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Local dachshunds sought for playful performance
- 60 dachshunds needed to take part in art installation as part of Fierce Festival 2012

Do you own a dachshund? It’s probably been pestering you for a while, asking when it will get its big break. It’s grown tired of all the regular dog stuff. Going to the shops, enduring the seemingly endless ‘sausage’ remarks. You owe your dachshund a shot at the big time. Its chance has arrived.

Fierce Festival, Birmingham’s premier festival of live art, performance and public intervention returns from Thursday 29 March to Sunday 8 April 2012. The festival is currently recruiting sixty dachshunds from the West Midlands to participate in Bennett Miller’s ‘Dachshund U.N.’, a piece of live art to be performed in a central location in Birmingham during the festival.

A scaled replica of the former United Nations office in Geneva will be set up to hold a meeting of the Commission of Human Rights. Each of the 47 nations will be represented by an individual dachshund.  The piece is a playful and often chaotic comment on the aspirations of the Commission of Human Rights, and our capacity as humans to imagine and achieve a universal system of justice.  Australian artist Miller chose dachshunds as a group as there is so much variety within the breed, representative of the diversity of the human race. 

Dachshunds will take part in the performances next year as part of Fierce Festival. Miller has worked with dachshunds in his past work and will start meeting dogs from Monday 5 December.  Those who are interested in participating in the project should email dachshund@wearefierce.org 
Footage of the 2010 performance in Melbourne can be seen here: http://tinyurl.com/DachshundFierce 

ENDS.

Notes for Editors:

1. Fierce Festival was established as Queerfest in 1997, becoming Fierce in 1999. It has established an international reputation for risk-taking, excellence and innovation, and is now widely recognised as one of the UK’s most important contemporary arts festivals. 

Previous Fierce Festivals have seen a giant bird’s nest perching on the edge of a high rise glass office block, ballet dancers in full regalia performing live on a Routemaster bus and an orchestra playing music at dawn from a fleet of hot air balloons drifting over Birmingham.

2. Laura McDermott and Harun Morrison were appointed joint Artistic Directors of Fierce in 2009. Biographies can be found at http://www.wearefierce.org/?page_id=737
3. Fierce Festival is supported as a regularly funded organisation by Arts Council England and Birmingham City Council.  
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Annabel Clarke - Annabel@morecanalsthanvenice.co.uk / 0771 993 3300

Helen Stallard – Helen@helenstallard.co.uk / 0774 033 9604

