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- xeveals that ubout a week before 18th Febru axy, 1973, his wi

1niorned nim that

THIRCEEE . etc.

leave homa, and he gubsequently found his bags had been packed
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HIS HOHOUR: Tt has been said that evenge is a kind of wild

Justice. And Lhough the Courts may nob approve the infliction

of deliberate injury, still one's heart coes oub in sympathy
te #ll those who are noved to violence in defence of theixr

femily. Circumstances which understandatly give rise te a

degree of passion tay properly be regarded as mitigating

factors on the question of sentence for violeni cohducth.

In the rrecent caze M. Laundess hau deen happily

married for saven years and hes four small sons. The evidence

a
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she wanted nim to lesve the home in Grenigll

as she no longer loved him. The surprised lkr. Laundess asked

 if %there was anotler mon. Mo, lizd the wife, she had merely

I'allon out of lovc with him.

Laundess was ahoztly aftEIWdIdS znformed by = irlend

‘&bate Jir.
that a lecal milkman named Keys had been qariylng on with his

wife. Mr., Laundess sought out Keys, who admitted it. Mr.

Loundoss vy conrronted his wife with this 1”10 e
upon she confeased her past misconduct with the milkmar, said
she was madly in love with.thc milkman,
She told Mr. Laundess that he would have to

for him. He was understandably confused. Of course, he could

have ordered his wife out of the house; but there wepe four

snall senn in necd of a mether's cere, Conaiderations such &sn
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In an understandably bewlldezed

ation,; wharg.

could not llVe without

ooz,




is/1z

'o0 FRI

1g8:04 FAX (2 G852 1003 MATTHEFS WILLITAMSE 3015 »»> GORDON GARIIN

rd
~these,. &
led him T accepbt Lis wifelp direction and he moved oubl

ded to sn wndersiandsble bewildermend ané confusion,

Ha f2lt, of course, geme sSense of injustice. He ap-

proached hgls and complained of the milkman's intrusion inte
nis marriugc" He pointud out the possible disadvantage Lo the
children, :nd he usked Neys if XEeys was really going to take
on all the responsivilities that the wife was asking him,

Mr., Laundess, to ubLundon. Keys ;Cplicd that he would give the

situation o week's trial and let Mr. Laundess know!
This statement by Heys that he would take
apparcntly on appro., no doubt deepenced the husband's

week,
- was petting the wrong

gloom. Ne felt that he - at ieast he -
end of the stick. e brooded over @ few dxinks with hisg

brother on the night of 17th Pebruary. Thoughts turned to
action; and about % n.m. on 18Hn

February Mr. Laundess and his brother arrived ab the matrimGQ

resolve snd resolution o

unial home. They entcred the house end Mr. Laundess entersd the

He found the wife and the millman hoth zoled ix bhed

bedfqom.
own wordé, "I liited him up snd

together. In Mr. lLoundess's

got invo him". Vhen he finisied getting loto the milkman, Mo,

LaundeSs told him to get ont. The milkmen raised a miner

objection to appeuring in the Grenfell streets at night totally

unclsd. ~ The husband, becoming irritated at the thought of the

milkman's sense of propriety being offended by these sartorial
or-thermometric conniderations; happened to notice -a rifle on-
fhe-top of the wardrobe which he remembered was loaded, perhaps

net inappropriately, with rat-shot. He grabbed the rifle and

urged the milkman %o laave. The milkman nazg oy then donmed

some clothes and commenced to move off across the {ront lawn.
as some wives tend to do in

bhe had

All this tlme, the wife -
.“these ultuatlons = ad xamalnnd notlceably audlble.
Put on a dressing gown and now announced her intention of

lsaving with the milkman. At this stage the husband, becoming

even wmore irritated at the slow rate of the millmen's departure,

at his wife's wailings and 2t heT pursuit of the milkman,

-shot at or nesr the milkman's faed to

the wife for &
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gpssd bim on his way., &t that

- s8iient.

mother's home ut Hatcomba; and there is a sugrestion

_—— T e

¥

G:05 FAT 02 6852 1063 HATTHEWS WILLIAMS SOLS +=- GORDON GARIING

yory moment, however, the wif

had run up near the millman; apa perhaps by another picce of
A's inexperienco st

atyn

sartly dus o the huwsban

o
[

wild justice {on

shooting from hip) ihe pellebs hif the wife's legs and no¥d

This Jdevelopment did not cazusze tho wife to fall
The

the milkmon's,
The husband’'s brother took the rifle from him.
milkman helped the wife dnto his milk $ruck which was paxked

cutside and, getting his prioxities inio un order that say not

have instinetively occurred te all personc, drove Tirst to tha
police_station to demomd that the husband be charged and eonly
ther to tlie hospital, whoure the devoted surgical stalf removed

eipht pellets from the skin of the wife‘é lower ieps pefore

sllowing her to lenve. Since that night the wife's nother has

vigited her in Grenfell; I am informed that there is esone

possibility thet the wife with the childron moy wove to the

that the

milkmants arﬂour.has cooled.

The current of these dramatic eveunbs chried the hﬁsw'
band ‘before the Court of Petty Sessions at Cowra on tiwo chérgéa -
ore, a suméﬁrj chiarpe of assault on the milkman and the second, '
8n indictablé'charge of "malicious™ wounding cf the wife.

On the swusary charge the learned Magistrate felt that

.sn sppropriate peualty for the husband sssaulting, i.e. punching,

the milkmen was one month‘s'impriﬁonment with hard labour.

The affair between the wife and the millmen had been caryisd on
for some %ime before the husband Imew of it. The husband wﬁ3
acting as father, husband and provider while the. milkman was
¢kandestinsly the wife's lover. Yhen spoken %o by the husband

the millman replied in terms which were on sny analysis contemp-

‘tuous of the husband and indeed contemptucus of the wife. I%

m&pp?ﬁTSftdimé'thaﬁ'if'é”ﬁéﬂ781ECﬁ$jtﬁfiﬁﬁfﬂab‘iﬂtbwﬁﬁdthgrfSTWWMMM'

marrisage, putting the welfare of the children as well as that
marriage at peril, he must expect &5 a natursl hazard, at least
the pogaibility of getting a hiding from the husband. On sny

realistic basis thiz milkman appesrsd to have asked for what he

got. In my opinicn the circumsiances surrcunding this assanlt
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op the milimon 2 cuel as to reduce 3D suriousness bclow Tha =

1evel which attracts a prison sentence, SYER one Lo the ris g

cf the Court. .
$9JEE£2§E£§§£§?—' 11 Lieu of the yearned Mac:istrate's ponsltY )
you 8xe {ined the sl of twenty cents which you mush pay 5o

Cowpa, within soved days; other-

I

tne Clerk of Potty DCLSL0NS,

wise imprisonment witlh hard labour for twenty-{our nouTrs.
moke formal OLACES dispesing of the pppesal accordingly . I maks

no order as %o the costs of The appeal -
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hs to the shootini, it must be gaid thad rat~shot from

s .22 rifle from 5oBe distance away iS scurcely r1ethal. ZThere

was cLearly no intention o do serious injury to any persen

The incident.occurred at a

nor wWas any serious injury donc.
And 1iF

Lime when your mind was cursed by domestic affliction.
mugy also ve- remcmbered thatb it was the milkman apd your wife

who o rented this explosive situabion which you 4, an undeT=

standable oxc1tenpnt werely detonated. You do nob present any

honest and hard worlery and you nave siready spent fourteen dsyd

in Bathurst Caol as the result of *he Mag:strate s ordeT.

Bility im Lnduclng'ma co dafler .
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threat to aQCletj, vou are concedeé by the police 0 be 3k u_}'
Compasslon blenus with respon51 {

péssing qcntcnce gn you entering isto 2 Iecognlzance yunraelf

in the sus of &xOO to be of good behaviour ior & perlod ol WWa

to bs liable to be called up at any time Loz
That 2ggognizanda

years and gantencs®

for any bxeach committed within thob period.

may be £aken before 2 uaglstrate.




