Within these notes you will find lots of material to encourage a really good conversation with someone you love…not an argument.  I hope you use it!

Below is the outline of a sermon I found on the internet regarding this passage from Romans 14:

…we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.  For it is written:  As I live, says the Lord, every knee will bow to Me, and every tongue will give praise to God.  So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.  Romans 14:10b-12

Conversation Point:  Does this inspire fear or Confidence?

Online Sermon Outline… (This is not reflecting my thoughts.)
· “What happens at the judgment seat can have permanent consequences.”
· “There are degrees of punishment in hell and degrees of reward in heaven.”
· “You will be laid bare.”  

· “Jesus will not be angry, but disappointed.”
“What we will answer for…

How we treat others.

How we exercise our authority over others.

How we employ our God-given abilities.

How we use our money.

How we spend our time.

How much we suffer for Jesus.

How we run that particular race which God has chosen for us.
How many souls we witness to and win to Christ.
How we react to temptation.
How much the doctrine of the rapture means to us.

How faithful we are to the Word of God and the flock of God.”
According to the wisdom expressed in this outline you need to spend a lot of time analyzing (judging) yourself.  I don’t think we will be seeing disappointment on the face of our Savior.  So…  What does the Spirit say to you?  Please, take time to read the text again.
…we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.  For it is written:  As I live, says the Lord, every knee will bow to Me, and every tongue will give praise to God.  So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God.  Romans 14:10b-12
Do you experience fear or dread as you read this?  Or do you experience confidence?  The emotion will give a window in to what you believe about yourself and God.  This scripture should fill you with confidence!  But fear is a lot more familiar to many of us than confidence.  Fear of hurting, fear of seeing some one we love hurt, fear of failure, fear of disappointing someone, fear of ……
Many of us are afraid of not being afraid. So we use fear to control others as well as ourselves so we can avoid fearfulness. Here is a conversation I often have with myself… “If he is afraid of my judgment he will not make the mistake I’m afraid he is going to make… so, I’ll give him advice so he has a good idea of how I’m going to judge him if he does the wrong thing…that way I will not have to watch him hurt. (By the way, I’m not even sure my advice is any good!)”  How is that for a run on thought?  Fear of judgment doesn’t work in relationships.  

Conversation Point:  Can you be in terror of a God who at His core is Love? Is it possible? Or, is it deception about His character? 
Romans, chapter 14 has to do with the reality of Christ being the basis of our relating with each other. It has not one thing to do with standing before God to be judged for our sins or our works.

The reason Paul wraps this discussion around the reality of our standing before the Judgment (Victory) Seat of Christ is that it forces us to bring our relationships before His work and to consider each other in view of His work.   Every thing this scripture points toward is an idea/thought that is impossible outside of the reality that God does not judge us according to our self-righteousness or our sin (our ability to be right or wrong) anymore.  
Conversation Point: How is it possible for two people who genuinely disagree on an issue to live in community together?  
Only because our ability to stand in the presence of God is found outside of our being right or wrong and our ability to stand in the presence of each other is found outside of being right or wrong.  In Christ we are outside of right and wrong but inside of truth and grace.
In our relationships only the message of freedom in Christ convinces me to let God’s acceptance of you become the basis upon which I accept you and in turn don’t have to control you or relate with you through “mistake avoidance systems”.  By the Spirit I realize that God is able to be for you what He is to me no matter what appearance looks like.  Listen to the context of the Romans passage:
1 Accept anyone who is weak in faith, but don't argue about doubtful issues. 2 One person believes he may eat anything, but one who is weak eats only vegetables. 3 One who eats must not look down on one who does not eat; and one who does not eat must not criticize one who does, because God has accepted him. 4 Who are you to criticize another's household slave? Before his own Lord he stands or falls. And stand he will! For the Lord is able to make him stand. Romans 14:1-4
The Lord makes us stand not our being right or wrong.  Our standing under the Old Covenant was based upon our right or wrong choices. The world’s wisdom which is a perversion of the Old Covenant would change the paradigm of “rightness” (only possible in Christ) to one of “right appearance” or winning the argument.  

My old ways would say to me, “You need to be right.”  Because if I’m not right…things get out of control.  
 5 One person considers one day to be above another day. Someone else considers every day to be the same. Each one must be fully convinced in his own mind. 6 Whoever observes the day, observes it to the Lord. Whoever eats, eats to the Lord, since he gives thanks to God; and whoever does not eat, it is to the Lord that he does not eat, yet he thanks God. 
7 For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 9 Christ died and came to life for this: that He might rule over both the dead and the living. 10 But you, why do you criticize your brother? Or you, why do you look down on your brother? Romans 14:5-10
In Christ, no longer do we do things for appearance but only in view of what is real.  So, what is real?
For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written:  As I live, says the Lord, every knee will bow to Me, and every tongue will give praise to God.12 So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God. Romans 14:10-12                   No longer to we have to give an account to each other.  Our judgment of each other is not the final answer.  There is only one measurement.  That is where you live, abide, exist and find (your confidence).  The miraculous location in which you live and find your “being”…the reality in which you now exist is Jesus.  God defines us.  Why?  For the Lord is able to make us stand, not our best argument.  Not our religion or our best efforts to appear right, to win.  Get this, even when we are right in our argument.  That is the most dangerous time, when you are right, especially in religion where avoiding the popular “sins” and exhibiting the right behavior is the measuring stick of winning.  What if we lived in relationship where we removed all measuring sticks?
 13 Therefore, let us no longer criticize one another, but instead decide not to put a stumbling block or pitfall in your brother's way. 14 (I know and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself. Still, to someone who considers a thing to be unclean, to that one it is unclean. ) 15 For if your brother is hurt by what you eat, you are no longer walking according to love. Romans 14:13-15
Conversation Point:  What reality are you walking according to in your relationship…Judgment or Freedom?  Which kingdom reality?  The reality of comparison, insecurity, judgment, right or wrong?  The reality of winning and losing?  Or the Kingdom of God found in Christ?  
The Kingdom of God is defined as a relational reality.  In this reality you yield your personal freedom to a freedom to love found in Christ. 
This is really good news.  We no longer have to be “right” because we have been made “RIGHT” in Christ.  This is the secret to experiencing miraculous loving relationships.  NOW!  
By what you eat, do not destroy that one for whom Christ died. 16 Therefore, do not let your good be slandered, 17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 Whoever serves the Messiah in this way is acceptable to God and approved by men.  Romans 14:15-18
Whoever walks according to this principle of love will reveal a Way between the kingdom of dark and the kingdom of light.  It is living by the resurrected Life of Christ.  Your “not living to win arguments” displays the Gospel.  Even not winning arguments about Grace and Law.  Oops, did I say that?  
    19 So then, we must pursue what promotes peace and what builds up one another. 20 Do not tear down God's work because of food. Romans 14:19
Don’t let your eyes be deceived into seeing only right and wrong.  Look past appearance to the miracle with in.  No longer regard each other by flesh but now as people of the Spirit.
Everything is clean, but it is wrong for a man to cause stumbling by what he eats. 21 It is a noble thing not to eat meat, or drink wine, or do anything that makes your brother stumble. 22 Do you have faith? Keep it to yourself before God. Blessed is the man who does not condemn himself by what he approves. 23 But whoever doubts stands condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith, and everything that is not from faith is sin.  Romans 14:20-23
Even when we are talking about grace and law in the midst of our conversations, if the context is right or wrong, win or lose, then your “being right” can only mean the other person is wrong. Your winning the argument…even when you are right…can only convict the other person of being wrong…of their wrongness.  You convict them of sin.  In the reality in which we stand, because we have been made to stand, there is no wrong to consider each other by.  Because in the reality of Christ, sin is not judged anymore.  Right and wrong are not on the table.

Your “righteous opinion” does nothing more than convicts the other person of sin.  The Judgment Seat of Christ convicts of righteousness.  His righteousness.  The Judgment Seat brings a confidence that will never come from this world’s wisdom.
4 Who are you to criticize another's household slave? Before his own Lord he stands or falls. And stand he will! For the Lord is able to make him stand. Romans 14:4
You being right or wrong does not qualify you for God’s agenda.  In fact, that is not what He had in mind.  He gives you His confidence, a confidence from which to LIVE!  Listen:

28 God has chosen the world's insignificant and despised things —the things viewed as nothing—so He might bring to nothing the things that are viewed as something, 29 so that no one can boast in His presence. 30 But from Him you are in Christ Jesus, who for us became wisdom from God, as well as righteousness, sanctification, and redemption, 31 in order that, as it is written: The one who boasts must boast in the Lord. 1 Cor 1:30
So, find someone you love to have a conversation with… not an argument.  If you do…you will be experiencing our resurrected Savior!  
