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	Africa Agriculture GIS Week 2010



An Invitation to Participate in The Africa Agriculture GIS Week 2010

Dear
I am contacting you to explore your interest in participating in the Africa Agriculture Geospatial Week (AAGW) 2010 to be held on 8-12 June 2010 at the ILRI Campus in Nairobi, Kenya, jointly organized by CGIAR-CSI, HarvestChoice, an agriculture investment targeting program and AGCommons, a geospatial information program based in Africa and other partners.
Building on the success of last year’s edition, the AAGW 2010 will include a “GIS ShareFair”, a market place consisting of, exhibitors, training sessions, thematic workshops in addition to interactive presentation sessions and the third edition of WhereCampAfrica. 

The renewed worldwide interest in agriculture and the growing awareness of the value of location-specific information, has highlighted the need for providing quality geospatial information services to actors in rural development.  Scientific and technical GIS specialists can help provide this information by sharing and pooling their knowledge and know-how. 
The AAGW partners want to facilitate an opportunity to share ideas and knowledge on Geospatial Information Services for agricultural development. 

The specific themes of the event seek to illustrate the role of GIS and spatial analysis in agriculture and include:

· Food Security Crises and Responses 

· Enhancing Value Chains (e.g., market access, input and commodity market information systems, data collection/dissemination innovations) 

· Raising Farm and Farmer Productivity (e.g., improved seeds, production systems, soil and water productivity, labour use) 

· Gender: better understanding roles and improving equity 

· Climate change impacts & opportunities; Mapping potential impacts and opportunities (e.g., carbon sequestration potential and certification) 

· ICT’s transforming the agricultural sector: Solutions to benefit farmers 

· Tunneling distant markets to villages: high-value crops, agro-tourism, carbon, organic agriculture, … 

· Taking “Map Kibera” out to the field (next generation mapping of African agricultural infrastructure) 
· Agri-geobusiness incubators: promoting African public-private partnerships that generate revenue from spatial intelligence 
· Nutrition landscape design: marketing African produce (e.g. with certified geographical origin labels) to alter consumption patterns
· Agriculture transforming landscapes; land use change (including biofuels), vegetation and biodiversity

I’d like to stress that the AAGW will be an informal, interactive event involving representatives from organizations, both large and small, as well as individuals. It will be aimed at both individuals and organization involved at any stage in GIS for development. 
The AAGW will be structured in exhibition stands, training sessions, poster sessions and facilitated discussion sessions with interactive modes of sharing the activities, focusing on the experiences and lessons learned. The AAGW will also include a section called "Show me your where" a dedicated space available for demonstrations of innovative GIS applications. 
Due to logistical reasons we will limit the participation to 200 over the 4 days of the event. 
We would like to extend an invitation to colleagues from your organization to take part in this event.  You can learn more at http://africaagriculturegisweek.org/
To participate in the Africa Agriculture GIS Week (AAGW) 2010 please register by sending an email to:

registrations@africaagricultureGISweek.org
Deadline for registrations is May 1st, 2010
If you would like to make a presentation, you have to submit a proposal to:

info@africaagricultureGISweek.org
The call for presentations is available for download here: CallforPresentations
Deadline for submissions is April 12th, 2010
Let’s work to make this a real success for location-specific information for Africa 

Yours, 
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