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King Kong comes to Birmingham Coach Station for summer holidays 
Birmingham Coach Station is helping to celebrate the anniversary of one of Britain’s most famous zoos – by unveiling its very own ‘King Kong’ of the concourse.  
The National Express site has adopted one of 60 life size Gorillas created to celebrate the 175th anniversary of Bristol Zoo. Each of the so called ‘Wow Gorillas’ has been specifically designed by local artists to reflect their location. 

Birmingham’s ‘tourist guerrilla’, designed by Bristol artist Anthony Hitchcock, features a Hawaiian shirt and cut off shorts. National Express hope the colourful addition to the station will prove a hit with young travellers over the summer holidays.

Jagruti Kundalia, Marketing Manager for National Express, said: “We have lots of families travelling with us during the summer holidays so we hope our ‘Wow Gorilla’ will be a bit of fun for children visiting Birmingham. We installed him into Birmingham Coach Station yesterday and he’s already attracting a lot of attention with people queuing to have their photo taken with him.”

The coach operator has adopted two gorillas to mark Bristol Zoo’s birthday – one in Birmingham and another in Bristol Coach Station. They believe it will encourage people to travel between the two cities. 

Jagruti added: “We carry thousands of people between Birmingham and Bristol every year so we wanted to help bring Bristol Zoo’s celebration to the Midlands. The artwork has certainly livened up both stations, but it also has the important aim of helping to encourage tourism to Birmingham. We expect people will travel to see as many of the ‘Wow Gorillas’ as possible and this should result in more visitors to our city.”

Money raised from the sponsorship of Wow Gorillas will go towards gorilla conservation centres. As part of the adoption package one of Bristol Zoo’s foremost ‘monkey experts’ will visit Birmingham to give a special lesson on interacting with primates later this summer. The ‘tourist guerrilla’ will be in display at Birmingham Coach Station for 10 weeks. 
For more information about Wow Gorillas please visit: http://www.wowgorilla.org.uk/wow-gorillas
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