Proposals and ideas for the Gearies Infant School/Creative Partnership project, Spring term 2010.
I am sensitive to the fact that the project is in early stages of development; to the aspiration of it developing from the children’s explorations of culture, identity, music and voice.

What I am sketching out here are some guidelines and methods that can be used to support this idea.

The children are the conduit to the rest of the school’s community. 

The musician/artist needs to share time with them first of all; from nursery to year 2, sharing songs and tunes that are common to them and investigating music/songs/stories that they hear and experience at home and within their communities.
These sessions can also be used to introduce recording equipment, (small and good quality 2 track machines that we can teach the basics of so that children can get involved in the gathering of material)

It would be useful to have some training with relevant staff in the use of these too and to develop an understanding of sound editing and the use of software. Also for the artist to explain the way they work and to be inducted into the staffroom! Any governor participation here would be welcomed too. 
Through the children and other communications we can invite all stake holders in the school to participate.
We know that parents/carers are all busy people so there needs to be flexibility of timing and approach; in the mornings after dropping off and also sharing time after school etc.

The artist’s role is very much about listening and encouraging.

In an environment like this often the most valuable stuff does not come to order. The artist needs an approach that is organic and will be able to note what can be revisited and be able to work out the strategies to do so. Again flexibility is vital.
It is important to create safe space within the school to record in both from the technical point and also that it shows respect to the people who are sharing their lives with you; also to acknowledge that the briefest sharing of something can often have big impact on the expression and celebration of culture and identity. 
We would need to develop an archive system that can mean that all scales of materials can be accessed easily as a future tool for learning for the whole community. 
There are most likely various community support groups within the school’s area that it could be useful to enrol. I have found them a great help especially in developing sharing events both informal and slightly more formal. 
This is an exciting project and one that could be a beacon for other schools.
There should be a legacy of the school being technically equipped and skilled to continue an ongoing commitment to inspiring and collecting the sounds, voices and music that represent and celebrate a rich and varied population. 
Jon Owen October 2009 
