In 1981, Georges Perec, the extremely highbrow author of Life: A User’s Manual (among others) was asked by a French radio station for a list of “50 things I’d like to do before I die”. This is what he came up with. He died a year later. 
First there are things that it’s very easy to do, thing I could do today. For instance:

1. Take a trip on the bateaux-mouches.

Then there are things that a are a tiny bit more important, things that imply decision-making, things about which I think that if I did them, they’d make life easier for me. For example:

2. Decide to throw away a certain number of things that I keep without knowing why I keep them. Or

3. Tidy my bookshelves once and for all.

Or

4. Acquire various items of electric domestic equipment

Or, also

5. Stop smoking (before I am forced to)

Then things linked to deeper desires for change, for example

6. Dress in a completely different way

7. Live in a hotel (in Paris)

8. Live in the countryside

9. Go and live for quite a long time in a big foreign city (London)

Then, things which are tied to dreams about time or space. There are a good few:

10. Cross the Equator, and the line 

11. Go beyond the polar circle

12. Have an out of time experience, like Siffre

13.  Go on an under-sea journey

14.  Go on a long boat trip

15.  Go up in a balloon or an airship

16.  Go to the Kerguelen islands (or to Tristan da Cunha)

17.  Go from Morocco to Timbuktoo on the back of a camel in 52 days

Then, of all the things I don’t yet know, there are some that I’d like to have the time to really discover.

18.  I’d like to go to the Ardennes

19.  I’d like to go to Bayreuth, but also to Prague and Vienna

20. I’d like to go to the Prado

21.  I’d like to drink some rum that was found at the bottom of the sea (like Captain Haddock in Red Rackham’s Treasure)

22. I’d like to have the time to read Henry James (among others)

23. I’d like to travel along canals

Then there are many things that I’d like to learn, but I know I won’t because it would take me too much time, or because I know that I’d only learn them imperfectly, for example:

24. Work out the solution to the Rubik’s Cube 

25. Learn to play the drums

26. Learn Italian

27. Learn how to be a printer

28. Paint

Then things linked to my job as a writer. There are many. They are, for the most part, vague projects; some are perfectly do-able and only depend on me, for example

29. Write for very small children

30. Write a science-fiction novel

Others depend on demands that could be made of me:

31. Write a scene for an adventure film in which, for instance, we’d see 3000 Kyrgystanis gallop across the steppe

32. Write a real roman-feuilleton [in instalments, as in the C19th]

33. Work with a comic book illustrator

34. Write songs (for Anna Prucnal, for example)

There is another thing that I’d like to do, but I don’t know where to place it. It is:

35. To plant a tree (and watch it grow)

And finally there are things which it is now impossible to envisage, but which would have been possible not so long ago, for example

36. Get drunk with Malcolm Lowry

37. Get to know Vladimir Nabokov

Etc, etc. There are certainly many others, but I deliberately limit myself to 37. 

 

Reproduced in Je suis né, Seuil, Librairie du XXe siècle, and translated by me.

