CITY CIRCLE

MUSLIMS & THE AUSTRALIAN STORY -
ON THE ROAD TO POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

Mohammed Elleissy (endorsed Greens candidate for Preston - Victoria).
Photo courtesy of Mohamad Lutfi Hakim

With the Federal and State election fast approaching and political
parties vying the public for their vote, City Circle posed the
question, what role can the Australian Muslim community play
on their road to political participation. Invited speakers Waleed
Aly, political and social commentator, and Mohammed El-Leissy,
endorsed Greens candidate for Preston (Victoria) in the
November State election, discussed their views on this vital issue.

Waleed Aly's talk focused on differentiating reality from the
assumed ideal. He discussed the nuanced differences within the
Muslim community itself and reminded the audience that our
personal aspirations for change may not be the same change
another fellow Muslim may seek. In fact, as Muslims enter the
political sphere, whether as individuals or through lobby groups,
we must prepare ourselves for each differing view these
individuals or groups bring to the political arena. Waleed also
outlined that holding onto one's ideals is never an easy task,
especially when change requires working with other parties who
bring their own ideologies to the table; a reality the Greens party
may have to face if they are successful in achieving the balance
of power in the upcoming elections.

Mohammed El-Leissy approached the issue from his personal
experiences of initially not being active in politics to ultimately
joining the Greens in an effort to make a difference in his own
local community. He acknowledged that while issues such as the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan are extremely important, efforts to
protect children by building school crossings, better transport and
the environment are also important issues which should not be
neglected by the Muslim community. Mohammed also explained
that while negative perceptions are potential barriers to Muslim
participation, his experiences have generally been positive,
particularly noting that through shared common concerns, people
tended to look beyond race and religion.

For more information about City Circle visit:
http://citycircle.weebly.com/
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Charge d'affaires of UAE Embassy in Australia meets President of AFIC
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