Gearies Infant School our looking to develop a Creative Partnership with an artist interested in developing an innovative musical journey.

The Project Abstract:

“What opens the mind to engage upon a shared musical journey where we explore our children’s cultures, histories and identities through the music they listen to, will this shared journey raise the profile of music within our school and support practitioners in developing innovative musical project with their children?”

In this project we hope to explore the musical cultures and interests of the children and adults within our school community. Using these audio identities and cultures as a way of engaging, a starting point, to a innovative and creative musical project. This project will be recorded digitally along the way, creating our own music/media record, stored pieces of music, image, text that can be shared through our whole community. Within this project we would also like to develop performances and celebrations that involve the whole community. I am guarding in committing to much more description at this point as we would also like the project to have an organic nature, growing from the children’s explorations of culture, identity, music and voice.
The project in three images:
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: 

The Artist we are looking for needs to be innovative, creative and able to communicate ideas and thoughts to young children. An artist with a key understanding of how culture influences identity, an artist with experience of engaging with children’s personal cultures and histories, using these as a stimulus for a collection of vibrant and rich learning experiences.
About us:

Gearies is a larger than average sized school. The overwhelming majority of the pupils are of minority ethnic background and three quarters of learners are new to English or bilingual. There is a steady increase of eastern European families and refugees. The take up of free school meals is lower than the national average, as is the number of pupils who have identified special needs. The school has achieved the Artsmark gold, Healthy Schools award (they gained a special teaching award for the quality of this), Investors in People and the Eco-School green flag award.
Gearies Infant school serves a multi-cultural community.  This is reflected in the school's curriculum, resources and displays.  It is important that every child is treated with equality and respect. Learning is fun and exciting.  Everyone is encouraged to share this outlook.  It is important that the school is a happy place for everyone to work in. Success in learning is taken just as seriously.  All of the children are helped and encouraged to achieve their full potential in every aspect of the school curriculum.  Through early success and praise, it is hoped that children will become enthusiastic life long learners. The whole of the school's community strives to achieve our aims and work together to raise standards.
Budget details:

Available budget: £3,000.00 which includes practitioner fees and travel expenses plus an additional budget for resources to support the project.
Key Dates: 
As the project is in its early planning stages key dates are up for negotiation.
Project to run through Spring Term 2010 

An Inset session for staff would also form as part of the projects brief.
Project Evaluation: Summer term, date TBA.

We are interested in hearing from practitioners from a broad range of creative backgrounds






