“Gearies goes global”

An extrordinary ICT week for the school

Week beginning 11th Janaury 2010
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BETT 2010
BETT is the worlds largest educational technology event and professionals travel from all over the world to attend. 

[image: image2.jpg]


   [image: image3.jpg]A

ARNING





The school was very proud and privileged to be asked to take part in a project with “2Simple software” and Cleveland Junior school.

The project involved the children sharing and evaluating games they had designed using a blog and video conferencing.

The outcome of the project was for our children to exhibit high standards of work involving designing and evaluating games at the BETT 2010 show - Professor Stephen Heppell's Playful learning stand.

When arriving at BETT we were first introduced to Max who designs and produces the games for 2Simple.  Rishi presented Max with a DVD of games he had designed over the Christmas holidays.

Rishi and Thabaniya took the stand by storm explaining how they had designed games at home and school.  They then were put to the test by designing a game against time (15mins) whilst the adults were presenting their speeches.  Our children had no trouble creating their games in the set time, and everyone enjoyed watching Mr. Evans played the game on the big screen.

To play and find out more about this project visit www.gandcred.blogspot.com.

Val Barker

ICT Co-ordinator

My ICT Trip

On Thursday and Friday last week, Thabaniya and me went to BETT 2010 in Olympia to share the games we designed with other children and people.

Before the trip we designed some fantastic games for other people to play with.

I had worked at home and made a DVD of  games and I gave it to Max the designer of 2simple.He was very happy when I gave him the DVD and he said fantastic! No one has ever made or gave him a DVD before.

I was nervous but my teachers Mrs Barker, Mr Lea and Miss Smith encouraged me to speak loudly and clearly.

Alan took my dvd and put it onto a smart board.  I choose four of my favourite games and showed all the people how to play.

Than I went over to the Playful learning stand and I demonstrated how to play my games.  

We met Y6 children from Cleveland Juniors and they had made games that e have played and gave comments to.  We then had a competition to make a game in 15 minutes.  Thabaniya and I made an Alien game.  The juniors made a healthy living game.  Some of the adults talked whilst we designed or games.  We had to stop after 15 minutes, and then show our games to all the people and Max and Mr. Evans asked for people to vote which game was the best.  The people clapped loudly.  We both won the competition.

On Friday we went again.  We did the same things.  Again we had to make a game in fifteen minutes.  Then we had a prize and guess what happened…we both won again!

Rishi Patel 

Class L   
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The BETT SHOW: Playful Learning.

Thursday 14th and Friday 15th January 2010.
A report by Dan Lea (Advanced Skills Teacher)

As far as I am aware, our two young game designers were the youngest exhibitors at The BETT Show, considering that this is the largest show of its kind in the UK and has a world wide audience including many international ministers of education, this was no mean feet and clearly illustrates the impressive and unique opportunities our children get to experience at Gearies Infants. Both Rishi and Thabaniya presented their learning with confidence and enthusiasm and rightly deserved the warm reception and huge applause they received following their demonstration of the 2diy software they have been using so inventively in school. These two gave a clear and confident presentation on how technology can inspire innovative learning to some of the biggest crowds gathered around an exhibition on these two days. 

 The whole message of being a creator, not consumer is awesome. Watching and joining in with our children at Gearies in creating their own games has been completely addictive, seeing how they create, edit, share, co construct, rehearse, revise and then enjoy their creations is quite inspiring. I am now also hooked and have made a few of my own little games using images from my childhood media cultures. The concept of the children being the creators, genuinely in control of these digital games and fantasy worlds is fantastic.

On these two days my contributions were made easy, simply following the articulate and engaging observations made by our own young learning innovators and experts, with my own observations of this project and the value it adds to are already rich and enterprising curriculum.

I remember as a child cutting and building my own toys from boxes, toilet rolls, bits of wood. The message delivered by Rishi and Thabaniya as they shared their experiences during The BETT Show is one that needs to be shared across all subject areas, learning contexts and even just home school life, don't just consume and buy into all the garbage and droll programmes, toys and marketing machines that bombard us, take a different path, create.

The Learning and Technology World Forum. 2010.
Monday 11th January: 

Key Note Presentation: The opening ceremony of The Learning and Technology World Forum. 2010.

Tuesday 12th January: Contributing towards workshops by delivering keynote presentations.


Being asked to address an audience that consisted of over 75% of the worlds leading educators, educational ministers and policy makers was initially quite mind numbing. After opening the letter, then reading the accompanying email,  a moment of panic followed, what would I say, show, talk about? But after only a few moments of sitting down quietly and reflecting, it became clear I would, as my friends know, have plenty to say. Gearies is unique, after these few quiet moments I had more than enough material in mind to talk beyond the fifteen minutes put aside for my contribution. This invitation no longer became a daunting occasion, but one of pride and celebration. It was great to stand and share the learning journeys our children go on. To talk about the innovative and creative practices our whole staff team develop across the nursery and school. To discuss how our children use technology with confidence and skill, to share their own potentially hidden voices. When designing the presentation it became clear that I should not just talk about how we value pupil voice and constantly look at creative ways of using technology to support children in co-constructing their learning. I should include the children’s voices, finishing my presentation with a promise to some former pupils to share a film they created documenting their own views of school life with a wider audience. 

The keynote presentation, children’s contributions and following workshops, were all warmly appreciated, with very positive feedback being received from a wide range of participants.
Gearies is now global!





















