a Kentucky 
Colonel of Niagara.  

Mitchell, who was Potentate of Rameses Shriners in 1997, 
is a life-member to several Shrine clubs, as well as Adanac 
Lodge #614, the Scottish Rite and York Rite bodies, Knights 
Templar, the Cabiri and the National Sojourners, Milwaukee 
Chapter #27.  He is Past Master of Lodge of Perfection #616, 
and a member of Seymour York Rite College #185.  Mitchell 
is also an emeritus member of the board of governors of the 
Erie Shriners Hospital.

Mitchell and his wife, Deanna, have two sons, a daughter 
and three grandchildren.

Dear Nobles,

It’s Feztastic to be elected as your 122nd Imperial 
Potentate at our 136th Imperial Council Session in 
Toronto!  We had an outstanding time and made a lot 
�R�I���P�H�P�R�U�L�H�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���I�X�Q���¿�O�O�H�G���Z�H�H�N�������,�W���L�V���V�X�F�K���D�Q��
exciting time in the history of our fraternity and I am 
privileged to serve as your leader.

The new Imperial Year was kicked off with a lot of 
energy and excitement thanks to Illustrious Sir Barry 
McQuillan, the Director General of the Session, and 
his committee members.  These gentlemen really know 
how to Wow the crowd!  I would also like to express 
my appreciation to the staff at Shriners International 
Headquarters and the Oshawa Shrine club, as well as 
the rest of the nobles and ladies of Rameses Shriners, 
for all of their dedication and support.  These people 
put a lot of time and effort into making the Imperial 
Council Session a great success and I could not be 
more thrilled with the result.

Through the years, many of you have witnessed 
my enthusiasm for increasing membership in Shriners 
International.  I am overjoyed to be taking on this role 
at a time when we are accepting two new temples 
into our organization, growing from 191 temples to 
193. I truly believe that we can solve our membership 
dilemma, and feel that global growth will play a big 
role in turning things around.  I am very excited about 
the prospect of adding a 194th temple, Emirat Shriners 
of Heidelberg, Germany, next year.

I am also Ecstataic about the launch of modern 
new tools designed to make membership in Shriners 
International more enriching, such as Shriners Village, 
and more enticing, such as beashrinernow.com.  With 
all of these wonderful new developments, I thought 
my long-time slogan, 

Isn’t it great to be a Shriner?   It’s Feztastic!” 
would carry over and be a great theme for my Imperial 
year.  I plan to share this theme with the world every 
chance I get, in hopes I can motivate others to become 
more involved.  With enthusiasm and hard work, we 
can expand our fraternity and continue our good deeds 
for many years to come.

As we move forward, I encourage you to continue 
doing everything you can to help the patients and 
families of Shriners Hospitals for Children, and to 
keep having fun and enjoying the brotherhood you 
joined.  As Imperial Sir Jack Jones would say, “Unity 
Wins, and together we can achieve our goals.”  I also 
ask you to carry my theme with you everywhere you 
go, and help me get everyone on their feet and excited 
about who we are and what makes membership in this 
organization so Feztastic!!

And it is a Great Day to be a Shriner.

Sincerely,

George A. Mitchell
Imperial Potentate
Shriners International

Newcastle Lodge #13 and the Inyan Kara Shrine 
Club co-sponsored a poker run fund raiser during 
the Sturgis Rally.  The event was held at the Flying 
V Cambria Inn at Newcastle.  It was a beautiful day, 
somewhat unusual for the Rally week.

The event encompassed a round robin ride which 
included the lodges at Sundance, Hulett, Upton, and 
Newcastle.

The grand prize, a Weatherby rifle with a 
Leopold Scope was won by none other than Launa 
Christensen, Past Potentate Walter Christensen’s 
�/�D�G�\�������6�K�H���Z�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���D���K�D�Q�G���R�I���¿�Y�H�������V��

The “biker crowd” seemed to be off somewhat 
this year and as a result, the event was not as 
successful as we had hoped.  We did, however, gain 
experience in holding this type of fund raiser and 
will put this knowledge to good use in 2011.  Please 
join us next year as we plan to repeat the poker run 
with plans yet to be made.

Northeast Wyoming Motorcycle Poker Run 2010
Glenn Gordon (l) and Bill Russell (r) man the Poker Run table.

Brad Waltemath (l) and Launa & Walter Christensen prepare for 
the 2010 Poker Run.

Mike Davis (l), Launa Christensen (c) and Jay Darrel (r).

Northeast Wyoming
Motorcycle

POKER RUN

LETTERS
Thank You...

Dear Shrine Nobles,

I just wanted to thank you so very much for 
allowing me to participate in the Shrine Bowl.  I can’t 
even put into words how much fun I had meeting all 
the guys and getting to play with them all.  It was one 
of the best athletic experiences in my life and has had 
such an impact in so many different ways.  First of 
all, I got to make some really awesome friends that 
I am still staying in touch with and hanging out with 
them, that in itself was more than I expected from 
it.  Second, the visit to the hospital.  I still will lay in 
bed at night and think how lucky I am to be healthy.  
It makes me happy that I got to be a part of helping 
them in these hard times in their lives.  And lastly, 
the game was a blast!  It was the best possible way I 
could’ve ended my football career.  So again, thank 
you for doing such an amazing job at setting this up 
and making it happen!

Sincerely,
Lucas Nolan

procedures scheduled to start October 1, 2010.  Due to 
deep budget cut 10 to 20% in volume with the loss of 
one surgeon.  It will probably take a few years to get 
back to levels that were achieved prior to 2008.  The 
administrator, “Patch” reminded the Board that it took 
�D�O�P�R�V�W���¿�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V���W�R���D�F�K�L�H�Y�H���D���Z�R�U�N�O�R�D�G���W�R���V�X�S�S�R�U�W���¿�Y�H��
doctors in surgery.

Staff continues to monitor the conditions at the 
Juarez clinic on a month to month basis.

Until September, Yours in the Faith,

Dean S. Lewis
Board Member
Jackson, WY

HELP WANTED:
Noble Dean Lewis is stepping down from 

his position as Hospital Board Member for 
the Kalif Shrine.

If interested in this position please contact 
�3�R�W�H�Q�W�D�W�H���.�H�O�O�\���:�R�R�G���D�W�����������������������������R�U��

email woodys@rtconnect.net.


