Appendix One: A Table synthesizing the main points of my findings.

 Part One: The presentation of an argument and its reflective development following a colleagues input on a proposed change to one aspect of our infant schools practice.

	Reference
	Type of Research
	Function
	Status
	Key point
	Validity/Relevance

	Bronfenbrenner, U. (1979) The ecology of human development: experiments by nature and design. Harvard University Press


	Scientific examination of human development /Educational pedagogy
	Ecological learning theory.
	Important,

can be argued that this theory has influenced ideas on modern day early years provision.
	Bronfenbrenner’s (1977) ecological theory of child development identifies how as human beings we cannot develop in isolation and how as children we need to be engaged in a range of complex relationships between family, school and the wider community if we are to increase our capacity to learn. 


	These three separate references all share the viewpoint that it is essential for children in the early years to learn in complex, challenging environments within a social context.

These three text further share the viewpoint that it is also essential that a learning partnership and sense of culture is created between school, family and amongst the significant people within the children’s environment.

These points are of significant relevance in supporting my proposal for change. 

	Garrick,R, Bath,C, Dunn,K, Maconochie,H, Willis,B, and Wolstenholme,C. (2010) Children’s experiences of the Early Years Foundation Stage. DFE.

	Research report
	The report explores the theme of exploring children’s perspectives on their early learning experiences, with the research considering an interpretation of these perspectives, considering what this data tells us about the effectiveness of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)


	Important, report relates to statutory Early Years Framework.
	Pg 18, 3.2.1 finding 2

Children especially appreciated social play, social occasions...they had negative feelings about playing alone...many of the findings suggest that children’s desire to be seen as individuals is balanced or even outweighed by their wish to be recognised and treated as members of a group.
“What is striking about all these examples is that children commented on well being as related to social situations and relationships with others.
	

	Black, et al (2010) in, Bransford,J et al (2000) 

How People Learn, Brain, Mind, Experience and School National Academy Press


	Published text.


	To examine how the emergence of the use of neuroscience to explore brain activity provides us as educationalists with scientific evidence to support or discredit some of our followed learning pedagogies.
	Important in the context of our school, this text has now begun to influence many of the approaches our senior leadership take when reviewing learning progress. 
	Research proved that animals from complex environments, engaged in social learning opportunities had 20 to 25 % more synapse nerve cells in their visual cortex, increasing their brain functioning capacity to learn. 
This research is further supported by the studies of Turner and Greenough, (1985) and Beaulieu and Colonnier (1987) in, Bransford,J et al (2000)  who all drew the same conclusion, animals living in complex environments with the opportunity to engage in social learning 
experiences have higher brain functioning qualities and more capacity to learn.


	

	Friere.P (1972) Pedagogy of the oppressed. Continuum International Publishing group.


	Published learning theory


	Provide a learning theory which in Friere’s view meets the needs of the rural poor.
	This pedagogy providing the starting point for this study.
	“Praxis”

“Action that is informed (and linked to certain values) and leads to a process that can be seen as enhancing community and building social capital.”

Freire, P (1972) was able to take the discussion around the importance of dialogue on several steps with his insistence that dialogue involves respect. It should not involve one person acting on another, but rather people working with each other.

	These four reference materials all support the ideas developed in my  proposal, that any innovation or proposed change which aims to develop the social capacity of a school community, improving the community/a families ability to access resources and ultimately self resource ,needs to take into account educational/learning spaces and settings that are available to families outside of school and direct/formal learning institutions.

Not only as a school do we need to look at how we better promote our localities learning resources, such as the library, we also need to invest time in developing more productive partnerships with these alternative educational settings, relationships that will allow for both dialogue and Praxis to develop.

These text further identify that as a school it is important that we model to our community how you access such resources, the benefits such resources as the local library offer and take time to support our most vulnerable families in developing the skills they need to self resource and access these informal, social learning environments, increasing their autonomy and ownership over their family learning.



	Leadbeater,C , Wong,A. (2010) Learning from the Extremes (2010) available at: www.cisco.com/web/about/citizenship/socio-economic/docs/learningfromtheextremes_whitepaper.pdf (source accessed: 30/07/2011)

	Research report sponsored by CISCO.
	To examine educational innovations in areas of deprivation across the globe.
	This research supported the development of my proposal for change by providing a real example of simple but effective innovation.

 It both placed my thoughts and ideas into real world contexts. 
	Significant to this study, Leadbeater,C  and Wong,A. (2010)   observe that while,

“Poverty makes that kind of parenting more difficult. A child’s ability to learn is affected by their sense of social and emotional well-being. Parental support and encouragement is vital once they attend school, to deepen and extend what they learn. Sibling and peer role models can play a critical role in shaping attitudes towards learning. 
That is why schools need to be supplemented with initiatives to promote learning in families, at home, and in communities.”


	

	Colleta and Perkins 1995, Caplan, Choy and Whitmore 1992, Francis et al. 1998, Hogan 1998 
“Stakeholder Involvement Improves Educational Attainment and its Relevance” available at: http://go.worldbank.org/MVEQY44ZO0 (source accessed: 02/07/2011)


	Research report conducted for The World Bank.

	To examine models for improving social capital used by educational organisations across the world.

	Important, this is a significant piece of research conducted across the globe, influencing the approaches to the  educational  policies of The World Bank.
	World Bank, (1998) with social capital being identified as:

“
Family, community and state involvement that helps to increase the relevance and quality of education by improving ownership, building consensus, reaching remote and disadvantaged groups, 
mobilizing additional resources, and strengthening institutional capacity.

 (Francis et al. 1998, Colleta and Perkins 1995, in, www.go.worldbank.org/MVEQY44ZO0.)

“The study of Indochinese families in low-income areas of five US cities linked the average and above-average performance of children to parental promotion of education outside of school. 
These parents read to their children regularly and establish times and locations (Libraries) for homework preparation”

 (Caplan, Choy and Whitmore 1992, Hogan 1998, www.go.worldbank.org/MVEQY44ZO0).

	

	Pratt-Adams, Maguire and Burn (2010) Changing urban education, Continuum international publishing group


	Published text.
	A narrative review of urban educational policy in the UK.
	The themes in the direct link closely to the issues explored in my proposal for change, this text served as resource I used to contextualise my initial thoughts.
	Pratt-Adams, Maguire and Burn (2010) suggest that urban schools need to sustain additional resources in order to create and sustain a buffer against the wider social and economic conditions 
that may be limiting chances of success for some children.


	

	
	
	
	
	
	


�Explain what you mean by this


�Are economic conditions the only issue?





